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EDITOR’S NOTE 



JOHNNY SAMPSON 

In The Stronger 's annual Regrets Issue, published 
January 2, we included an item that read: “In the 
2018 midterms, 12 million more people voted 
for Democrats in Senate races than Republi¬ 
cans, yet those elephant motherfuckers are 
still in control of that chamber of government. 

We regret the Electoral College.” This item was 
written by someone with a bachelor's degree in 
history, and edited by someone with a master’s 
degree in nonfiction writing, and yet neither of 
them remembered that the Electoral College has 
fucking nothing to do with Senate races. Like, at 
all. While, yes, the Electoral College is the pro¬ 
verbial vestigial organ of the American election 
system, it should not come up in reference to 
how senators are elected. The item in question 
was unsigned, but in the interest of transparency, 
it was written by Jasmyne Keimig, who says she 
is dismayed in herself because she “got an A in 
AP Government.” Her editor, Christopher Frizzelle, 
could not be reached for comment because he 
was too busy stabbing himself in the eyes. 


Stop Being Snotty 

BY A PIECE OF BISCOTTI 

T here’s only one thing 
I hate more than a hot 
cup of coffee, and that’s 
bad behavior. You’ve really 
gotta shape up. I don’t know 
what else to tell you. Yeah, I’m 
almond-extract sweet, but I’m 
also crack-your-molars hard. I’m 
twice-baked and as old as time. 

I’ve seen it all, and I’m on to you. 

• Even though you’re “not 
into reality TV stars,” you’ve 
been keeping tabs on Kylie Jenner ever since she got that baby. You refuse to follow 
her, but her Instagram page is always in your most recently searched. What kind 
of loser are you? 

• You’ve been calling your boyfriend “exceedingly normal” behind his back. Real cool. 
• You wash your hands only when you suspect you got a little poop on them during 
the wiping. When you’re out of the bathroom, you love ripping apart cinnamon rolls 
with your bare hands. Way to go, Kierkegaard. 

• Kanye West was your most listened to artist for 2018 on Spotify Wrapped. And 
you can’t even claim you liked him before he was a shitstain. I know for a fact that 
the only Kanye song you heard before 2014 was “Gold Digger.” 

Could you stop being so snotty? 

Signed, 

A PIECE OF BISCOTTI 



I, ANONYMOUS 



STEVEN WEISSMAN 


Hey, you-dude in Ray-Bans, puffy vest, and 
tight jeans, holding an Apple shopping bag? 

Yeah, you, the one who blew a snot rocket while 
strolling no more than five feet in front of me? 
Maybe next time you can stop for just a moment 
and check to see if there are other pedestrians 
around before clearing your fucking nose? I would 
prefer not to feel your germ stream spraying 
onto my face. And dodging your human ooze 
during the height of flu season isn’t part of my 
winter health regimen. ANONYMOUS 

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 

E-mail 200 words or less to 
ianonijmous@thestranger.com 



A video of a homophobic rant taken at 
a Lynnwood nail salon went viral after 
the target of the rant, a Seattle transplant 
named Christopher Brown, posted it on 
Facebook. In the video, a woman getting 
her nails done calls Brown a “faggot” and 
then tells him to “eat her pussy.” He’s not 
interested, lady! 

World’s riche st man Jeff Bezos and his wife 
are getting divorced after 25 years of mar¬ 
riage. Single women: If you’re looking for a 
little bit of love and access to a vast personal 
fortune, nowis your chance! Sorry, guys, the 
only balls Jeff cares about are made of glass 
and located in South Lake Union. 

Artist Anthony White made his Greg 


Kucera Gallery debut in Pioneer Square 
with a show of paintings made out of a 
brightly colored plastic called polylactic 
acid. White was on the cover of The Strang¬ 
er’s quarterly arts magazine, Seattle Art and 
Performance, and word on the street is that 
all of the paintings sold be¬ 
fore the show even opened. 

The races for Seattle City 
Council got a little more 
crowded this month after Mi¬ 
chael George (not George 
Michael—he’s dead) and Tam¬ 
my Morales announced their 
candidacies. George is running 
in Sally Bagshaw’s downtown 
District 7, and Morales is run¬ 
ning for South Seattle’s District 2. 

Blue C Sushi’s food was never particularly 
good, and the conveyor-belt sushi delivery 
was more a nuisance than a convenience, 
but the Seattle-based chain never seemed 
like it was in particular jeopardy. Then just 
the other day, the employees were prompt¬ 
ly fired and Blue C Sushi announced that 
it would immediately cease to exist. The 


e-mail cited “unexpected financial and oth¬ 
er circumstances” as the cause. 

In North Seattle, Iosia Faletogo was shot 
and killed by police officer Jared Keller 
on New Year’s Eve. Faletogo had run from 
a routine traffic stop, and the 
cops say he had a loaded gun. 
This is the second time Keller 
has fatally shot at a man in Se¬ 
attle since joining the police 
department three years ago. 

Congresswoman PramilaJay- 
apal secured a promise from 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
to hold the first ever hearings 
for Medicare for All legislation. 
Representative John Conyers never got a 
hearing. Senator Bernie Sanders never got a 
hearing. But our Seattle representative did. 
Could it die in committee? Yes. But, still! 

Governor Jay Inslee, who is clearly 
running for president, backed a “public 
option” bill called Cascade Care. It’s not 
really a public option, and it’s not all that 
great compared to other more progressive 


proposals—but if it passes, it would make 
health care cheaper on the exchanges, 
which would save lives. 


Anthony White made 
his Greg Kucera 
Gallery debut. 


A Trump-loving mayor named Erin Sitter- 
ley is running SeaTac, a majority-minority 
town. When asked why she retweeted posts 
referring to migration as a “Muslim invasion,” 
all-caps MAGA proclamations from the pres¬ 
ident, and posts backing Trump’s racist bor¬ 
der wall, Sitterley said, “This is my own per¬ 
sonal Twitter feed, it’s not relevant to SeaTac, 
so thank you,” and promptly hung up. 

Soon, human composting could become 
a thing in Washington State. Olympia sena¬ 
tor Jamie Pedersen is introducing abill this 
year to make it viable and legal. He told NBC 
News that Washingtonians have been writ¬ 
ing to him “very excited about the prospect 
ofbecomingatree.” ■ 
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Everyone deserves 
a fair chance 
at housing 




If you are a tenant or landlord, learn about 
Seattle’s law against using criminal history 
and other fair housing issues by calling 
206-684-4500 or visiting 
www.seattle.gove/fairhousing. 


■ 31 Seattle 

j I Office for Civil Rights 
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Pramila Jayapal has been a vocal advocate of impeachment efforts. 
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Taking on Trump 

How two members of Congress from Seattle 
plan to outmaneuver the president. 

BY ELI SANDERS 


W ill everything change now that 
Democrats have taken control of 
the US House of Representatives? 
That depends on what our elected 
officials actually do with their power—and the 
decisions of two Seattle Democrats are key. 

One of those Democrats, Congressman 
Adam Smith, just took control of a power¬ 
ful House committee that oversees the US 
military, and he’s already been using the op¬ 
portunity to tangle with Trump on national 
television. 

The other, Congresswoman Pramila Jay¬ 
apal, is still waiting for her committee as¬ 
signments, but—unlike other Democrats— 
she hasn’t been waiting to say definitively 
that Trump should be impeached. Jayapal 
also recently secured a commitment from 
new Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi to hold the first-ever hearings on Medi¬ 
care for All. 

Here’s more on what Seattle voters should 
be watching for from Smith and Jayapal: 

Smith—who represents South Seattle, 
Bellevue, Renton, and Federal Way—has 
parlayed his 11 previous terms in Con¬ 
gress into a key position: chair of the House 
Armed Services Committee. That gives 
him the power to examine what he says is 
Trump’s misuse of the military, as well as 
a large megaphone for rebutting Trump’s 
lies. Smith has wasted no time, telling CNN 
recently that Trump’s threats to declare a 
“national emergency” and raid military ac¬ 
counts to pay for his border wall were dan¬ 
gerous and wrongheaded. 

Smith told the cable news audience: 
“There is no national emergency. The pres¬ 
ident is artificially creating this ‘emergen¬ 
cy’ to keep up his anti-immigrant and racist 
campaign promise.” 

The congressman was already upset 
at Trump’s “politically motivated stunt” 
(Smith’s words) of sending active-duty sol¬ 


diers to the border with Mexico just before 
the midterm elections to fight a bogus “in¬ 
vasion” (Trump’s word) that was made up of 
asylum-seeking immigrants, many of them 
women and children fleeing dire conditions 
in Central America. 

“The border deployment will be among 
the first oversight issues that the Armed 
Services Committee takes up in the new 
Congress,” Smith said in a November 23 
statement. 

Jayapal—who represents Seattle, Ed¬ 
monds, and Vashonlsland—landed acoveted 
spot on the House Judiciary Committee. She 
hopes to stay on that committee as it gears 
up to consider possible impeachment pro¬ 
ceedings against Trump, but no matter what 
committee assignments she lands, Jayapal is 
already down with the impeachment effort. 

And she has been for a while. Back in 
2017, she said that the president is guilty 
of “significant impeachable constitutional 
violations.” She stands by that statement, 
according to spokesperson Vedant Patel, 
but believes that before getting to impeach¬ 
ment, “we’re first going to have to see what 
comes from the Mueller probe.” (Jayapal 
also wants Congress to help protect Robert 
Mueller, Patel added.) 

In June of 2018, Jayapal was arrested 
during a protest of Trump’s “zero toler¬ 
ance” family separation policy at the border. 
During the fight over Supreme Court jus¬ 
tice Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination, Jayapal 
showed she was willing to march into the 
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing room 
and stare down Republican congressmen 
who were about to put a man accused of 
sexual assault on the high court. Wheth¬ 
er or not she stays on the House Judiciary 
Committee, she’ll be in a position to bring 
bold advocacy in pursuit of her promises— 
which now include those first-time-in-his¬ 
tory Medicare for All hearings, too. ■ 


The SR 99 tunnel is the direct route under 
downtown between the Space Needle and the 
stadiums. And soon you'll be able to try it for free. 

Learn more at 99Tunnel.com 
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A GROWN-UP’S GUIDE TO SURVIVING WINTER WITH WEED 


INTRO BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 

ILLUSTRATION BY AARON BAGLEY 


i 



W e’re only a few weeks into winter. Yes, 
it’s true—it feels like it’s been win¬ 
ter forever. But it’s only just begun. 
Many of us at The Stranger battle the 
monocloud with regular infusions of 
dopamine—by way of THC—into our 
bloodstreams. There are so many different ways to 
use weed to survive winter that we’ve created this 
whole issue just to talk about it. 

For many people, snowboarding is the most fun 
you can have with your pants on. For Lester Black, 
even snowboarding is improved with weed. Why? He 
explains on page 11. 

If you prefer your tactile pleasures to be a little 
subtler, have you ever considered having a pool of 
brightly colored macromolecules in your apartment? 


Chase Burns explains on page 23. 

For a variety of reasons, Jasmyne Keimig had 
to give up smoking weed. Then she tried vaping it. 
Whoa. She explains why her new THC intake routine 
is so much better on page 13. 

Charles Mudede is not much of a weed smoker, but 
like the queen in The Favourite, he has gout—which 
led him to experiment with CBD joints. As he ex¬ 
plains on page 17, the results were... mixed. 

Sara Peterson has also been experimenting with 
CBD, although she says it’s changed her life. She 
sticks it where the sun don’t shine, and it makes her 
monthly cramps go away. Details on page 15. 

Katie Herzog has a hard time making friends in 
this climate, which may explain why she has so many 
good ideas (on page 19) for staying home and craft- 
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ing when you’re high 
out of your mind. 

If you need a 
different kind 
of creative proj¬ 
ect to get you 
through the gray 
days, well, how 
are your video edit¬ 
ing skills? Make a stoner 
short film under 4:20 minutes and you could win 
thousands of dollars—literally! See page 27. 

If you’re a bit more old-fashioned and just want 
to smoke some weed and go do something, we have 
you covered. See the five best things to do stoned in 
Seattle this winter on page 29. ■ 
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ARRESTED? 
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How many differences can you find between these two drawings of Lester snowboarding? Hint: There are more than six! 


AARON BAGLEY 


Snowboarding While Stoned 

Can smoking weed help you on the slopes? 

BY LESTER BLACK 


A merica’s ski areas are full of secrets. 

Hidden in the woods between 
ski runs are hundreds of makeshift 
chalets—humble wooden shacks 
formed mostly out of downedtrees 
and found wood. Some are as simple as a 
small A-frame built over a wood platform; 
others are more elaborate and feature mul¬ 
tiple rooms and levels. These chalets hardly 
ever have a door and are open to anyone who 
wanders by. 

Usually, it’s only the stoners that find 
them. 

That changed in early 2014, when these 
Stoner shacks converged with our coun¬ 
try’s first legal pot sales in Colorado. While 
most journalists investigated pre-rolled 
joints in Denver, producers for Inside Edi¬ 
tion, that televised tabloid show, went into 
the mountains for their own expose. They 
installed hidden cameras in one of these 
secret chalets at the Breckenridge Ski Re¬ 
sort, and, much to no one’s surprise, they 
caught snowboarders smoking weed in the 
multistory shack. “Inside, it’s a pot smoker’s 
haven—where we found these skiers sharing 
a joint!” the reporter breathlessly exclaims 
in the prime-time video. 

The show figuratively blew up the concept 
of smoking weed and riding (and, after the 
subsequent controversy, caused the stoner 
shack in question to be literally blown up). 

The story spread around the internet, 
thanks in part to how incredulous the report¬ 
ers were about seeing people smoke pot on 
a mountain. Fox News joined the chorus, re¬ 
porting that mountain managers were wor¬ 
ried families would soon be skiing through 
a “cannabis cloud” and were trying to get 
ahead of “what could be a dangerous fad.” 

But here’s the thing: Smoking pot while 
snowboarding is neither a fad nor particu¬ 


larly dangerous. People have been combining 
cannabis and snowboarding for as long as 
snowboards have existed. Pot even played 
a role in the invention of snowboarding. 
Those Bellingham stoners who helped pi¬ 
oneer snowboarding at Mount Baker were 
certainly getting high while they figured out 
howto ride. 

Now, nearly 35 years after joints were first 
smoked at Mount Baker’s Legendary Banked 
Slalom race, we actually have some scientific 
evidence to back up why snowboarders like 
to get high. 

Pot’s compounds, especially THC and 
CBD, are some of the strongest natural anti¬ 
inflammatory drugs in the world, meaning 
they help reduce how sore you feel when you 
do strenuous activities like snowboarding. 


People have been 
combining cannabis 
and snowboarding 
since the beginning. 


This sounds like some ridiculous stoner 
fantasy, but spending time with a joint in a 
hot tub after a long day of strenuous skiing 
is actually exactly what the doctor ordered. 
Pot might not help you jump higher, but it 
certainly helps reduce how sore you are 
when you land. 

The mental effects of smoking weed can 
also be helpful while you’re still on the slopes. 
I want to argue that smoking a little weed 
can help people learn how to snowboard. I 
want to argue that weed isn’t just good for 
post-snowboarding relief, it can make you 
a better snowboarder. But my editor on this 


piece won’t let me. He tried to learn to snow¬ 
board a few years ago, and he went to the 
mountains many times over a few months, 
took classes, etc. Even though he knows how 
to ski, he never got anything out of trying to 
learn to snowboard except a bunch of inju¬ 
ries. He now blames all the weed he and his 
friends smoked before hitting the slopes. 

Maybe so. Or maybe he’s just an idiot? 
My thinking is: Beginners almost always 
struggle with the awkwardness of trying to 
navigate a steep and slippery slope while 
both of their feet are firmly attached to a 
stiff piece of fiberglass. Figuring out how 
to ride a snowboard is essentially a men¬ 
tal riddle. Since snow is just frozen water, 
snowboarding is the art of manipulating a 
flat plane against water. 

Thinking about it in a different context 
may help. Imagine you are standing in a pool 
while you swing your arm in a circle around 
your body with your hand flat against the 
surface of the water. Every slight change in 
the angle of your palm and fingers results in 
your hand moving up toward the air or down 
into the water. 

This is the same thing that is happening 
as your snowboard moves down the moun¬ 
tain, only the water is frozen into snow. Fig¬ 
uring out how you want to solve this riddle, 
which angle and direction you direct your 
snowboard’s flat plane above the water, is 
the question that every snowboarder an¬ 
swers moment by moment as they slide 
down the mountain. 

My editor would like to remind you that 
smoking pot impairs response time, and that 
even a microsecond matters when barrel¬ 
ing down a mountainside on a piece of fi¬ 
berglass. Nevertheless, for me, smoking pot 
helps me visualize how this system works. 
It unlocks more creative ideas for manipu¬ 


lating the snow and more interesting ways 
to turn. It creates a stronger connection 
between my mind and the muscles in my 
body, the material in my snowboard and the 
snowy medium that I am riding on. 

And it helps remind me to enjoy the surre¬ 
al surroundings of a snowy forest in the Cas¬ 
cade Mountains. It’s a weird place to be, and 
smoking pot makes it even more enjoyable. 
But maybe my comfort with being high in 
the mountains is because I’m a good snow¬ 
boarder and a seasoned stoner. 

But I’m not the only person who has found 
that I ride better when I’m slightly stoned. 
Some professional snowboarders are also 
publicly showing their support for canna¬ 
bis. Pot companies are giving snowboard¬ 
ers sponsorships, and the legal pot company 
Oregrown even sponsored an entire snow¬ 
board movie released this fall. 

Canadian Olympic snowboarder Ross 
Rebagliati is probably the most famous per¬ 
son to combine pot and snowboarding. He 
won gold in the snowboarding giant slalom 
in Tokyo in 1998 when he was 26, but shortly 
after leaving the podium he was stripped of 
his title after a drug test showed he had THC 
in his system. Rebagliati claimed he hadn’t 
smoked pot in 10 months and the test result 
was from secondhand pot smoke, but the 
Olympic Committee said they didn’t care. 

Eventually, the Olympic Committee 
gave him his medal back after they realized 
THC wasn’t actually on the list of banned 
substances. But that wasn’t until after the 
world made fun of him—including a ribbing 
from Jay Leno, who called the snowboard¬ 
er “Nickel Bag-liati,” and joked that “unlike 
Clinton, you inhaled but didn’t smoke.” 

If only Leno was in on the secret that 
inhaling pot smoke makes the slopes that 
much better. ■ 
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Confessions of a Vaper 

Wow, this is so much better than smoking. 

BY JASMYNE KEIMIG 


N ot long ago, I moved back in with 
my parents. Gone were the days 
of loudly inappropriate conversa¬ 
tions with friends, questionable 
houseguests, and drunk-eating 
leftovers at 4 a.m. Now I had to pass by my 
12-year-old sister’s bedroom to get to the 
bathroom. Smoking weed had to become a 
clandestine activity once again. 

Despite the many years away at college, I 
felt like I had cycled back to being 17 again— 
the age when I’d clumsily roll joints near 
open windows or in the bathroom during a 
shower, smear fragrant lotion on my hands, 
carry eye drops, smoke with my jacket off 
outside shows, or light up only when I knew 
everyone in my house would be gone for 
more than four hours. I deeply believed that 
this code that I devised myself, this set of re¬ 
ligiously followed rules, would obscure this 
very stinky, very obvious proclivity of mine. 
That’s some teenager shit. 

I respected my family too much to treat 


them as if they were idiots. Moving back 
home, I was initially resistant to the idea 
of having to curb anything about what I 
wanted to do (I was an adult!). But it was 
their house, and anyway I have asthma, so 
I decided to give up weed altogether. I want- 


Vaping makes me feel 
expensive. Grown, 
even. Elegant. No 
more filling my lungs 
with smoke. 


ed to prove that I could do it. A change of 
pace. A precautionary measure to prevent 
one of my younger sisters from finding me 
in our backyard, bussing down a fat joint 
and then inevitably trying to convince her 
that, no, I was not smoking, and, yes, if she 


could please keep quiet about it, I’d really 
appreciate it. 

After a few steady months, I became 
undone after binge-watching Broad City. 
As one does. Seeking a more discreet and 
immediate alternative to smoking cannabis 
(and after I clarified that it is not the same 
thing as dabbing), I turned to vaping. And 
goddamn. Vaping makes me feel expensive. 
Grown, even. Like a woman who owns a 
different, less frilly set of underwear to put 
on when she’s on her period. No more fill¬ 
ing my lungs with smoke—just a cloud of 
strawberry- or blueberry-smelling vapor 
that, when exhaled, wafts above me, fading 
into the ether. 

The high is not as strong, which gives 
me more control. The smell doesn’t linger. 
I don’t find myself shoving nubby, stinky, 
half-smoked joints into my purse. No more 
fumbling for a lighter or stepping outside 
into the cold again. Vaping is all about con¬ 
venience, elegance, and cunning. 


I vape under my covers, in bar bathrooms, 
at the bus station, on the way to the movie 
theater, in the movie theater, in front of my 
bedroom mirror as I’m twisting my hair. A 
few weeks ago, Stranger colleague Lester 
Black pressed the cutest vape into my palm. 
Shaped like a digital-camera battery, this 
square little vape (called a CCELL Palm) 
is discreet enough that when I accidentally 
left it in the car I share with my father, it slid 
between seat cushions unnoticed. 

I do miss the ritual of smoking up. The 
careful grinding, packing, and lighting of the 
weed. The smell that clings to your finger¬ 
tips—one of the dankest scents to have on 
your hands, like freshly cut garlic or oranges. 
Weed can feel ritualistic, meditative, some¬ 
thing you do just for you. It feels like a prayer. 
But as with all forms of prayer, it sometimes 
must change to fit the times you’re in. 

For me, vaping is how I now channel the 
divine, discreet spirits I need to sustain and 
nourish me—especially in this weather. ■ 
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There are 11 hidden objects in this drawing. How many can you find? 
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Why I Put Weed in My Butt 

I get extremely painful periods. Pot suppositories changed my life. 

BY SARA PETERSON 


E ver since I was a teenager, I’ve had 
really bad, horrendously painful 
cramps. This year, a doctor told me I 
probably have endometriosis, which 
is a condition of the uterine lining 
that can only be diagnosed for sure through a 
surgery where they go in and actually check. 
I don’t want to do that right now. 

In some cases, a hysterectomy can end up 
being the recommendation. I don’t want to 
do that right now, either. 

Before I found out about pot supposi¬ 
tories, I’d tried everything for my horrible 
periods—Advil, Tylenol, ibuprofen. Nothing 
touched the pain. We’re talking almost 26 
years ofthese horrible cramps. So much pain 
that when I was young, I would miss school, 
and now that I’m an adult, it’s hard for me to 
work on those days. There are literally peo¬ 
ple on disability because of this condition. 
It’s crippling pain. Especially the first day 
or two of my period. And the worst, for me, 
is at night. I just don’t sleep. I just lie there 
wanting to cry. 

I was reading articles online one day, and 
they led me into the world of CBD oil, CBD 
bubble baths, and the thing that really gets 
people’s attention, CBD suppositories. 

I live in Montana. There’s a dispensary 
near me, so I went over to see what they had. 
It turned out a woman owns the place and she 
was working that day—which was the great¬ 
est thing ever. Because most men don’t even 
knowthat this is something that can help us. 


I told her everything, and she was like, “I’ll 
hook you up.” She just knew. 

Now, to be clear: I’ve started with CBD 
suppositories. That’s what I’m using now. I 
mean, not right at this moment. But that’s 
the product I’m using. They’re different than 
THC suppositories, and you can legally buy 
CBD suppositories almost everywhere. Sup¬ 
posedly, THC is stronger, but in Montana I’d 
have to get a “green card” for that. [Editor’s 
note: In Washington State, you can generally 
buy CBD suppositories online, at health food 
stores, and even at some pharmacies. For THC 
suppositories, you should check out a licensed 
pot shop.] 

The advice the woman at the dispensary 
gave me was to do all three things: a syringe 
of CBD oil tincture orally, the CBD bubble 
bath, and a CBD suppository. 

But the suppository alone was a fucking 
miracle. I’m talking 26 years of pain, and now 
I put this thing in my butt, and that first day 
of my period is pretty good. 

The suppository is a tiny, bullet-shaped 
thing, about the size of half a pinkie, kind 
of like something you might get for hemor¬ 
rhoids. You keep them in the freezer, they’re 
white, and inside is this CBD stuff. You can do 
them vaginally, but the woman at the dispen¬ 
sary recommended doing it anally. For some 
reason, that’s thought to work better on those 
muscles—and for me, it has. Also, I don’t like 
the idea as much of having it in my vagina. I 
don’t know why. Maybe I’ll try it next time. 


Anyway, it’s really easy to put it in, and it 
doesn’t hurt at all. I’m not an anal person, and 
it just slides right in. 

Once the suppository is in, I was told I 
should lie down for 15 minutes, just to let 
my body relax. I have two kids, so that’s al¬ 
ways a nice thing anyway. And then all of 
a sudden—it’s not like BOOM, but subtly— 


A woman in a pot 
shop hooked me up. 
Most men don’t know 
this drug can help us. 


you just feel better. You feel relaxed in there. 
Those muscles that are causing me searing 
pain—like constant little contractions all 
day long—they just relax. Soon it feels kind 
of how it does when I don’t have my period. 

It’s life changing. I really wish I’d known 
about this earlier. I will do this for the rest of 
my life, and I’m telling everyone I know. And 
I’ve learned in the endometriosis groups I’ve 
joined online that there are lots of women in 
a lot of pain like I am, and this is changing 
their lives, too. A lot of them talk about CBD 
suppositories and encourage other women to 
use them. It is changing women’s lives. 

Plus my mood is so much better. Because 
when you’re in chronic pain, you are just 


crabby—you’re angry about it. 

And the alternative, for some people, is us¬ 
ing strong pain medications, which can come 
with a lot of downsides. I had some hydroco- 
done left over from my cesarean section, and 
I tried that with my period. It just messed me 
up. It didn’t work as effectively and I would 
feel high. With the CBD suppository, I don’t 
feel different in my brain. 

Using the suppositories, for me, has had 
zero side effects. No downsides. I don’t even 
feel high, so I can keep on parenting and do¬ 
ing my normal things. For me, it feels like 
the edge just gets taken off. You have edges, 
and it smooths them. Whereas when I get 
high, it more than smooths them. I feel like 
I’m in a different plane, a little disoriented: 
I feel high. 

With these, I feel more normal. I smoked 
weed for 10 years; this is a different thing. 
It’s not like getting stoned. It’s like true pain 
management without the side effects. 

The ones I get last about four hours, and 
they cost around $50 for 10 of them. I use all 
of them over the course of my period, which 
is not the most cost-effective, but if you’re in 
pain, you don’t care. 

The only other thing I would say is that 
people should go into using CBD supposito¬ 
ries with reasonable expectations, because 
it’s not like a massive pain pill. It’s just a re- 
laxer. It just helps. 

But it needs to be everywhere for all wom¬ 
en and uterus-havers. It’s a game changer. ■ 
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If on a Winter’s Night I Smoke CBD 

It brings out a very strange side of me. 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 



I n the olden days, only rich people suf¬ 
fered from gout. When calories became 
cheap, it made its way down to the lower 
classes. My father had gout, and now I 
have it. It has dogged me for 20 years. 
Gout is a total monster. It appears with al¬ 
most no warning and disables you. By the af¬ 
ternoon, you can’t walk on a foot that was fine 
in the morning. The pain throbs like nothing 
else. If an angel-white sheet happens to ca¬ 
ress a raw part of a gout-swollen toe or ankle, 
it’s like a thousand wasps stinging one spot. 

I have never stopped searching for over- 
the-counter drugs, homemade remedies, 
foods, and oils that can reduce the severity 
and number of episodes. I first experimented 
with CBD (aka cannabidiol, the medicinal, 
nonpsychoactive compound in cannabis) af¬ 
ter a pot aficionado recommended it to me. 
During a recent episode of gout in late Sep¬ 
tember, I tried CBD in pill form (created by 
the Seattle company Haystack 4Life). To my 
complete surprise, I was cured in a matter of 
hours. The pain was totally gone. I could walk 
again. Halleluj ah. The sweetest name I know. 

I became a true believer in CBD because 
nothing had ever worked but the hard stuff— 
particularly steroids, which basically shut 
down the attack by shutting down your im¬ 
mune system. (Gout is you attacking you.) 
But enough about this blasted disease, which 
is horrible enough to have to experience, 
much less to have to translate into words. If 
you want to know what gout does to people, 
watch The Favourite. That queen has gout. 

As for CBD, it is a drug that buzzes the 
body but leaves the mind alone. It’s as if the 
high goes downward and stays there. Your 
toes feel fuzzy, your heart purrs, but your 
thoughts flow as they normally do. You can 
read, write, or watch a movie with a clear 
head. It’s like a winter home with a lively 
fireplace on the ground floor and a room with 
open windows on the top floor. This has been 
my experience with the pills. 

But it’s winter now, the season of using 
flammables to stay warm. I wondered, what 
about CBD joints? 

Granted, CBD joints are not very popu¬ 
lar, because most people who smoke joints 
want to get high—they’re seeking out THC, 
not CBD. People who consume pure CBD are 
usually health conscious, and no one who is 
health conscious smokes a joint (which in¬ 
volves inhaling carcinogens). The limited 
market for CBD joints makes them hard to 
find. Luckily, Uncle Ike’s on Capitol Hill had 
two brands that came close to what I was 
looking for: Joysticks made by Green Revo¬ 
lution and an Avidekel pre-roll made by Ti- 
kun. These joints were not CBD -only, as I had 
hoped, but they did have very high amounts of 
CBD and very low amounts of THC. 

The Joysticks were packaged like ciga¬ 
rettes (five joints in all, 4.5 grams total), with 


2.9 percent THC in them and 23 percent 
CBD. (In most weed, those proportions of 
THC and CBD are roughly reversed.) I tried 
the Joysticks first, and I found that only three 
drags were way too much for my sensitive 
disposition. My body felt like a high-flying 
summer cloud, and my head like a block of 
cold stone in an autumn garden. I could not 
think or read or be of any use to anyone. 

Rene Descartes, the 17th-century philos¬ 
opher who claimed that body and mind were 
two distinct substances, could have used 
Joysticks to prove his point very effectively. 
Indeed, I’m a Spinozist. Meaning, I’m op¬ 
posed to dualist (mind/body) philosophies. 
But while on one of the Joysticks, I was 100 
percent Cartesian. The mind was here. The 
body was there. They were on completely 
different planets. The two could not be one 
and the same thing. The following day, when 
the effects of the joint had worn off, I was a 
Spinozist again. The next time I smoke a Joy¬ 
stick, I will stand on my head and see where 
that takes me. 

And what about the Tikunjoint? Itlooked 
like a very skinny cigar (1 gram), and had only 
0.8 percent THC and 17.69 percent CBD. Be¬ 
cause it had less THC in it than the Joysticks, 
it was not as disorienting after three drags. 
I even had a fourth drag, and then I walked 
around the house cleaning things. I made 
tea. I curled up in bed, listened to a little dub 


music (Lee Scratch Perry’s Super Ape), and 
decided to read the news on Twitter. 

This is where things got unexpectedly 
strange. I had a laughing fit. Now, I am often 
teased for my sudden bursts of laughter—a 
colleague once nicknamed me Chuckles—but 
this was out of control. The strange thing is 


I later tried to explain 
my laughing fit and 
could not. 


that what made me laugh in that moment does 
not now seem funny, and is, to anyone with a 
mind toward economic or social justice, an 
entirely inappropriate thing to laugh at. 

The big news on Black Twitter that day 
was that veteran R&B singer Keith Sweat 
was dissed by some young upstart named 
Jacquees, a Soundcloud crooner, who 
claimed, in Sweat’s lion-proud face, to be the 
new king of R&B. What made me laugh was 
reading the internet comments in response 
to this incident. Most of the responses were 
funny, but one in particular killed me. It was 
posted by Poet30. She concludedby writing: 
“These lead babies sooo damn disrespectful.” 

Upon reading this, I exploded into alaugh- 
ter that I was unable to control for a good 30 


minutes. Lead babies. That was now a thing. 
Black English had picked up on Flint, Mich¬ 
igan’s bad water and turned it into a trope 
for insulting people. In the 1980s, the age 
when Ronald Reagan ramped up the racist 
war on drugs, it was crack babies; in the age 
of the degradation of the EPA and tax cuts 
for billionaires while the rest of us suffer, 
it’s lead babies. 

The next day, I tried to explain to my col¬ 
leagues what I had found funny about the 
“lead babies” insult. It did not work. Indeed, 
the private experience of marveling at lan¬ 
guage’s ability to synthesize and weaponize 
the injustices of the day was just that: a pri¬ 
vate experience. This is what cannabis pro¬ 
vides people: an inner logic, a world within 
that cannot be experienced by or translated 
to others. It is an alienating form of joy. 

Immediately I regretted trying to explain 
what it was that had made me laugh so hard, 
and indeed I am still struggling to explain 
it. It may just be that even 0.8 percent THC 
is too much THC for me. It may be that my 
sick sense of humor is exaggerated by this 
exact combination of THC and CBD, but I 
by no means find this to be abad thing. I just 
have to keep my twisted inner experiences to 
myself the next time I smoke a Tikunjoint. 

When I’m around others, I need milder 
intoxicants. I prefer wine—which is why I 
have gout. But that’s another story. ■ 
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JESSICA STEIN AND EASYSTEREOGRAMBUILDER.COM 


Stare into the middle distance of this autostereogram puzzle to see what Katie is crafting. 


Crafting Ideas for Stoners 

Your house is full of junk that you can turn into other junk. 

BY KATIE HERZOG 


T here are plenty of good things about 
being human. Our disproportion¬ 
ately large brains and opposable 
thumbs have enabled us to engineer 
such wonders as massage chairs, 
bacon-flavored dental floss, and soft little 
oranges that basically peel themselves. We 
are, truly, a wondrous species. But for all our 
inborn features and outward tech, we are re¬ 
ally no better than fish when it comes to the 
basic task of sleeping through winter. Bears 
can do it, skunks can do it, even some snakes 
can do it—and yet here we are, in the middle 
of winter, awake. 

It’s a shame that instead of creating some 
magic pill that allows us to hibernate, our 
best minds are busy curing cancer and put¬ 
ting sedans on Mars. But until Elon and the 
other geniuses put down the toys and get to 
work on what really matters, we have to find 


alternative means of surviving this season. 
Personally, I recommend being born fab¬ 
ulously wealthy, which allows one to skip 
around the globe chasing suntans and mai 
tais. If it’s too late for that, you can always 
get high and do some crafting. Here are a few 
projects to get you started. 

CREATE A STASH BOX IN A BIBLE 

You can really use any hefty book for this 
particular craft, but there’s something espe¬ 
cially delicious about turning religious texts 
into stash boxes, isn’t there? The process is 
simple: Take a razor blade (I recommend an 
X-Acto knife for this, as you’re slightly less 
likely to stick a blade into the meat of your 
hand), open your Bible (or someone else’s), 
and carve a square or rectangle into the pag¬ 
es. Keep doing this until you’ve either been 
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Get out your markers and colored pencils. 
What would you stash in your stash box? 


JESSICA STEIN 
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diagnosed with carpal tunnel syndrome or 
there are no pages left in the book. After 
that’s over with, use a clear glue to paint the 
edges of the paper together, and—voila!— 
you can store drugs there, as well as cash, 
passports, small weapons, etc. Stow it on 
your bookshelf, and no one in their right 
mind will think of flipping through it. 

WHITTLE YOURSELF A SPOON... 
OR TWELVE 

Whittling is a fantastic exercise for peo¬ 
ple who smoke a lot of pot. There are very 
few tools to lose—some sticks and a paring 
knife will do it—and it’s incredibly dull and 
time-consuming, which makes it the perfect 
Stoner craft. 

Make yourself some tea, crank up your 
space heater, and whittle some spoons 
while you watch old episodes of The Great 
British Bake Off or (if you’re more into trag¬ 
edy) Planet Earth. You don’t even have to 
forage for wood yourself, although that also 
counts as a craft, as there are whittling kits 
that come with plenty of soft, pliable wood 
for you to carve up. My girlfriend has got¬ 
ten deeply into whittling this winter, and in 
addition to now having dozens of tiny wood¬ 
en spoons that are great for people looking 
to lose weight (you try eating Nutella off a 
spoon the size of a crayon), our house is now 
covered in wood shavings, just like a Texas 
roadhouse! Cozy! 



MAKE YOUR OWN CANDLES 

Back when I bought weed from a guy who 
wore kilts and made deliveries in an art car, 


I had a lifetime supply of little plastic weed 
baggies. Now that most of us buy pot from 
licensed dealers, our weed is less likely to 
come in a baggie than it is a neatly branded 
glass jar. After a while, all those little jars add 
up. Until recently, there were roughly 30 of 
the things taking up space in my weed room 
(what? You don’t have one of those?), but 
then I had the truly brilliant idea of turning 
them into candles. Which, a few days later, 
my girlfriend actually did while I yelled at 
her not to drip wax on the oak floor. 

This craft requires wax chips and wicks 
(both are available at craft stores) and a 
stove to heat the wax on. Throw your wax 
chips in a pot you don’t love, and when it’s 
nice and liquid, pour the wax into your emp¬ 
ty weed jars and add a wick before it sets. You 
can add fragrances and dyes, or—my house 
method—throw some lemon zest and orange 
peel into the mix. It will immediately get 
subsumed by the wax, but you can vaguely 
smell citrus while it burns. Or maybe that’s 
the Super Lemon Haze in the dab rig? Either 
way, a little extra light will help you survive 
this godforsaken season. 

KNIT SOMETHING OUT OF 
PET HAIR 

Nothing says hygge like settling in on a 
dark winter night with some knitting nee¬ 
dles and a giant pile of pet hair. Why pet 
hair? Because there’s no reason to steal a 
sheep’s winter coat when there are cats and 
dogs giving it away for free. Most any long¬ 
haired cat should work, but if you’re more 
of a dog person, get down to the shelter and 
find yourself a chow chow, golden retriever, 
Samoyed, Newfoundland, or any old mutt 
with long hair and a hefty undercoat. 

Shaving your cat or dog will not work 
(and rarely looks good), so no need to invest 
in a shaver. Instead, get a brush and actual¬ 
ly pay attention to the animal until you’ve 
saved up enough of its outer layer for what¬ 
ever it is you want to knit. This may take a 
while, so start now and you’ll probably have 
enough by next winter. 

Want to turn the fur into a scarf? Once 
you’ve got enough saved up, wash it so it 
doesn’t smell like an animal, spin it into 
yarn with a drop spindle (whatever that is), 
and then all you need to do is learn how to 
knit. I’m a little muddy on that part of the 
process, but that’s why dog made YouTube. 
Just make sure that whoever you bestow 
your pet-hair scarf upon isn’t deathly al¬ 
lergic. Unless they put you in their will—in 
which case, make sure that they are. 

Happy hibernating! ■ 
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Touch These Water Balls 

They're called Orbeez and they feel amazing when you're high. 

BY CHASE BURNS 


I always wanted to have a pool. But I live 
in an apartment on the fifth floor. And I 
don’t have any money. 

Then I saw a film called Team Hurri¬ 
cane, which played at the Seattle Inter¬ 
national Film Festival and featured abunch 
of young women swimming in a kiddie pool 
full of brightly colored little balls. These 
balls go by many names—water jellies, water 
beads, water gems—but they really only have 
one name on the internet: Orbeez. They’re 
insanely popular, especially with kids, Ston¬ 
ers, and YouTube content creators. 

The women in Team Hurricane squished 
the Orbeez between their toes, submerged 
themselves entirely in Orbeez and spun 
their bodies around, and opened their bras 
to free Orbeez that had gotten stuck in be¬ 
tween their breasts. 

I needed these balls. They would clearly 
be fun to relax in after a long day. Or maybe 
I could use them in a drag performance. If 
nothing else, it would be fun to touch them 
while I smoked weed. 

I went on Amazon and bought 90,000 
knockoff Orbeez from China for only $30.1 
also bought a kiddie pool—it had soft, rain- 
bow-colored walls. I was ready to live my 
best life. 

I was expecting my box of knockoff Or¬ 
beez to be bigger when it arrived. I knew the 
“seeds” were going to be minuscule, but I 
didn’t think a bag of 30,000 would fit right 
in my hand. The unhydrated balls are small¬ 
er than beads, almost the size of bird mites. 
According to the instructions, they would 
inflate when introduced to water. 

“They get how big?” my boyfriend asked 
as I unboxed my order. 

“Huge. They’re gonna be everywhere. We 
have to be careful,” I said, unzipping a bag. 
“I can’t imagine trying to monitor a kid with 
these things.” 

I lit another joint, inflated the kiddie pool 
in a corner of our bedroom, and poured some 
seeds in. At first I wanted to use only two of 
the bags, but my boyfriend said to use all of 
them, so I dumped all 90,000 in. Then I wa¬ 
tered them like a plant—except that I don’t 
have a hose in my apartment, so I used a 
popcorn bowl and had to go back and forth 
from my kitchen sink to my bedroom over 
and over. 

The balls are made of superabsorbent 
polymers, which are found in products like 
shampoos and menstrual pads. But when 
these balls get filled with moisture, they are 
each roughly half an inch wide. 

Even though they’re almost entirely wa¬ 
ter, the balls can be held in your hand with¬ 
out losing their shape. It’s like magic. They 
bounce and roll but never burst. 

Once I’d watered them, my Orbeez looked 
kind of squishy. Then they slowly began to 
expand. We kept checking in, but then we 
got bored and went to get groceries. When 



we came back, the entire pool was bloated 
and full; the balls were overflowing, spill¬ 
ing onto the floor and becoming forever lost 
under the bed. 

That was my first sign that these balls 
might not be pure fun and magic. Were they 
going to turn out to be a pain in the ass? 

Still, playing with them felt so good. When 
I dipped my body in them, I was literally go¬ 
ing underwater. When I got out, I was totally 
dry—except for a strange slick residue. The 
physical oxymoron made my skin tingle. 
So did the sound of them. I’ve been told by 
pussy-havers who visited my bedroom that 


fondling them sounds like finger-fucking, or 
stirring macaroni. 

T hough they are just toys to me, super¬ 
absorbent polymers aren’t really a play¬ 
thing at all; they were developed by the 
US Department of Agriculture to hydrate 
dry fields. They are sometimes referred to 
as “slush powder,” and their agricultural 
purpose is to retain and then slowly release 
moisture over time. 

A polymer is a macromolecule containing 
an extremely long chain made up of identi¬ 
cal, repeating molecules. In a superabsor¬ 


bent polymer, the links in this chain are like 
sponges waiting to absorb water. 

Without water, the chain is tightly 
wound—thus the bird-mite-sized beads— 
but when encountering a liquid, the chain 
expands. Superabsorbent polymers can ex¬ 
pand up to 300 times their original weight, 
becoming up to 99.9 percent liquid. 

In the 1960s, a team of scientists working 
for the USDA developed a superabsorbent 
polymer they called the Super Slurper, which 
was used as a tool to help conserve and dis¬ 
tribute water. Today, they are mostly used for 
diapers; they are why a baby’s butt balloons 
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after they pee. The Orbeez that kids are play¬ 
ing with today are the same material that 
absorbed their piss when they were babies. 

Even though the toy is essentially diaper 
pellets, Orbeez have gone viral. It’s difficult 
to quantify the internet mania around the 
brand, but it’s clear these shape-shifting orbs 
are prime fodder for YouTube. The original 
Orbeez TV commercial has racked up near¬ 
ly 60 million views. Some unofficial Orbeez 
videos are even higher: “Giant Orbeez Wa¬ 
ter Balloon? What Happens?!” currently has 
more than 65 million views. 

The official Orbeez YouTube channel, 
called Orbeezone, has more than 237 million 
views. More than just product videos and 
commercials, Orbeez has created ridiculous 
stunts and online TV shows based around 
their products. The weirdest recurring show, 
Chef Set Go!, is a spoof on the reality TV spin¬ 
off Top Chef Junior, with kids competing to 
make Orbeez-based dumplings, coffee art, 
tacos, and sushi. I do not understand this, 
because it seems like it would encourage 
kids to eat Orbeez, and Orbeez should not 
be eaten. (More on that in a second.) But 
most Chef Set Go! videos have more than 
a hundred thousand views. 

Orbeez’s popularity can be credited to 
a little girl named Maya, according to the 
Los Angeles Times. Around 2008, Maya 
was obsessed with the squishy polymer 
beads in a vase her parents had sitting 
on a table in their London home. Her 
parents, Sharon Cohen and Ron 
Brawer, curiously watched her slap 
these strange beads when they sud¬ 
denly had an idea—abillion-dollar idea: 
These should be a toy. 

It helped that Brawer was a veteran of the 
toy industry. He had worked with Mattel and 
MGA Entertainment, and helped MGA grow 
the Bratz doll brand into one of the world’s 
best-selling toy lines. 

Brawer and Cohen decided to commit to 
creating a toy out of superabsorbent poly¬ 
mers, which others had attempted before 
with minor success. “We started out of our 
garage,” Brawer told the LA Times in 2012. 
“Our house was an office and workshop. The 
living room became a showroom. The dining 
room was the meeting room. Dinner conver¬ 
sation was business conversation.” 

Their first big product was the Orbeez 
Magic Maker, an “Orbeez grower” that would 
dump “Orbeez seeds” into a plastic contain¬ 
er of water that would hydrate them. A few 
hours later, the bloated Orbeez would rise out 
of the water and roll down a tiny spiral slide. 


Because of Brawer’s previous connec¬ 
tions, the family was able to get the product 
onto shelves in Target and Toys R Us. But 
their big moment came in 2010, when they 
raised more than a million dollars to cre¬ 
ate a TV commercial for Nickelodeon and 
Cartoon Network. The commercial was set 
in a wacky animated lab, emphasizing the 
magical toughness of the new colorful orbs. 
It “catapulted the company,” according to 
Brawer. He reported sales grew from $5 mil¬ 
lion in 2009 to nearly $100 million by 2012. 

Since the Magic Maker, the Orbeez prod¬ 
uct line has grown to be completely bonkers. 
There’s an “ultimate soothing spa” that lets 



been as successful as the standard Orbeez 
line, but knockoff versions appear to be very 
popular in China. 

Orbeez also sells a $20 ribbed mood lamp 
(which appears to my eyes to possibly dou¬ 
ble as a butt plug), as well as collectible Or¬ 
beez “magical pets,” and, most bizarrely, a 
“Crush Series” that encourages kids to chop 
up their inflatable Orbeez and turn them 
into play food. Like an Easy-Bake Oven, 
but with Orbeez. Again with the food. The 
toy’s warning label states the orbs should 
never be consumed, and yet the company 
sells a whole product line around Orbeez 
play food. Their Sweet Treats Studio comes 
with frosting tubes kids shove their Orbeez 
in to decorate snacks. I j ust hope the kids 
use different Orbeez than the hot ones 
they dip their feet into. 

The success of Orbeez has been 
astronomical. According to a press 
release issued by the Super Absor¬ 
bent Polymer Industry and published 
in June 2018 by MarketWatch, the glob¬ 
al market “is valued at $5.9 billion in 2017 
and will reach $11 billion by the end of2025.” 
These little balls are big business. 


Color in Chase perform- 
" ing with a tub of Orbeez. 

kids “bathe” their feet in a plastic pit of 
hot Orbeez—yes, hot Orbeez—as well as a 
“massaging body spa,” which is a “sophisti¬ 
cated and stylish” purple squishy chair that 
allows a stressed-out tween to “literally sit 
in an inflatable lounge filled with Orbeez.” 
The product’s promotional image features a 
preteen with braces relaxing in her Orbeez 
lounge wearing a robe and flip-flops. She’s 
covered in goopy orbs. Some are smooshed 
into the carpet. 

The company also came out with a line 
of toy guns called Xploderz that shoot 
Orbeez. A cross between water guns and 
foam darts, Xploderz send superabsorbent 
polymers through the air up to 100 feet, 
according to Orbeez. The product hasn’t 


I was promised my Orbeez would shrink 
back to their original size after a few 
days of playing with them. This was a lie. 
These wet, slimy, radiantly colorful alien 
balls stayed fully inflated. Soon I started 
to worry—no doubt because I was stoned— 
that I was not going to be able to get them 
out of my apartment when the time came. 
Would they be too heavy to drag the whole 
pool down to the dumpster? They weigh as 
much as water, because they are water. 

And then other worries started to occupy 
me. What would happen if I ate one of these 
little balls? Or accidentally sniffed one up 
my nose? I started to panic—as you do when 
you’re high as a kite in a pool of balls on the 
fifth floor of an apartment building. 

While Orbeez are nontoxic, you certainly 
shouldn’t put them inside your body. There 
have been reports of superabsorbent poly¬ 
mers getting inside of children’s ears, where 
(because ofthe moisture) they start expand¬ 
ing, resulting in surgery and “profound” 
hearing loss. Similar issues have occurred 
inside noses. 

The size of Orbeez are closely regulated by 
the company, but other brands have special¬ 
ized in superabsorbent polymers that grow 
to be much larger, like the Dunecraft Water 
Balz, which were recalled in 2013 after an 
8-month-old swallowed one. Doctors were 


unable to see anything on an X-ray (the ball 
being almost entirely water), but in surgery 
they found a brightly colored object almost 
1.5 inches in diameter inside the girl’s small 
intestine. Had nothing been done, she possi¬ 
bly could have died. 

For months, I played with the balls in my 
bedroom. Then I used them in a drag per¬ 
formance, which involved packing the balls 
into an extra-large suitcase and carrying 
the empty pool to the club. Thankfully, the 
performance was at Neighbours, which isn’t 
far from my apartment. It was an 18+ show, 
and the teens freaked the fuck out. I think 
this was because of the Orbeez, but it might 
have been because my boyfriend poured the 
Orbeez on my ass and ate me out while I was 
lying in the pool. I didn’t really lip-sync, but 
I did lose a Croc in the mayhem. It was a hit. 

The teens swarmed me, screaming, “OR- 
BEEEEEZ!” 

Orbeez spilled all across the venue. I tried 
to collect as many as I could, and then I got 
my check and left. (One of the kids in the 
crowd later found that missing Croc and 
pinned it to the dressing room as a trophy.) 

When I got home, I put the balls back in 
the pool, even the dirty ones, because I didn’t 
know what else to do with them. It was nasty, 
but I kind of liked it. 

Later I performed with them at Kremwerk. 
To make fun of the idea of Orbeez as food, I 
went “bobbing for Orbeez,” dunking my head 
in aplastic tub of them. But I bobbed too hard. 
The tub flipped over and the balls cascaded 
into the audience. I tried to hand them out to 
people, but no one wanted them. I spent all 
intermission scooping up Orbeez. And then 
I packed them up andtookthem home again. 

I used to love touching the balls when I 
was stoned, but now I was paranoid about 
the strange supergerms they’d probably 
grown from all the traveling and fingering. 

A few weeks later, my boyfriend threatened 
to throwthem out the window. Eventually, we 
just dragged the pool down to the dumpster. 
It was heavy but doable, like lifting a couch. 
I was not sad watching all the little Orbeez 
ooze between bags of our neighbors’ trash. I 
was so tired of a quarter of our bedroom being 
taken up by weird macromolecules. 

Little did I know, my boyfriend had se¬ 
cretly filled two pitchers full ofthem andhid 
them in our cupboard. What a guy. 

I’ve since decided I want to grow plants in 
them. After all, they’re an agricultural tech¬ 
nology. We bought a planter and we’re going 
to fill it with Orbeez and grow orchids. This 
time I know not to buy 90,000 of them. ■ 
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How many stoner film titles can you find? Note: All of these are currently on the stoner shelf at Scarecrow Video. 


Make a Stoner Film and Win Cash 

Seriously, get off the couch and do this. It will make 

your winter better. 

BY CHASE BURNS 


ey, stoner, I’ve found your winter 
project. 

It’s not going to be hard, but 
it will require you to get off the 
couch, gather a gaggle of friends 
together, and hit “record” on a camcorder. 
Actually, you know what? You could prob¬ 
ably stay on the couch and do it. 

A project will keep you warm and active 
while the gray weather bears down on us. 
And you can be high as a kite while you do it. 
There is $10,000 in cash prizes just sitting 
on the table. 

The Stranger is known for its amateur 
porn festival, HUMP! Hundreds of film¬ 
makers have won thousands of dollars 
taking it all off and making films to show 
at HUMP! In fact, HUMP! has been so suc¬ 
cessful for so many years that we’re start¬ 
ing a second short-film festival, this one for 
stoners. That’s where you come in. 

The inaugural SPLIFF Film Festival will 
give away $2,000 first-place prizes in these 
three categories: trippiest film, funniest film, 
and stupidiest film. Plus, there’s a GRAND 
PRIZE of $5,000. That means a single entry 
could win up to $7,000. Do you know how 
much weed you could buy with that? A shit 


ton, especially if you drive down to Oregon, 
where weed has never been cheaper. 

This is the year to do it. The bar couldn’t 
possibly be set any lower than it is right 
now, because the bar doesn’t even exist. 
Next year, more people will have heard of 
SPLIFF, filmmakers more seasoned than 
you will be entering, and the competition 
will be stiffen This year? Who knows what 
will happen. 

A tip: Films should be short. Like, as 
short as possible. According to the rules, 
they can’t be longer than 4 minutes and 20 
seconds (get it?). But honestly, a two-min- 
ute movie is going to have a better chance of 
making it into the festival than a four-min¬ 
ute movie, because we only have a limited 
period oftime for each screening of SPLIFF. 

Also: We need your film in by March 1. 

Think about how much content you cre¬ 
ate FOR FREE for Instagram every day. 
This is basically like an Instagram story. 
Sure, it’s going to need some creativity. 
Sure, it’s goingto need to be funny. Ortrippy. 
Or stupid. But you’ve got this. Go put your 
highness to a higher purpose. 

How many opportunities do you get in 
life to make something truly stupid and 


win thousands of dollars, citywide fame, 
and lifelong stoner cred? Imagine it now: 
Your stoned ass (maybe literally—asses are 
acceptable) up on the big screen, playing 
to sold-out crowds of stoners in Seattle, 
Portland, Denver, and San Francisco (yeah, 
we’re taking these films on the road). 

I know what you’re thinking: You don’t 
have any good ideas. Oh, come on. 

Just for you, I’ve brainstormed a few 
ideas that you can steal. Yes, these ideas 
are free for the taking! I’m serious. 

Idea #1: Heard of Orbeez? If not, see 
page 23. Or go on YouTube and look up Or¬ 
beez. You can buy 30,000 knockoff Orbeez 
for $10 from China. Buy a couple bags and 
fucking go wild. 

Idea #2: Find a nun who’s willing to 
smoke pot. Have her explain God to you 
while the two of you dab. 

Idea #3: Buy the biggest box of crayons 
you can find and film yourself looking into 
the camera and licking each one of them 
on your bed. 

Idea #4: Interview a slug or a chicken 
or a teen about the president’s trade policy. 

Idea #5: Buy a bunch of munchies and see 
how many you can mow down in a minute. 


Idea #6: Get all your friends together, 
get as high as you can handle, and re-create 
your dreams using props you find at Archie 
McPhee. 

Idea #7: Put your houseplants in a baby 
carriage and take them to the dog park. 
Wear a GoPro and film the angry dog par¬ 
ents as they tell you the park is for dogs and 
not your plants. 

Idea #8: Smoke tricks, dull. 

Okay, that’s eight ideas. Again, free for the 
taking! You literally have no more excuses. 

Still out of ideas? Use the word search 
above this article to find the titles of a bunch 
of top-shelf stoner films. Holy Mountain, 
Half Baked, and even Pineapple Express are 
genre-defining classics. There’s now a shelf 
at Scarecrow Video devoted entirely to ston¬ 
er flicks (and every movie in the word search 
above is on that shelf). Head to Scarecrow, 
rent a few, and get some inspiration. 

As weed changes, so does the culture. It’s 
high time we reinvent the stoner film. 

Let’s alltokeup, grab a camera (even just 
your iPhone could work), and go make some 
movies. Funny, trippy, stupid—whatever. 
Find more info and full submission details 
at SpliffFilmFest.com. ■ 
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Things to Do Stoned 

It’s winter. It’s 2019. Here are five reasons 
to get off your couch. 

BY LEILANI POLK 


S eattle is a pretty cool place for Ston¬ 
ers to hang in public. (Just as long 
as you don’t get caught smoking 
pot in public—that’s a $27 fine.) If 
you’re like me, you probably enjoy 
most things more while under the influence, 
but here are some happenings that seem par¬ 
ticularly attuned to those of us who’ve just 
smoked a fat doobie. 

1. SUCCUMB TO THE MUNCHIES 

Chowing down after a nice smoke is a favor¬ 
ite high pastime, and there are three events 
coming up that speak to my rapacious soul. 
The three-day Seattle Wine and Food Ex¬ 
perience is great and all, but it’s the kickoff 
that’s most worth mentioning: Comfort, a 
festival of "feel-good foods and crafty brews” 
(Thurs Feb 21, Sodo Park). Among the tasty 
selections from Seattle area gastropubs 
and taverns: fried chicken, mac and cheese, 
a Katsu Burger-run french fry bar (put the 
potato in my mouth, please), desserts, spe¬ 
cialty cocktails, and plenty of craft beer and 
cider (be careful with the spins, friend). 

Even more mouth-watering for my relent¬ 
less sweet tooth: Seattle Cake Con (Sun Feb 
24, Fremont Foundry). The price of admis¬ 
sion not only gets you in, but pays for you to 
sample cake, chocolates, ice cream, macar- 
ons, doughnuts, and whatever other goodies 
are on display at this (omg, it sounds so amaz¬ 
ing, I am hungry right now) “conference.” A 
fan of The Great British Baking Show ? You 
can enter decorating competitions, watch 
live demos, and chat with experts. Or you 
can just crush some sweets. Easy. 

And finally: the Seattle Cheese and 
Meat Festival (Sat April 20, Block 41). I 
mean, it’s happening on 4/20, which tells 
you something. Cured meat. Fromage. You 
get a charcuterie board and tasting glass 
upon entry, and more than 50 vendors offer 
tastes and sips (wine, cider, beer, spirits, and 
kombucha included). Mother. Fucking. Yum. 

2. VEG OUT AT THE MOVIES 

Seattle has an abundance of indie movie 
houses, and there always seems to be some¬ 
thing showing that’s geared to stoners. 
I’ve been eyeing Northwest Film Forum’s 


Nocturnal Emissions film series (Third 
Thursdays), an event spearheaded by lo¬ 
cal horror queen Isabella Price, who has a 
podcast by the same name and stages abur- 
lesque performance before each screening 
of culty horror flicks—the zombie surre¬ 
alism of Phantasm (Jan 17), experimental 
vampirism-as-addiction flick Ganja & Hess 
(Feb 21), Wes Craven’s satire of cannibalism 
The People Under the Stairs (March 21), and 
female-directed slasher film Slumber Party 
Massacre II (April 18). 

If you have a short attention span, the 
20th annual edition of the Animation 
Show of Shows brings together 15 of the 
best animated shorts from around the world 
into a feature-length presentation that will 
surely awe, entertain, and delight your high 
ass (March 8-14, SIFF Cinema Uptown). 
Of course, there’s the inaugural SPLIFF! 
Film Festival, the baked younger sister of 
our porn festival HUMP!, that will feature 
weed-themed short films (April 19-20, SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian). You can still enter a film, 
find details on page 27. 

And ifyou must loaf on the couch, the least 
you can do is rent something fun to watch 
from the famous Scarecrow Video. They’ve 
curated a special section of stoner films in 
celebration of SPLIFF! that includes (but is 
not limited to) Half Baked, Tampopo, Brazil, 
The Big Lebowski, Fantastic Planet, Friday, 
Jupiter Ascending, Dazed and Confused, 
and Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels 
(through April 20). 

3. PUT THAT SEEMINGLY USELESS 
KNOWLEDGE TO WORK 

The Runaway’s Trivia Tuesday has two 
upcoming nights themed around stoner- 
appropriate TV shows: Arrested Develop¬ 
ment (Tues Jan 22) and It’s Always Sunny 
in Philadelphia (Tues Jan 29). The stoniest 
stoners might try their hand at the ongoing 
Cannabis Trivia Night (Second Mon¬ 
days, Via Tribunali), because you’re bound 
to know something about your escapism 
hatch of choice. Lastly, and perhaps most 
importantly, there are two recurring triv¬ 
ia nights hosted by the smart, stylish drag 
queen Betty Wetter, whose questions, to 
quote my colleague Christopher Frizzelle, 


“are timely, intriguing, historical, horrify¬ 
ing, and hilarious.” The event at Clock Out 
Lounge (Third Tuesdays) has a new theme 
every month (the January 15 edition focused 
on the films from Ariana Grande’s “Thank U, 
Next” video), while Betty’s Body of Knowl¬ 
edge (Sundays at Solo Bar) covers current 
affairs and general/pop culture subjects. 

4. LAUGH IN PUBLIC 

Sure, it’s supposed to be for kids (and it’s be¬ 
ing presented at Seattle Children’s Theatre), 
but Balloonacy (March 14-July 7) gets 
high marks from The Stranger’s own Chase 
Burns. He saw it at Minneapolis’s Children’s 
Theatre Company, admittedly stoned out of 
his mind, and calls it one of the most magical 
things to ever be created for the stage. He 
describes it as “a wordless situational com¬ 
edy about an old man who lives alone and is 
trying to celebrate his birthday, when sud¬ 
denly red balloons bust into his apartment to 
tease and tickle him. It’s basically an allegory 
for socialism, but for kids.” Or for stoners. 
Just go, all right? There’s also the venerable 
improv of Whose Line Is It Anyway?, on tour 
as Whose Live Anyway?, featuring sever¬ 
al original cast members (Greg Proops, Jeff 
B. Davis, and Ryan Stiles) plus Joel Murray 
(Fri March 8, Moore Theatre). 

5. UMMM, SOME LIVE MUSIC? 

This is a no-brainer. You like what you 
like, but might I recommend these shows: 
the lushly orchestrated baroque psyche¬ 
delia of the Lemon Twigs (Tues Jan 29, 
Neptune Theatre), Grateful Dead set list 
re-creators Dark Star Orchestra (Thurs 
Feb 7, Showbox), dazzling, made-for-ADD 
good-time prog rockers Umphrey’s McGee 
(Sat March 9, Showbox Sodo), experimen¬ 
tal one-man band playing on homemade 
instruments That 1 Guy (Wed March 13, 
Barboza), and expansive Brit space-rock 
makers Spiritualized (Wed April 3, Moore 
Theatre). Finally, there’s the upcoming E.T. 
The Extra-Terrestrial in Concert, which 
features a screening of the beloved 1982 
film with the original John Williams score 
performed live by the Seattle Symphony 
(Feb 8-10, BenaroyaHall). ■ 
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Free Will Astrology 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


January 16-22 January 23-29 


ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): In 1917, leaders of the Christian 
sect Jehovah's Witnesses prophesied that all earthly governments would 
soon disappear and Christianity would perish. In 1924, they predicted that 
the ancient Hebrew prophet Moses would be resurrected and speak to 
people everywhere over the radio. In 1938, they advised their followers not 
to get married or have children, because the end of civilization was nigh. In 
1974, they said there was only a "short time remaining before the wicked 
world's end." I bring these failed predictions to your attention, Aries, so as 
to get you in the mood for my prediction, which is this: All prophecies that 
have been made about your life up until now are as wrong as the Jehovah 
Witnesses' visions. In 2019, your life will be bracingly free of old ideas about 
who you are and who you are supposed to be. You will have unprecedented 
opportunities to prove that your future is wide open. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): Movie critic Roger Ebert de¬ 
fined the term "idiot plot" as "any film plot containing problems that would 
be solved instantly if all of the characters were not idiots." I bring this to your 
attention because I suspect there has been a story line affecting you that in 
some ways fits that description. Fortunately, any temptation you might have 
had to go along with the delusions of other people will soon fade. I expect 
that as a result, you will catalyze a surge of creative problem-solving. The 
idiot plot will transform into a much smarter plot. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): In 1865, Prussian political leader 
Otto von Bismarck got angry when his adversary Rudolf Virchow suggested 
cuts to the proposed military budget. Bismarck challenged Virchow to a 
duel. Virchow didn't want to fight, so he came up with a clever plan. As 
the challenged party, he was authorized to choose the weapons to be used 
in the duel. He decided upon two sausages. His sausage would be cooked; 
Bismarck's sausage would be crammed with parasitic roundworms. It was a 
brilliant stratagem. The proposition spooked Bismarck, who backed down 
from the duel. Keep this story in mind if you're challenged to an argument, 
dispute, or conflict in the coming days. It's best to figure out a tricky or 
amusing way to avoid it altogether. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): An imaginative 27-year-old man 
with the pseudonym Thewildandcrazyoli decided he was getting too old to 
keep his imaginary friend in his life. So he took out an ad on Ebay, offering 
to sell that longtime invisible ally, whose name was John Malipieman. Soon 
his old buddy was dispatched to the highest bidder for $3,000. Please don't 
attempt anything like that in the coming weeks, Cancerian. You need more 
friends, not fewer—both of the imaginary and non-imaginary variety. Now 
is a ripe time to expand your network of compatriots. 

LEO (JULY 23—AUG 22): In December 1981, novice Leo film¬ 
maker James Cameron got sick, fell asleep, and had a disturbing dream. He 
saw a truncated robot armed with kitchen knives crawling away from an 
explosion. This nightmare ultimately turned out to be a godsend for Cam¬ 
eron. It inspired him to write the script for the 1984 film The Terminator, a 
successful creation that launched him on the road to fame and fortune. I'm 
expecting a comparable development in your near future, Leo. An initially 
weird or difficult event will actually be a stroke of luck. 

VIRGO (AUG 23-SEPT 22): Psychologists define the spotlight 
effect as our tendency to imagine that other people are acutely attuned 
to every little nuance of our behavior and appearance. The truth is that 
they're not, of course. Most everyone is primarily occupied with the welter 
of thoughts buzzing around inside their own head. The good news, Virgo, 
is that you are well set up to capitalize on this phenomenon in the coming 
weeks. I'm betting you will achieve a dramatic new liberation: You'll be 
freer than ever before from the power of people's opinions to inhibit your 
behavior or make you self-conscious. 

LIBRA (SEPT 23-OCT 22): What North America community 
is farthest north? It's an Alaskan city that used to be called Barrow, named 
after a British admiral. But in 2016, local residents voted to reinstate the 
name that the indigenous Inupiat people had once used for the place: 
Utqiagvik. In accordance with the astrological omens, I propose that in 
the coming weeks, you take inspiration from their decision, Libra. Return 
to your roots. Pay homage to your sources. Restore and revive the spirit of 
your original influences. 

SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV 21): The Alaskan town of Talkeetna 
has a population of 900, so it doesn't require a complicated political struc¬ 
ture to manage its needs. Still, it made a bold statement by electing a cat 
as its mayor for 15 years. Stubbs, a part-Manx, won his first campaign as 
a write-in candidate, and his policies were so benign—no new taxes, no 
repressive laws—that he kept getting reelected. What might be the equiv¬ 
alent of having a cat as your supreme leader for a while, Scorpio? From an 
astrological perspective, now would be a favorable time to implement that 
arrangement. This phase of your cycle calls for relaxed fun and amused 
mellowness and laissez-faire jauntiness. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22-DEC 21): Trees need to be buffeted 
by the wind. It makes them strong. As they respond to the pressure of 
breezes and gusts, they generate a hardier kind of wood called reaction 
wood. Without the assistance of the wind's stress, trees' internal structure 
would be weak and they might topple over as they grew larger. I'm pleased 
to report that you're due to receive the benefits of a phenomenon that's 
metaphorically equivalent to a brisk wind. Exult in this brisk but low-stress 
opportunity to toughen yourself up! 

CAPRICORN (DEC 22-JAN 19): Writing at the Pudding, 
pop-culture commentator Colin Morris reveals the conclusions he drew 
after analyzing 15,000 pop songs. First, the lyrics of today's tunes have sig¬ 
nificantly more repetitiveness than the lyrics of songs in the 1960s. Second, 
the most popular songs, both then and now, have more repetitive lyrics 
than the average song. Why? Morris speculates that repetitive songs are 
catchier. But in accordance with current astrological omens, I encourage 
you Capricorns to be as unrepetitive as possible in the songs you sing, the 
messages you communicate, the moves you make, and the ideas you artic¬ 
ulate. In the coming weeks, put a premium on originality, unpredictability, 
complexity, and novelty. 

AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): In May 1927, Aquarian aviator 
Charles Lindbergh made a pioneering flight in his one-engine plane from 
New York to Paris. He became instantly famous. Years later, Lindbergh 
testified that partway through his epic journey, he was visited by a host of 
odd, vaporous beings who suddenly appeared in his small cabin. They spoke 
with him, demonstrating a sophisticated understanding of navigation and 
airplane technology. Lindbergh's spirits were buoyed. His concentration, 
which had been flagging, revived. He was grateful for their unexpected 
support. I foresee a comparable kind of assistance becoming available to 
you sometime soon, Aquarius. Don't waste any time being skeptical about 
it, just welcome it. 

PISCES (FEB 19-MARCH 20): More than four centuries ago, 
a Piscean samurai named Honda Tadakatsu became a leading general in the 
Japanese army. In the course of his military career, he fought in more than 
a hundred battles. Yet he never endured a major wound and was never 
beaten by another samurai. I propose we make him your inspirational role 
model for the coming weeks. As you navigate your way through interesting 
challenges, I believe that, like him, you'll lead a charmed life. No wounds. 
No traumas. Just a whole lot of educational adventures. 

Write a one-page essay entitled "20191s the Year I Figure Out What I Really 
Want." Share if you like: freewillastrology.com 


ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19): We might initially be inclined to 
ridicule Stuart Kettell, a British man who spent four days pushing a brussels 
sprout up 3,560-foot-high Mount Snowden with his nose. But perhaps our 
opinion would become more expansive once we knew that he did it to 
raise money for a charity that supports people with cancer. In any case, the 
coming weeks are a favorable time for you, too, to engage in extravagant, 
extreme, or even outlandish behavior on behalf of a good cause. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): The Taurus guitar wizard 
known as Buckethead is surely among the most imaginative and prolific mu¬ 
sicians who has ever lived. Since producing his first album in late 2005, he 
has released 306 other albums that span a wide variety of musical genres— 
an average of 23 per year. I propose we make him your patron saint for the 
next six weeks. While it's unlikely you can achieve such an extravagant level 
of creative self-expression, you could very well exceed your previous personal 
best in your own sphere. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): Novelist Arthur Conan Doyle 
created Sherlock Holmes, a fictional character who personifies the power 
of logic and rational thinking. And yet Doyle was also a devout spiritualist 
who pursued interests in telepathy, the occult, and psychic phenomena. 
It's no surprise that he was a Gemini, an astrological tribe renowned for its 
ability to embody apparent opposites. Sometimes that quality is a liability for 
you folks, and sometimes an asset. In the coming weeks, I believe it'll be a 
highly useful skill. Your knack for holding paradoxical views and expressing 
seemingly contradictory powers will attract and generate good fortune and 
interesting openings. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): In 2006, a 176-year-old tortoise 
named Harriet died in an Australian zoo owned by "Crocodile Hunter" and 
TV personality Steve Irwin. Harriet was far from her original home in the 
Galapagos Islands. There's evidence that Charles Darwin picked her up there 
during his visit in 1835.1 propose that you choose the long-lived tortoise as 
your power creature for the coming weeks. With her as inspiration, meditate 
on questions like these: (1) What would I do differently if I knew I'd live to 
a very old age? (2) What influence that was important to me when I was 
young do I want to be important to me when I'm old? (3) In what specific 
ways can my future benefit from my past? (4) Is there a blessing or gift from 
an ancestor I have not yet claimed? 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG 22): John Lennon claimed that the Beatles 
song "Because" was generated by rendering Beethoven's "Moonlight 
Sonata" backward. If that's even a little bit true, it doesn't detract from the 
beauty and originality of "Because." May I suggest you adopt a comparable 
strategy for your own use in the coming weeks, Leo? What could you do 
in reverse so as to create an interesting novelty? What approach might 
you invert in order to instigate fresh ways of doing things? Is there an idea 
you could turn upside down or inside out, thereby awakening yourself to 
a new perspective? 

VIRGO (AUG 23-SEPT 22): The Tsonga language is spoken by 
more than 15 million people in southern Africa. The literal meaning of the 
Tsonga phrase "I malebvu ya nghala" is "It's a lion's beard," and it means 
something that's not as scary as it looks. According to my astrological anal¬ 
ysis, this will be a useful concept for you to be alert for in the coming weeks. 
Don't necessarily trust first impressions or initial apprehensions. 

LIBRA (SEPT 23-OCT 22): The old Latin verb crescere meant 
"to come forth, spring up, grow, thrive, swell, increase in numbers or 
strength." We see its presence in the modern English, French, and Italian 
word "crescendo." In accordance with astrological omens, I have selected 
crescere and its present participle crescentum to be your words of power 
for the next four weeks. May they help mobilize you to seize all emerging 
opportunities to come forth, spring up, grow, thrive, swell, and increase in 
numbers or strength. 

SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV 21): When animals hibernate, their 
metabolism slows down. They may grow more underfur or feathers and 
some add extra fat. To conserve heat, they may huddle together. In the 
coming weeks, I don't think you'll have to do what they do. But I do suspect 
it will be a good time to engage in behaviors that have a resemblance to hi¬ 
bernation: slowing down your mind and body; thinking deep thoughts and 
feeling deep feelings; seeking extra hugs and cuddles; getting lots of rich, 
warm, satisfying food and sleep. What else might appeal to your need to 
drop out of your fast-paced rhythm and supercharge your psychic batteries? 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22-DEC 2l):When people tell me they 
don't have time to read the books I've written, I advise them to place the 
books under their pillows and soak up my words in their dreams. I don't 
suggest that they actually eat the pages, although there is historical prece¬ 
dent for that. The Bible describes the prophet Ezekiel as literally chewing and 
swallowing a book. And there are accounts of 16th-century Austrian soldiers 
devouring books they acquired during their conquests, hoping to absorb 
the contents of the texts. But in accordance with the current astrological 
omens, I suggest that in the next four weeks, you acquire the wisdom stored 
in books by actually reading them or listening to them. In my astrological 
opinion, you really do need, for the sake of your psychospiritual health, to 
absorb writing that requires extended concentration. 

CAPRICORN (DEC 22-JAN 19): Among the top "howto" 
search inquiries on Google are "how to buy Bitcoin," "how to lose belly 
fat fast," "how to cook spaghetti in a microwave," and "how to make 
slime." While I do think that the coming weeks will be prime time for you 
to formulate and launch many "howto" investigations, I will encourage you 
to put more important questions at the top of your priority list. "How to get 
richer quicker" would be a good one, as would "how to follow through on 
good beginnings" and "how to enhance your value" and "howto identify 
what resources and allies will be most important in 2019." 

AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): Motivational speaker and author 
Nick Vujicic was born without arms or legs, although he has two small, un¬ 
usually shaped feet. These facts didn't stop him from getting married, raising 
a family of four children, and writing eight books. One book is entitled Life 
Without Limits: Inspiration for a Ridiculously Good Life. He's a positive guy 
who has faith in the possibility of miracles. In fact, he says he keeps a pair 
of shoes in his closet just in case God decides to bless him with a marvelous 
surprise. In accordance with the current astrological omens, Aquarius, I sug¬ 
gest you make a similar gesture. Create or acquire a symbol of an amazing 
transformation you would love to attract into your life. 

PISCES (FEB 19-MARCH 20): About 11 percent of the pop¬ 
ulation of the Philippines is composed of Muslims who call themselves the 
Bangsamoro. Many resist being part of the Philippines and want their own 
sovereign nation. They have a lot of experience struggling for independence, 
as they've been rebelling against occupation by foreign powers for 400 
years, including Spain, the United States, and Japan. I admire their tenacity 
in seeking total freedom to be themselves and rule themselves. May they 
inspire your efforts to do the same on a personal level in the coming year. 

Homework: Write yourself a nice long love letter. Send a copy to me if you 
like: freewillastrology.com. 
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© Savage Love 

BY DAN SAVAGE 


Big Little Lies 

I’m a middle-aged man dating a younger 
guy. He wanted to be a “boy" to a Dom top 
daddy, and I was happy to oblige. The sex is 
amazing, and we click as people, too. Then 
a couple days ago, he told me he wanted to 
explore small penis humiliation (SPH). I 
was taken aback—not by the request, but 
because his penis is NOT small! It’s not 
huge, but it’s at least average. And it’s 
thick! I’m not super hung, so it’s not that 
he seems small in comparison—I have 
maybe an inch on him. When I pointed 
this out, he claimed I was just trying to 
make him feel better about his small size! 
He said I was patronizing him. He ended 
the conversation by saying he would drop 
it, since it was obviously making me un¬ 
comfortable. Honestly, I am uncomfortable 
with it. I just can’t imagine bringing myself 
to go on about how small his dick is when 
I’m actually thinking how much that thing 
would hurt if he were to top me. But my big¬ 
ger concern is that doing SPH might feed 
into possible body dysmorphia. The way he 
reacted to being told his penis wasn’t small 
was a red flag—it told me this isn’t just a 
fantasy. It’s not that he wants to be made 
to FEEL it’s small; he really believes it is 
small. How is this different from telling a 
skinny boyfriend what a big fat pig he is?I 
really like this guy, and I think this could go 
somewhere. I want to be GGG, but not at the 
cost of his mental health. 

Need Objectivity, Savage, Please Help! 

“The boy expressed a desire to play out a spe¬ 
cific scene; he did not request a fact-check 
on his dick size,” said Dr. Reece Malone, a 
board-certified sex therapist with a doctorate 
in human sexuality. “The boy’s disappoint¬ 
ment is understandable, especially if he was 
feeling hopeful that the request would be met 
with enthusiasm and mutual excitement.” 

Your boy was probably nervous when he 
brought SPH up, NOSPH, and his reaction to 
your reaction—his complaints about feeling 
patronized, his demand to drop the subject— 
was likely motivated by shame. Not shame 
about the size of his dick, but shame about 
this particular kink. He was open with you 


about other kinks right away, but sharing 
those kinks probably didn’t make him feel as 
vulnerable as sharing this one did. He held 
SPH back until he felt he could really trust 
you. And after he worked up the nerve to tell 
you about his biggest turn-on, your response 


was to argue with him about whether his dick 
is small enough to qualify him for SPH play. 
“I think it’s important that NOSPH revisit the 
conversation to examine if his reaction felt 
shaming,” said Dr. Malone. 

“While I appreciate NOSPH’s concerns,” 
continued Dr. Malone, “SPH scenes don’t 
require one to have a small dick. It’s fully 
engaging in the role-play itself that’s hot and 
exciting. It really is no different if a daddy’s 
skinny boyfriend wanted to engage in a fan¬ 
tasy where the thought of being a ‘big fat pig’ 
was hot and exciting for him.” 

Now, if he had a history of bulimia, telling 
him he’s a “big fat pig” could be harmful; like¬ 
wise, if he had a history of bigorexia, telling 
him he’s a “skinny little shit” could be harm¬ 
ful. Your boyfriend may have a distorted idea 
about average dick size—most likely distorted 
by porn—but odds are good he’s one of mil¬ 


lions of people out there who have eroticized 
their anxieties and insecurities. So long as 
he isn’t contemplating some dangerous or 
stupid way to make his cock bigger (like get¬ 
ting liquid silicone injected into his genitals, 
something that led to the death of a gay man in 
Seattle last year), you can engage 
in SPH without doing him harm. 

“But NOSPH should ask more 
questions and engage in a dia¬ 
logue on how his boy wants the 
scene played out, and if and how it 
would change their sexual dynam¬ 
ic overall,” said Dr. Malone. “It’s 
also fair for NOSPH to share his 
own concerns about feeding into 
body dysmorphia. He also has the 
right to set boundaries or decline 
the scene altogether.” 

Agreed! Limits and boundaries 
aren’t just for subs, bottoms, or 
slaves. Doms, tops, Masters, and 
Mistresses get to have limits and 
set boundaries, too. If you can’t go 
there, you aren’t obligated to go 
there. But it might make you feel 
better about going there, NOSPH, 
if you bear in mind that you can 
mock his tiny cock (during sex 
play) and reassure him about his 
cock (during aftercare). If your 
boy doesn’t feel like he has to win 

JOE NEWTON 

an argument about how small his 
cock is to get the SPH he wants, he might be 
willing to admit—or finally be willing to ac¬ 
cept—that his cock isn’t really that small. 

Dr. Reece Malone is the creator of “Last 
Longer in Bed: 6 Steps to Master Premature 
Ejaculation.” You can learn more about Dr. 
Malone and his work at reecemalone.com. 

I’m a gay man in my late 20s finishing up a 
graduate program and dating a man who is 
38. The sex is great. Some context: We met 
on Scruff and dated for a little bit. Then I suf¬ 
fered a loss in my family—I was sad and con¬ 
fused, and didn’t want a relationship during 
this time. We talked again in June 2018, we 
went to Pride in Minneapolis, and we have 
been together since December 2018. Recent¬ 
ly he hinted about children and my attitude 
toward children. I responded that I want to 
have children of my own someday. However, 


in a text, he stated that he wants a child in a 
year or two. This seemed like an ultimatum 
to me, one. that could make or break this rela¬ 
tionship, and I wonder why he kept this from 
me. I do want children, but I’m still a starving 
student, a child is a huge responsibility, and 
I worry about the state of the world. And he 
texted this information to me! I feel anxious 
and pressured. What do I need to do? 

Text Ultimatum May Unravel Loving Ties 

Maybe you need to chill the fuck out, TUMULT. 

People put their long-term goals on the 
table when they start getting serious about 
someone—long-term goals like the plac¬ 
es they’d like to live or the kids they’d like 
to have—because if you’re not on the same 
page about the big stuff, continuing to make 
a large emotional investment in the relation¬ 
ship sets both partners up for heartbreak. 
And while you seem to think he should have 
brought kids up sooner (or in person, which 
definitely would’ve been better), people who 
bring up kids on the first date don’t get many 
second dates. Six months in is a perfectly 
reasonable time to bring kids up. 

And where you see an ultimatum, TUMULT, 
I see an opening—the opening of negotiations. 
Your boyfriend would like to be a parent in a 
year or two. You would also like to be a par¬ 
ent, but not that soon. So make your counter¬ 
offer. If two years is too soon, tell him when 
you think you might be ready. Three years? 
Four? After you land a j ob in your field? After 
President Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez signs 
the Green New Deal into law? 

All your boyfriend is saying—all he’s tex¬ 
ting—is that he sees a future with you and 
wants to know if you’re on the same page 
about the big stuff. It’s a compliment, TU¬ 
MULT, not an ultimatum. And while there’s 
no compromising about whether to have 
kids—you can’t have half a kid (not legally)— 
you can hammer out a compromise about 
when to have kids. ■ 


mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 

MORE SAVAGE 

Give the gift of the magnum Savage Lovecast at 
savagelovecast.com. 




news • arts • entertainment • everything 

thestranger.com/slog 



Sat 1/19 - How to Manage Consent Risk 

Sat 1/19 - Smarter Sex (includes access to an autoclave for metal sex toys) 
Sat 1/26 - Erotic Hypnosis: Getting Started 
Sun 1/27 - Bondage for Beginners 

Info: Pan-Eros.org Tix: strangertickets.com/go/pan-eros 
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This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with the consumption of this 

product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of the reach of children. Marijuana products may be purchased or possessed only by persons 21 years of age or older. 
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Saturday, January 19th r 3-6 PM 


KEXP Gathering Space, 

472 1st Avenue N p Seattle 

Join us for Roe on the Rocks, an opportuney Tor us 
to come together and celebrate the landmark 1973 
Roe v, Wade case which granted safe access to abortion 
throughout the United States 

Planned Parenthood has partnered with Shout Your 
Abortion to host a community celebration, reminding 
ourselves who we are and what values we're fighting for 
(with a drink in hand]. Your ticket will include food from 
Sunny Up. drinks from Fremont Brewery and Lady Bar, 
music from KEXP DJs, and more. 

For questions email: rsvp@ppgnhi.org 

Tickets start at $15. Purchase tickets at: 

Roe o rrt he Rocks, org 





MEET SINGLES 

Stress Free in 2019 


30 GREAT EVENTS EVERY MONTH! 

Hiking | Kayaking | Wine Tastings | Dance Classes 
Dinner Cruises | World Travel & More 

Events Adventures 


Live a Life You Love 


www.eventsandadventures.com 
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JESSICA STEIN 

THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS - 


Seattle Womxn’s March 

Unfortunately, Donald Trump is still our pres¬ 
ident, and the rights and safety of womxn, peo¬ 
ple of color, the LGBTQ+ community, immi¬ 
grants, and anyone else who is not a wealthy 
white man are still at risk. On the second anni¬ 
versary of Trump’s inauguration and the first 
Seattle Women’s March, the Seattle Womxn 
Marching Forward group is planning a week¬ 
end of events around the theme of "building 
power,” with the goal of not only protesting the 
regime’s inhumane policies, but also uniting 
people from diverse, intersectional commu¬ 
nities to help improve the lives of those affect- 
edby the current administration all year long. 
Specifically, organizers are calling for people 
to rally at Cal Anderson Park and march 
to Seattle Center where there will be a se¬ 
ries of activism 101 workshops (Sat Jan 19), 
take part in a day of action at venues around 
the city (Sun Jan 20), and participate in the 
Seattle MLK Jr. Day March and Cele¬ 
bration (Mon Jan 21)—more on that event 
below. Looking for other ways to show your 
support for equal rights this weekend? Join 
Shout Your Abortion and Planned Parenthood 
for special drinks and snacks in honor of the 
46th anniversary of Roe v. Wade at the Roe on 
the Rocks party (Sat Jan 19 at KEXP). 

MLK Day 

Civil-rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 
paved the way for desegregation in the Unit¬ 
ed States and earned a Nobel Peace Prize 


for his nonviolent social-justice activism. 
There are lots of ways to honor his legacy 
at special events around town, including 
an opportunity fair, workshops, a march, 
and rallies at the MLK Jr. Day March and 
Celebration (Mon Jan 21 at Garfield High 
School) and the 31st Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration 
(Mon Jan 21 at the Greater Tacoma Con¬ 
vention Center). To celebrate through the 
arts, get an Arts & Social Justice Tour 
at the Seattle Art Museum (Thurs Jan 17) 
or dance to KEXP D Js at the 19th Annual 
Expansions MLK Unity Party (Sun Jan 
20 at the Clock-Out Lounge). If you want to 
give back to the community, participate in 
any number of projects participating in the 
United Way of King County’s MLK Day of 
Service campaign (Jan 16-25). 

Cultural Festivals 

If you take some time to explore Seattle, you’ll 
find that it’s full of cultural diversity, and this 
fortnight offers several ways to discover cul¬ 
tures you’re unfamiliar with—or further im¬ 
merse yourself in ones you are. Lunar New 
Year isn’t officially until February 5, but you 
can start celebrating early at events like the 
Seattle Symphony’s Celebrate Asia concert 
(Sun Jan 27 at Benaroya Hall), Seattle Cen¬ 
ter’s Vietnamese Tet in Seattle celebration 
(Jan 26-27), and the Japanese cultural festi¬ 
val Mochitsuki (Sun Jan 27 at the Japanese 
Culture and Community Center of Washing¬ 
ton). Plus, check out the Limmud Festival 


of Jewish Learning (Sat Jan 19 at Bellevue 
College), which offers a glimpse into Juda¬ 
ism through art, music, food, and history, or 
a screening of the film Promised Land at the 

DuwamishLonghouse 10-Year Anniver¬ 
sary Open House (Sat Jan 26). 

Timbrrr! Winter 
Music Festival 

This music festival (Jan 25-26) is a great 
excuse to take a road trip to Leavenworth— 
Washington’s own Cascade-nestled Bavar¬ 
ian-style village—partly for the snow sports 
at Stevens Pass, a hot-toddy garden at the fes- 
thalle, wine tastings, and other “beardo-mag- 
net amenities,” to use Stranger contributor 
Brittnie Fuller’s words, but mainly to catch a 
slew of musical acts from Seattle and beyond. 
This year’s roster is as varied as ever, boast¬ 
ing sets by Jenn Champion, the True Loves, 
Parisalexa, Shannon & the Clams, Kyle Craft, 
Tres Leches, and many more. 

Cozy Winter Festivals 

If you’re not a spritely winter fox who has a 
natural affinity for brisk temperatures, these 
mid-season days can be a drag. As such, nowis 
a fantastic time to hygge it up at a cozy winter 
festival. Take a trip to the Cascades to witness 
live ice carving and play in the snow at Leav¬ 
enworth’s Bavarian Ice Fest (Jan 19-20), or 
watch fireworks, eat soup, and sit by a beach 
bonfire atthe Lake Chelan Winter fest (Jan 


18-27). For a local adventure, join the Seattle 
Chamber Music Society for its two-weekend 
Winter Festival concert series (Jan 18-27 
at Benaroya Hall), or warm your insides with 
craft liquor at the Winter Drams Spirits 
Festival (Fri Jan 25 at WithinSodo). 


Short 

List 

45th Model 
Railroad Show 

Pacific Science Center, 
Jan 19-21, $24 

After Hours: 
tBeach Party 

Seattle Aquarium, Thurs 
Jan 17,6:30-9:30 pm, $25 

Celebrate 
Libraries Rally! 

Central Library, Sat Jan 
26,11-11:30 am, free 

Great Train Show 

Washington State Fair 
Events Center, Jan 19-20, 
$ 10/$11 


Museum of Flight 
Remembers Fallen 
Astronauts 

Museum of Flight, 

Jan 25-Feb 3, $25 

Northwest 
Remodeling Expo 

Washington State 
Convention & Trade 
Center, Jan 18-20, $5 

Rat City Roller 
Derby Bout 

The Rat’s Nest, Sat Jan 26, 
5:30 pm,$15-$20 

Seattle Boat Show 

Various locations, Jan 
25-Feb 2, $16/$30 

The Seattle Pancakes 
& Booze Art Show 

El Corazon, Sat Jan 26, 

8 pm-2 am, $10/$13 


Early Warnings 


SEATTLE CANNACON Washington State Convention 
Ft Trade Center, Jan 31-Feb 2, $70-$420 


SR 99 - STEP FORWARD Various locations, Feb 2-3, free 


LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION Hing Hay Park, 
Sat Feb 9, V am-4 pm, free 
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EMERALD CITY 

COMIC CON 


''■pp 


MARCH 14-17, 2018 

YMStllttGTOta STATE GOMYEhTION £ ENTER 


kapjmmuf at 8CCC 



FINK WOLFHAHiD I ■*!» tWratar GATEM HATAHA2ZO | OinfJn Mwlcaon 



SAOHE SINK I HtMil* t Attfi MCtAUGHLlN J iucas »»naif 



GET YOUR TICKETS 
EMERALOCITYCOMICCON.COM 
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Winter in the Park 


Art 

Encounters 

JAN 25 & FEB 22 | 7 PH 
OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK [ FREE 


Take part in art at the pant! Artist- in -residonee 
Christine Esabic (Chugaeh Aiutiiq} combines 
performance installation to ^piom the gap 
between contemporary and traditional Indig emous 
works. This year's artist residency is presented 
in collaboration with tbeyaJiaiy exhibition at King 
Street Station. 

v is i tsa m.org/a rt e nco u rate r s 


OLYMPIC 

SCULPTURE 

PARK 
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Queering the Museum 

Cherdonna and her dancers are performing at 
the Frye every day for three months straight. 

BY KATIE KURTZ 


I assumed Jody Kuehner was around 
six feet tall or more because of how she 
moves her body. As femme drag queen 
slash feminist performance artist 
slash choreographer slash modern 
dancer slash clown Cherdonna Shinatra, 
Kuehner’s long body is the medium from 
which she explores how a veneer 
of relentless happiness masks 
the true difficulties of the world. 

I was close; she's five feet ten. 

But before I asked her that, I asked if it was 
okay for me to write about her body. I know 
that sounds hand-wringingly PC, but I’ve 
been wrestling with this questionfor awhile. 
As a spectator, what am I entitled to when it 
comes to women’s bodies? 

DITCH, Kuehner’s upcoming perfor¬ 
mance installation at the Frye Art Museum, 
features Kuehner and her new dance troupe, 
called DONNA, offering up their queer and 
femme-identifying bodies to the public every 
day the museum is open. Over the course of 
80 performances, they will occupy the gal¬ 
lery space amid an explosion of color. The 
installation also includes a huge MomDonna 
sculpture with a giant vagina from which the 
performers will be “birthed" each day. 


That it takes place in a museum (not a 
theater or bar) and during the day (instead 
of at night) structures the presentational 
framework in a very specific way. As far as 
I can tell, DITCH may be the first of its kind 
not only for a museum but for contemporary 
dance: a long-running dance performance 
outside of a traditional space. 

Why put Cherdonna Shinatra in 
a museum setting? 

“Museums often obscure, ex¬ 
clude, or downplay queer and femme bodies 
inside their walls. DITCH flips this script by 
giving full rein to fierce queer femmes and 
provides a space for Cherdonna’s particular 
blend of gender clownery to be seen in the 
light of day rather than secluded nightclubs," 
curator David Strand told me. 

The evolution of DITCH has transpired 
over the past couple of years following Kueh¬ 
ner’s performance at the Frye as part of the 
2015 Stranger Genius Awards. During that 
time, she became interested in the lesbi¬ 
an separatist movement of the 1970s that 
sought to create a society absent of men. 

“I was interested in this idea of creating 
a utopia or a second society. Humans aren’t 
really built to have a perfect utopia, though. 


CHERDONNA 
SHINATRA: DITCH 

Frye Art Museum 
Jan 26-April 28 



There’s always going to be conflict and strug¬ 
gle,” Kuehner told me. 

She hit a wall while developing the project, 
and she wondered why it mattered and if peo¬ 
ple would care. She worried she’d have to leave 
performance altogether and become a social 
worker or lawyer. Then she decided the goal 
of DITCH would be to make everyone happy. 


“Everyone who walks into the gallery, I’m 
going to make them so happy. Which again is 
an impossible task,” Kuehner said. 

From January 26 through April 28, the gen¬ 
eral public will be privy to Kuehner’s utopian 
experiment of queering the museum space. It 
remains to be seen how many new followers 
the cult of Cherdonna Shinatra will gain. ■ 


Top Picks 

JAN 26-APRIL 28 

Tschabalala Self 

In the first solo museum presentation of her work 
on the West Coast, New Haven-based Tschabalala 
Selfs art resists the norms of traditional portraiture. 
Dealing with the “iconographic significance of the 
Black female body in contemporary culture,” the 
figures in Selfs work both accept and reject the ste¬ 
reotypes and fantasies surrounding the Black female 
body. They are not there to instruct or reprimand, 
but simply to be. At once garish, cheeky, and 
thought-provoking, Selfs use of collage gives 
the paintings a textured look that makes you 
want to reach out and touch them. Don’t, 
though. (Frye Art Museum, Tues-Sun, free.) 
JASMYNEKEIMIG 

CLOSING THURS 
JAN 31 

Alexis L. Silva and 
Stefan Gonzales 

Alexis L. Silva is Mount Analogue’s 
first curator-in-residence for its 
new Space Residency initiative, 
which was created to bring new 
ideas to the showroom while 
also attempting to address 
the shrinking accessibility of 


physical art spaces in our city. With this in mind, 
Silva-who is a Cornish grad with a background 
in performance and photography-selected to 
show Stefan Gonzales for the month of January. 
Gonzales, a UW grad student, draws inspiration 
from land artists of the late 1960s and early 70s. 
His work at Mount Analogue uses material like 
wood, rock, fluorescent lighting, and mirrors with 
Budweiser labels to interrogate “the colonial 
relationship with the land that many Western¬ 
ers share.” (Mount Analogue, Thurs-Sun, free.) 
JASMYNEKEIMIG 

CLOSING SAT FEB 16 

Didier Harney: ‘Les Bonshommes’ 

There’s something about Didier 
Harney’s figures-or perhaps it’s 
better to call them entities—that’s a 
bit mystical but also very beautiful. 
These beings seem to inhabit 
several different planes all at once, 
taking forms that blend leaves, an¬ 
imals, and human heads to create 
something almost outside recog¬ 
nition. Inspired by the tradition of 
carnival across the world, in Les 
Bonshommes, the French artist 
works in his favored medium of 
drypoint etching to create a new 
cast of carnival characters. The 
results are a little haunting and 
also dreamlike, a true testament 
to Harney’s expansive imagination. 
(Phytogeny Contemporary, Wed- 
Sat, free.) JASMYNEKEIMIG 


CLOSING SUN FEB 24 

Vishavjit Singh: ‘Wham! Bam! 
Pow!: Cartoons, Turbans, and 
Confronting Hate’ 

New York-based artist Vishavjit Singh’s most recent 
series, Wham! Bam! Pow/-which came about 
after the horrific and deadly 2012 attack on a Sikh 
gurdwara in Wisconsin-features a turban-wearing 
superhero who fights bigotry and hatred. Singh, who 
himself is Sikh, uses cartoons and humor to confront 
and challenge the extreme prejudices leveled against 
communities that have become targets of discrim¬ 
ination and fear in post-9/11 America. Singh is the 
superhero we all need in these trying times. (Wing 
Luke Museum, Tues-Sun, $17.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

CLOSING SUN MARCH 3 

Elizabeth LaPensee: ‘heart of 
the game’ 

In any kind of game we play, there’s knowledge 
built into it that isn’t necessarily universal. Elizabeth 
LaPensee, who is Anishinabe, Metis, and Irish, looks 
at ways in which gaming architecture and systems 
can be rewired to “center, iterate, and mainstream 
indigenous ways of knowing.” In her most recent 
exhibition, visitors will have a chance to play both 
digital and non-digital games that LaPensee has 
created, like the iPad singing game Honour Water, 
and table-top role-playing game Dialect. They can 
also test out a few levels from When Rivers Were 
Trails and try an indigenous take on The Oregon 



Trail set for release sometime this year. (Hedreen 
Gallery, Wed-Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


SiiangerThingsToBtf .ea m 


Short List 


MUSEUMS 

Peacock in the Desert: 
The Royal Arts of Jodh¬ 
pur, India 

Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $25, 
through Jan 21 

The Rain Doesn’t Know 
Friends from Foes: 
Ramin Haerizadeh, Rok- 
ni Haerizadeh, Hesam 
Rahmanian 
Frye Art Museum, 

Jan 26-April 28, 
Tues-Sun, free 

GALLERIES 

Danny Giles: The 
Practice and Science of 
Drawing a Sharp White 
Background 

Jacob Lawrence Gallery, 
Jan 22-Feb 28, Tues-Sat, 
free 


Laura Castellanos: 
Bodega(Love 
Materials) 

ArtXchange, Tues-Sat, 
free, through Jan 26 

Redefinition: 

Latinx Diaspora 

Paramount Theatre, 

Jan 20-July 27, free 

Tuan Nguyen: Open 
when you forget 

Specialist, Sat, free, 
through Jan 26 

ART EVENTS 

Everyone’s Floored 

The Alice, Sat, 12-7 pm, 
free, through Jan 19 

Winter in the Park: 
Free Art Encounters 

Olympic Sculpture Park, 
Fri Jan 25,7 pm, free 


Early Warnings 


JITE AGBR0 Gallery 4Culture, Feb 7-28, free 


THEO T0BIASSE Davidson Galleries, Feb 7-March 2, free 


TWO RAVENS: ALISON MARKS ft CRYSTAL W0RL 

Stonington Gallery, Feb 7-28, free 
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PNB's The 

Sleeping 

beauty 

IS SIMPLY 
A DREAM. 1 

'the V.juJr 7 ?™p 


^tiw 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 
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PNB.org 
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THE I HATE CHILDREN 



CHILDREN'S SHOW 


A MAGIC SHOW FOR TEENS, 
TWEENS & SOCCER MOMS! 


EVERY WKND IN FEBRUARY 


® HALE'S PALLADIUM 


$rpgd*ray Baby 


TfireeWe&ks 


Edinburgh Guid« 
Britit-h Theatre? Guide 


GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 

IHATECHILDREN.COM 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 


Come Together 

Whim W’Him’s trio of new dance works 
celebrate getting along in this hell world. 

BY RICH SMITH 



Tickets table at 
5mcomiJs.i-c.e1rg 


FROM SPAIN TO INDIA 

CONTEMPORARY INSTRUMENTAL MASTERS 



STEFANO ALTAMURA 

The three works are choreographed by Zoe Scofield, Yin Yue, and Olivier Wevers. 


I n the last few years, Americans have 
become obsessed with division. 
Journalists, pundits, and writers now 
spend inordinately large amounts 
of time and energy trying to "bridge 
the divide” between MAGA hats and 
sane people, boomers and millennials, 
millennials and other millennials, et al. 
They devote entire programs and 10,000- 
word features to solving this most essential 
and urgent mystery. 

But what if the solution isn’t all that com¬ 
plicated? What if sensationalizing division 
actually spreads divisiveness more widely 
throughout the culture? What 
would happen if we spent 
more time celebrating the 
"little ordinary magic of just 
getting along with people,” 
as choreographer Zoe Scofield, winner of a 
Stranger Genius Award, put it in a recent 
phone interview with me the other day? 

The three new works slated for dance 
company Whim W’Him, collectively called 
3x3, which runs January 18 to 26 at Cornish 
Playhouse, don’t purport to offer answers to 
those questions. But each of them—in their 
own glancing way—is thinking about the hard 
work of working together through dance. 

In her contribution to the evening, Sco¬ 
field will present a spare, understated bit of 
group work that’s more or less about mun¬ 
dane social interactions, marking a signif¬ 
icant shift from the apocalyptic tone that 
dominated her last big show. Clear & Sweet. 
It won’t be a total abandonment of her past, 
however. For music, she's pairing Glenn 
Gould's recording of J.S. Bach’s "Goldberg 
Variations” with some shape note singing, a 
haunting form of gospel that featured heav¬ 
ily in Clear & Sweet. 

Lots of pedestrian movement will con¬ 
trast with those godly sounds, suggesting 


that divinity lies not with supernatural beings 
m the sky but within everyday people. “Maybe 
the sacred is in people, in relationships, in the 
ability to stay in difficult places with one an¬ 
other,” Scofield said over the phone. 

But she also stressed that "living life 
kindly and with patience and tolerance isn't 
some epic feat” deserving of special praise 
and attention. “We need to learn to care for 
one another without it being this big to-do,” 
she said. You might catch these concepts 
embodied in the duets and rhythmic, count¬ 
ing sections running throughout her piece. 

Yin Yue, founder of New York City’s 
YY Dance Company, also plans to pres¬ 
ent a stripped-down dance about—again, 
very loosely—the importance of holding 
on to human connections. Like her other 
work, The Most Illusive Hold will push the 
boundaries of physicality in dance, testing 
the technical prowess of Whim W’Him’s 
company. While Scofield’s dance will feel 
more meditative and introverted, Yue’s will 
stand out for its sheer kineticism. 

Whim W’Him artistic director Olivier 
Wevers is debuting a "surrealist narrative” 
based on the concept of belonging, set to 
Henryk Gorecki’s aptly named “Symphony 
of Sorrowful Songs.” Trump’s inhumane re¬ 
sponse to the migrant crisis and the larger 
global refugee crisis served as the seed of 
the piece, which Wevers is calling Trail of 
Soles. Dancers will arrange shoes on the 
floor to create physical spaces, Wevers said, 
suggesting, perhaps, the randomness and 
permeability of borders. 

My favorite thing about Wevers’s work 
is when the dancers lean on each other to 
lift each other up, and when one dancer 
uses another dancer’s momentum to spark 
a movement in a new phrase, so that the 
whole show progresses like some kind of 
modern-dance Rube Goldberg machine. ■ 


WHIM W’HIM: 
3X3 

Cornish 
Playhouse 
Jan 18-26 


Feb. 2, 2019 at 8 PM Feb. 3 r 2019 dt 4 PM 

Ghapd Pepferm&net Cenust Far thr* Art-, 

Falla: Suite from El amor brujo 

(Love, the Magician) 


Music of Ravi Shankar, Anoushka 
Shankar, and Jason Everett 



RAPFPKA ITER, FAMED HAQUE. JA$DN EVtRETT. TRET G4JHW. 

electric violin guitajvsitae base guitar warh guitar 
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Auto si graphy 

Company Wayne McGregor 
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CONVERSATIONS 
ABOUT SCULPTURE: 


vSsttsam.ortj/tiekfcts 


THU JAN SI* 7PK- 8:30 PM 
OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK 


What better setting to discuss celebrated 
sculptor Richard Serra than with a view of 
Ws.ire in the background? Eminent art 
historian and critic Hal Foster’s now book 
draws on talks with Serra over a 15-year 
period, as Foster presents a provocative 
examination! of sculptural form From 
antiquity to today, Spend some time 
with Seme's iconic landmark at the 
Olympic Sculpture Park before and after 
the program. 


i' > \jnii* 


SM I 


OLYMPIC 

SCULPTURE 
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THINGS TO DO -► Performance 



MATTHEW MURPHY 


religion, dicks, pussies, and sperm like the greatest, 
filthiest raconteur you’ve ever felt guilty about 
while busting a gut over. ( Parlor Live Comedy Club, 
Bellevue, 7:30 and 10 pm, $40/$50.) DAVE SEGAL 


Top Picks 

JAN 17-19 


‘And Then I Got Fired: On Being 
Trans, Unemployed & Surviving’ 

A study from 2013 found that transgender workers 
say they're unemployed at twice the rate of the 
general population (14 percent versus 7 percent at 
the time of the survey). J. Mase III, who previously 
collaborated with Dani Tirrell in Black 80 /s, will 
help give breath and body to those numbers in 
this variety show about trans people trying to find 
work. Mase displayed so much dynamism, talent, 
and poetic power in Black Bois that I was able to 
forgive the cliche slam-poet style undergirding their 
performance. I have no doubt this will be one hell of 
a show. (Gay City, 7 pm, $15/$20.) RICH SMITH 

JAN 17-FEB 16 

‘Everybody’ 

This show looks like a fun mess. At the beginning 
of Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’s Pulitzer-shortlisted 
revival of a 15th-century morality play, none of 
the actors know which role they’re going to play. 
Actors portraying the characters God and Death 
randomly select the roles for the other actors, 
and the show gets under way. Strawberry 
Theatre Workshop’s production features some 
actors who are good on their feet, and so I have 
every confidence that they’ll be able to turn this 
“work in progress,” to use Brantley’s terms, into 
an exuberant romp about the inevitability of 
death. ( 12th Avenue Arts, Mon and Thurs-Sat, 
7:30 pm, $10-$36.) RICH SMITH 

JAN 18-19 

Eddie Griffin 

Comedian Eddie Griffin is capable of dropping 
more n-bombs and "muthafuckas” in one minute 
than Richard Pryor did in a month of sets. These 
words come out like mini drum solos and pack an 
immense amount of comedic punch per usage. 
Griffin applies his rat-a-tat, profane delivery to 
crack jokes about race, politics, relationships, 


SAT JAN 19 

Aja 

Music made by drag queens is hot garbage. This 
is a fact-a proverb, even, which is why the tracks 
recently released by Aja, a RuPaul’s Drag Race 
queen, are so remarkable. They’re pretty good! 
They’re one of the few exceptions to the rule! 
“Finish Her!” and “Brujeria” are bops, and this gig 
in Kremwerk’s intimate dingy basement will be a 
cute mix of local bar queens and Drag Race stans. 
Tickets will probably sell out. ( Kremwerk, 10 pm, 
$15-$20.) CHASE BURNS 

JAN 23-FEB 2 

‘Dear Evan Hansen’ 

All I know about this show is that I very badly 
want to see it, it won a bunch of Tony Awards, and 
it's about how social media can really screw up 
people’s lives. I’m so there. ( Paramount Theatre, 
$150+.) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 

SCrangQrTtiingisToDo.com 


Marginal Consort 

On the Boards, Jan 25-26, 
$26-$30 

Middleditch & Schwartz 

Moore Theatre, Sun Jan 
27,8 pm, $33 (sold out) 

Ophira Eisenberg 

Stroum Jewish 
Community Center, Thurs 
Jan 24, 8 pm, $25 

Seattle International 
Dance Festival: Winter 
Mini-Fest 

Erickson Theatre Off 
Broadway, Fri Jan 18, Jan 
25-26,8 pm, $23/$30 

Uncle Vanya 

ACT Theatre, Jan 30-Feb 
17, $27-$52 


Short 

List 

Bohemia 

Triple Door, Jan 17-26, 
$20-$40 

DanceCrush 

Erickson Theatre Off 
Broadway, Sat Jan 19, 
7:30 pm, $20/$35 
II Trovatore 
McCawHall, $66-$250, 
through Jan 26 

lliza 

Moore Theatre, Sat Jan 
19,8 pm, 10:30 pm, $35 
(sold out) 


Early Warnings 

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY Pacific Northwest Ballet at McCaw Hall, Feb 1-10, $37-$189 


UNORTHODOX LIVE: FEATURING DAN SAVAGE Stroum Jewish Community Center, Sat Feb 2, 8 pm, $30-$55 
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from... 

POETRY SLAMS 
to POLICY PANELS 

DINOSAURS 
to DRONES 

ANCIENT HISTORY 
to MODERN ART 

NEUROSCIENCE 
to NATURE 

CELLOS 
to CHEMISTRY 

METEORS 
to MEDITATION 

ROCKET SCIENCE 
to ROCKING OUT 

PALEONTOLOGISTS 
to PIES 

OCTOGENARIANS 
to OCTOPUSES... 




THRU 


Presents her new 
Middle-Grade Novel 

Bounce Back 

Friday, February 1, 6pm 

THIRD PLACE BOOKS 
Lake Forest Park 
17171 Bothell Way NE 
(206) 366-3333 


Hena 
Khan 

Author of 
Amina’s Voice 



meMrangers 

ART+PERFORMANCE 

QUARTERLY 


The largest-circulation 
arts publication in 
the Northwest! 

Three-month shelf life! 

Distribution in 
dedicated news boxes, 
theaters, hotels, 
galleries and more! 


CONTACT YOUR SALES REP TODAY 
FOR PRICING AND OTHER DETAILS 

ISSUE DATE: MAR 13 • RESERVATION DEADLINE: FEB 22 

CALL "206) 323-7101 E-MAIL adinfo@seattleaandp.com 
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The Revolutionary Power of a 

Woman on a Bike 

Tessa Hulls gives a talk on the lost history of female explorers. 

BY RICH SMITH 


W hen Tessa Hulls looks at a 
bicycle, she doesn’t see it 
as a cool toy she can use for 
adventures. She sees it as a cool 
toy she can use for adventures 
and a tool for social liberation. 

In the last eight years, the polymath visual 
artist/comic/writer/adventurer has hiked all 
over the planet, rolling over approximately 
14,000 miles of paved road and donkey trail at 
12 miles per hour. She rode solo from Southern 
California to Maine, and she’s ridden all over 
Alaska, Ghana, Mexico, and Cuba. 

The people she met along the way were ex¬ 
traordinarily generous, but every day, with¬ 
out fail, Hulls would hear the same refrain: 

"You know, a woman 


WOMEN, TRANS, AND 
FEMME RIDERS IN EARLY 
CYCLING HISTORY 

Wed Jan 30, Rhino Room, 
7 pm, $5,21+ 


can’t travel alone.” 
Many wouldn’t be¬ 
lieve her when she 
told them otherwise. 
Encountering that level of bullshit and dis¬ 
belief sent her down a three-month research 
rabbit hole, and she’s since emerged with a 
new line on her resume: feminist historian 
with a focus on little-known turn-of-the- 
20th-century adventurers. 

As a lecturer with the Humanities Wash¬ 
ington Speakers Bureau, she’s been touring 
around Washington with a presentation on 
the stories of women who traveled solo in the 
early 1900s. On January 30 at Rhino Room, 
she’ll give a talk called “Women, Trans, and 
Femme Riders in Early Cycling History,” 



which is packed with 
fascinating, newly re¬ 
surfaced primary docu¬ 
ments about the first fe¬ 
male-identified riders. 

“I think the strongest 
critique of the system 
lies in demonstrating 
the viability of living 
outside of it,” Hulls said 
as we sipped tea at a cafe. 

“And so for me, this talk 
is an answerto being told 
that I can't do what I’ve 
been doing, and what 
women have been doing 
for 150 years.” 

As Hulls explains 
in her lecture, which 
she describes as “equal 
parts history lesson and 
badasses doing crazy 
shit on bikes,” the US bicycle craze happened in 
the 1890s, when the first reliable bicycles were 
invented. Since it was cheaper than buying a 
horse, and since the automobile hadn’t been 
invented yet, people saw biking as the future 
of transportation. 

But the bike also. Hulls argues, allowed 
women to leave the house unchaperoned. 
The arrival of the bike coincided with the 
women’s suffrage movement, which led to 
“women being allowed to socialize in packs 
for the first time,” and they rode bicycles to 
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TESSA HULLS 


In the early 1900s, bicycles allowed women to leave the home unchaperoned. 


spread the word about getting out the vote. 

As Hulls moves forward in history, she 
highlights the adventures of Annie Kop- 
chovsky the first woman to bike around the 
world; Martha Hughes Cannon, the first 
female state senator in Utah; Frances Wil¬ 
lard, a leader of the Christian temperance 
movement who spoke about the bicycle in 
terms of political empowerment; and several 
other women who used bikes as part of their 
gender activism in some way. 

Though Hulls reckons that the number of 


women participating in biking today is higher 
than it was during the early 20th century, she 
thinks the culture has backslid in some ways. 

“In the old [bike] ads, you see packs of wom¬ 
en riding on bicycles, and women riding on the 
front of tandems, and stuff that just still isn’t 
really a norm now," she said. "Now there’s 
this moment where we’re trying to get back to 
where we were in the 1890s, which is a little bit 
depressing. It’s just interesting thinking about 
how if you don’t keep pushing for the advance¬ 
ment of culture, things can quietly digress.” ■ 


Top Picks 

THURS JAN 17 

Lucinda Herring: 

‘Reimagining Death’ 

After years of working in the after-death industry, 
Washington home funeral consultant and funeral 
director Lucinda Herring has a new book out on 
dying-and dealing with death-in a more 
human-centered, holistic fashion. She helps 
families plan for death before it happens, and 
while the options for what to do with our dead 
are still limited, Herring offers guidance on home 
funerals and vigils, green burials, and what she calls 
“conscious dying.” Death will come for all of us, but 
Herring makes it a little easier to live with. ( Third 
Place Books Ravenna, 7 pm, free.) KATIE HERZOG 

SAT JAN 26 

Sam Lipsyte: ‘Hark’ 

Foul-mouthed New Yorker and brilliant literary sati¬ 
rist Sam Lipsyte cracked everyone up in 2010 with 
his novel The Ask, which detailed the rapid decline of 
a university administrator. Now he’s back with Hark, 


about a cult leader by the same name who attracts 
adorably dopey, deeply flawed, and alarmingly bleak 
disciples-similar to the protagonists you may have 
met in his earlier novels. The joy of reading Lipsyte 
lies in his roller-coaster sentences. Within a single 
paragraph, he toggles between extremes-high 
and low diction, abstract cultural critique and gritty 
realist imagery, humorous and brooding tones-but 
his command of the language is such that you never 
feel like you’re getting jerked around. ( Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH 

MON JAN 28 

Katherine Boo 

New Yorker staffer and former Washington Post 
reporter Katherine Boo has won a Pulitzer Prize, 
a MacArthur “genius” grant, and like 17 other 
accolades for investigative journalism focusing 
on the lives of poor people. She’s written moving, 
well-researched, obsessively detailed accounts of 
welfare recipients, mentally disabled people who 
were abused in group homes, and Indian families 
trying to escape poverty in Mumbai. If you haven’t 
read The Marriage Cure, her -12,000-word piece 
on two African American women participating 
in a government-mandated marriage program in 
Oklahoma City, you’ll want to figure out a way to 
carve four or five hours out of a Sunday and do 



it. Then go to this Seattle Arts ft Lectures reading. 

(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $20-$80.) RICH SMITH 

WED JAN 30 

Michael Valeri: ‘Swipeless in 
Seattle: How to Live Without a 
Smartphone’ 

Life without iPhones is possible, even in a city like 
Seattle, where the mandatory uniform is earbuds 
and a lack of eye contact because you’re staring 
at your device. Or at least that’s what 13-year 
flip-phone veteran Michael Valeri says, and that an 
app-free life is not just possible, but can even be 
fulfilling. During this free General Assembly presen¬ 
tation, Valeri offers tips and tricks on how to get by 
without Lyft, Uber, Car2Go, LimeBike, OneBusAway, 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, GPS, and all the rest. 
(General Assembly, 6 pm, free.) KATIE HERZOG 

Murray Morgan, Master Storyteller 
of the Pacific Northwest 

Any of the good stuff you’ve heard about Seattle’s 
early history likely comes from Murray Morgan’s 
67-year-old book Skid Road. Morgan was a people’s 
historian who wrote about the lives of everyday 
folks while working on a bridge in Tacoma and 


moonlighting as a reporter-commentator for a small 
radio station. Join Seattle Times books columnist 
Mary Ann Gwinn; Murray's daughter, Lane Morgan; 
and Olympia novelist Jim Lynch in a discussion 
about the book’s enduring legacy. (Folio: The Seattle 
Athenaeum, 7pm, $10.) RICH SMITH 
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Short 

List 

A.K. Asif, Shobha Rao, 
Chaitali Sen 

Seattle Art Museum, 

Sat Jan 19,3 pm, free 

An Evening with Sue 
Monk Kidd 

ACT Theatre, Fri Jan 25, 
5:30 pm, $45 


Ha Jin: 'The Banished 
Immortal’ and ‘A Distant 
Center’ 

Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Thurs Jan 24,7 pm, free 

Karen Thompson Walk¬ 
er: The Dreamers 

Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Mon Jan 21,7 pm, free 

Short Story Form and 
Function: Five Seattle 
Short Fiction Writers in 
Conversation 

Hugo House, Thurs Jan 24, 
7 pm, free 


Early Warnings 


SEATTLE ARTS ft LECTURES: SORAYA CHEMALY 

Benaroya Hall, Thurs Jan 31,7:30 pm, $35/$60 
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Deadpan Dub Diva 

Nobody can subvert a classic song like Anika. 

BY DAVE SEGAL 



T he Welsh/German singer-musician 

Annika Henderson (aka Anika) 

has had an interesting career as a 

dub-informed anti-diva who can 

subtly radicalize dance floors or 

recontextualize the rock canon, depending on 

her whims. Nearly a decade ago, Portishead/ 

Beak> producer Geoff Barrow discovered 

Anika’s talent and helped to elevate her to 

public consciousness in what has turned out 

to be one of his best aesthetic decisions. 

Anika—also a political journalist who 

focuses on science and education policy 

reform—has a distinctive knack for covers, 

draping her deadpan voice 
ANIKA f, , , . . , 

Wed Jan 30 Vera 3-round both hits and deep 

Project, 8 pm, $15 cuts by cult artists to slant- 

adv/$17 DOS, all ec [ anc j enchanted effect, 
ages 

With a timbre somewhere 
between Nico’s Teutonic starkness and Slits 
frontwoman Ari Up’s childlike playfulness, 
Anika has mastered the art of sounding at 
once in a trance and incisive. 

To get an idea of how ingeniously she toys 
with other people’s songs, check out Anika’s 
reworkings of Bob Dylan’s 1963 anti-military 
folk classic "Masters ofWar” and the Crystals’ 
Phil Spector-produced 1962 song “He Hit Me 
(and It Felt Like a Kiss).” On the latter, Anika 
and her band—essentially British neo-kraut 
rockers Beak>—transform songwriters Gerry 
GofAn and Carole King’s cringeworthy tale 
of domestic abuse toward a woman by her 
lover into an ethereal yet stoic death march 
in which Anika comes across as too much of 
a dominatrix to succumb to such abuse; the 


beats even sound like synthetic whip cracks. 
Coming from such a progressive, assertive 
woman, her version serves as a meta-com- 
mentary on shifting attitudes about women’s 
agency within relationships. 

With “Masters ofWar,” Anika and com¬ 


pany rearrange the molecular structure of 
Dylan’s spindly original—atraditional song 
arranged by folk singer Jean Ritchie—via 
dub-wise effects, beefing up the bass and 
lending graceful gravity to Dylan’s stri¬ 
dently condemnatory poetry. (Its message 


is still as tragically relevant as ever.) What’s 
most striking is the ballistic viciousness of 
the reverbed beats that punctuate Anika’s 
foreboding vocals, which aptly ratchet up 
the song’s tension. It’s one of the greatest 
cover versions of the 21st century. 

Since I interviewed Anika for these 
pages in 2011, she’s been busy, collaborat¬ 
ing with British techno/electro vet Dave 
Clarke, German industrial-techno nutter 
T.Raumschmiere, post-dubstep maverick 
Shackleton, and neo-krautrock ensemble 
Camera. And in 2014, she started the band 
Exploded View with Mexican musicians 
Martin Thulin and Hugo Quezada. 

Exploded View’s eponymous 2016 debut 
album continues Anika’s fascination with 
heavy dub bass and songs that sound like 
PiL’s Metal Box fronted by Nico. It’s an odd 
amalgam of dub and post-punk, with Anika’s 
anomic voice paradoxically punching above 
its emotional weight. Last year’s Obey full- 
length delves more into song-oriented elec¬ 
tro-punk, modulating Anika’s trademark 
spookiness into slightly more radio-friendly 
components. There are even some ballads 
(“Open Road,” “Gone Tomorrow”). But don’t 
worry: Anika never lets pop’s high-fructose 
corn syrup seep into her compositions. 

In our earlier interview, Anika asserted 
that artists “should challenge the status quo 
and what is considered normal and accept¬ 
able to the consumer. It is easy to go along a 
safe path and not challenge, but all the more 
gutsy to risk vilification and rub people the 
wrong way.” She’s kept her word. ■ 


Top Picks 


THURS JAN 17 


Bas, Rexx Life Raj, K Roosevelt, 
Correy C 

lilUiiaaitfl Touring in support of his most recent 
album, Milky Way, Sudanese-American rapper 
and Queens resident Bas is one of hiphop's best 
kept secrets. Renown for his fire collaborations 
and association with Atlanta rapper J. Cole, Bas 
is good on his own, too. Lyrically dexterous and 
clever, with great hooks, Bas is primed to take over 
the hiphop charts. ( Chop Suey, 8 pm, all ages, 
$20/$25.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


Blevin Blectum & Aquamarine 
Space Unicorns 

lajjaiiijmflAs I noted in these pages last 
year, we have a genius in our midst with Seattle 
transplant Blevin Blectum (aka Bevin Kelley), who 


works on Alexa sound design by day and sublime¬ 
ly strange electronic music by night. It’s as if some 
combination of AphexTwin and Suzanne Ciani 
arrived unannounced in the 206 and came fully 
amped to unleash two decades of studio wizardry 
on an unsuspecting populace. Blevin Blectum has 
become an IDM icon, both as a member of the 
delightfully delirious duo Blectum from Blechdom, 
and as a solo artist creating surreal synth and 
computer music that makes your brain invent 
new dance moves inside your skull. Aquamarine 
Space Unicorns (Joyanna M and Lily Bell) have a 
memorable name and a slick way with intimate, 
nocturnal, and insightful down-tempo electronic 
songcraft. ( Vermillion, 8-10 pm, free.) DAVE SEGAL 


Michael Nesmith 


R0CK/P0P 


Your favorite Monkee is now 76, but 
he appears to be in good shape after quadruple 
bypass surgery, ready to share his classics-laden 
songbook with legions of aging fans who adored 
the enduringly goofy TV show and diehards 
who followed his more obscure ’70s-era solo 
peregrinations. With the Prefab Four, Nesmith was 


the most legit musician, a songsmith possessed 
of rustic melodic beauty and lyrical poignancy. 
Monkees-era tunes such as “Door into Summer,” 
“Mary, Mary,” “You Just May Be the One,” and 
“Sweet Young Thing” could stand shoulder to 
shoulder with some of the Beatles’A-minus ma¬ 
terial. Nesmith’s solo output reaffirmed his status 
as an important contributor to the country-rock 
canon, and 1979’s Infinite Rider on the Big Dogma 
revealed his openness to hard rock and disco-fied 
dance music. (Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, 
$48-$64 (sold out).) DAVE SEGAL 


Nordra, Ben Wildenhaus, Shitty 
Person, Serpentent 


R0CK/P0P 


Here’s a strong bill of local talent. 
Nordra's Pylon II album-a stunning end-times 
soundtrack for a dance performance using guitar, 
synths, and pocket trumpet-just placed 20th in 
esteemed British magazine the Wire’s year-end 
critics’ poll. Somesurprises summon motorik 
krautrock hypnosis and hazy space-pop dreams- 
capes. Shitty Person finds Fungal Abyss drummer 
Benjamin Thomas-Kennedy on guitar and vocals, 


guiding a beautiful bummer-rock attack that’s 
simultaneously grandiose and intimate; it should 
put a nice pout on the face of Swans and Neurosis 
fans. Serpentent is Anne K. O’Neill’s outlet for 
stark, folk-singer-songwriter darkness. ( Clock-Out 
Lounge, 9 pm, $8/$10.) DAVE SEGAL 

Tribute to Cannonball Adderley 
with Roy McCurdy 

I admire 20th-century American saxophon¬ 
ist Cannonball Adderley, with reservations. He is, 
of course, a jazz giant. He contributed to what is 
one of the monuments of American culture, Kind 
of Blue. Also, his take on “Autumn Leaves" stands 
at the top of all other versions of that jazz standard. 
But I’ve always felt he was a touch too conserva¬ 
tive for my tastes. He and John Coltrane, who also 
contributed to Kind of Blue, are complete oppo¬ 
sites. The former always stood on solid ground, 
whereas the latter always stood on the edge of an 
abyss. But one must not dismiss players who are 
safe. They are important. In a way, it’s easier to 
be a great experimenter than a great conservative. 
(Tula's, 7:30 pm, all ages, $20.) CHARLES MUDEDE 
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THINGS TO DO -► Music 


FRI JAN 18 



SHERVIN LAINEZ 


Cautious Clay, Sophie Meiers 


SOUL/R&B 


Have we graduated from the PBRftB 
subgenre, a very specific, kinda boring, stripped- 
back style I could never quite get behind? I sup¬ 
pose Brooklyn's Josh Karpeh, aka Cautious Clay, 
belongs in that class, although his music feels se 
much more compelling. He draws on hiphop pro¬ 
duction qualities and experimentation, his sound 
hinting at elements of gospel, island, pop, and soul. 
He has a creamy caressing vocal timbre that can 
hit falsetto notes (so I forgive his use of Auto-Tune), 
he mixes digital programming with organic 
instrumentation, and his sonic arsenal includes 
the sax and flute. The motherfucking flute. Neither 
is overused in his music. The obvious highlight of 
his 2018 Blood Type EP is “Cold War,” built on low- 
end that pulses like a deeply beating heart, a stark 
rhythm of woodblock knocks, subtle synth em¬ 
bellishments, and light perc clatters as his vocals 
ascend elegantly over the top, referencing modern 
dating, apps, and Instagram habits without coming 
off like an annoying millennial. (Heart eyes emoji.) 

( Crocodile, 8 pm, all ages, $15.) LEILANI POLK 


Fruit Bats, LAKE 


ROCK/POP 


Eric D. Johnson’s high-toned twang 
and songwriting chops have driven the warm, 
ambling, AM-radio-kissed folk rock of the Fruit 
Bats since he originally formed the group in 1997. 
He’s the engine that drives the band train, its sole 
creative force, facilitator of their “breakup" in 2013, 
and then “reunion” a few years later. (I use the 
quotes because it’s really just him being active/ 
inactive under that particular moniker.) In Novem¬ 
ber, Johnson and company released a bouncy 
alt-country number about touring, “Getting in a 
Van Again”—their first piece of new music since 
2016 full-length Absolute Loser- and announced 
that Fruit Bats had signed to Merge Records, with 
a record expected sometime later this year. ( Trac¬ 
tor Tavern, 9 pm, $20 (sold out).) LEILANI POLK 


Research: Martyn, Jason Kendig 

1233122113 If a resident DJ from Berlin’s Panora¬ 
ma Bar comes to Seattle, it’s best to get your ass 
to the club. So this date by Dutch-born, Washing¬ 
ton, DC-based Martyn (Martijn Deijkers, co-owner 
of 3024 Records) is mandatory for people who 
like their selectors to cover a lot of fascinating 
and diverse ground in their sets. He’s conversant 
with dubstep, drum and bass, UK garage and bass 
diaspora styles, and the atmospheric ends of the 
techno and house spectra. As a producer, Martyn's 
2018 album Voids proves that there’s still plenty 
of savory juice left in the zone where non-stadi- 
um-sized dubstep and Detroit-informed techno 
converge. ( Kremwerk, 10 pm, $12.) DAVE SEGAL 




Scorpio and the Hunter, 
Lunarbass, Peyton Redwood 


SOUL/R&B 


Seattle-based, QPOC-led, neo-soul 
band Scorpio and the Hunter are groovy. It’s 
easy to imagine them killing a gig like Tiny Desk 
Concert, with frontman Anthony Canape’s voice 
soaring above all those file cabinets while the 
band’s solid rhythms keep those vocals from 
flying too far out of reach. Intent on using their 
music as a means to “explore their identities as 
queer folk and people of color through allusion 
to religion, mythology, and astrology,” Scorpio 
and the Hunter's single-release show, alongside 
Lunarbass and Peyton Redmond, is bound to be 
a thoughtful and soul-filled night. ( Barboza, 7 pm, 
$8/$10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


HIPHOP/RAP 


Keenon Daequan Ray Jackson, 
better known as YG, emerged as one of the best 
contemporary gangsta rappers in 2014 with his DJ 
Mustard-produced debut, My Krazy Life. Praised 
as an astute storyteller of life on the streets of 
Compton, YG has never shied away from blending 
boasts and politics, becoming a real-as-fuck voice 
against the Trump administration with “FDT.” His 
third and most recent studio outing, Stay Danger¬ 
ous, finds YG reuniting with Mustard. The rapper's 
take on G-funk has bloomed into something more 
luscious and poppy, his aesthetic drippier and 
more lux. ( WaMu Theater, 8 pm, all ages, $37.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG 


SAT JAN 19 

Lera Lynn, Thomas 
Dybdahl 

Those of you 

who watched the second season 
of True Detective might recog¬ 
nize Lera Lynn from the dive bar 
that the characters frequent 
in the show. And how could 
you not? Her beautiful and 
solemn ode “My Least 
Favorite Life” fits per¬ 
fectly within the bleak ^ 
and alcohol-drenched 
universe of the 
series. Lynn’s music 
encompasses the space 
between melancholic 
indie rock and Americana, 
and throughout it all, her 
voice comes through clearly, 
at once sorrowful and strong 
and perhaps even finding 
strength in sorrow. (Fremont 
Abbey, 7:30 pm, all ages, 

$20/$24.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


PETS, Ashley Eriksson, Ings 

IrMMjilJ PFTS is the brainchild of Richland, 
Washington-based artist Timothy Leingang. Their 
music is poppy and jangly, funky, weird, and 
lovingly homespun. It inspires, if not a full-out, 
body-thumping boogie, then at least a gentle sway 
or light bob or a single solitary booty roll. Joining 
him is the talented Ashley Eriksson, who you 
might recognize from the end credits theme song 
of the Cartoon Network show Adventure Time, 
playing some of the 100 disco songs she wrote 
in 2018. Seattle-based Ings-a truly delightful 
musician whose tender and intimate love songs 
warm the cheeks and the heart-will round out the 
lineup. ( Barboza, 7 pm, $8.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

SAT JAN 19 & SUN JAN 20 


Toro y Moi 

In 2011, Toro y Moi, a musician asso¬ 
ciated with the chill-wave movement, broke my 
Jimmy Jam-Terry Lewis-loving heart by covering 
the Cherrelle and Alexander O’Neal duet “Saturday 
Love” on his Freaking Out EP. I was already a 
huge fan of his effortlessly ethereal indie-rock/ 
post-disco sound, but him digging that deep into 
the best of 1980s-era R&B changed 
the way I thought (and felt) about all 
of his tunes. I honestly think you 
don't understand this brother 
(half-Filipino/half-Black Ameri¬ 
can) unless you know exactly 
what that cover of “Saturday 
Love” means. ( Neptune 
Theatre, all ages, $24.) 
CHARLES MUDEDE 


SUN JAN 20 


Duster 

■NHHifimiJ California 
space-rockers Duster 
put out two albums 
via Seattle's Up Re- 
cords -Stratosphere 
(1998) and Contem¬ 
porary Movement 
(2000)—and then 
peaced out for nearly 
two decades. That 
was long enough for 
the trio to accrue that 
quality for which many 
bands work so hard: 
mystique. Now they’re 


back, just as the sterling Chicago label Numero 
Group is prepping reissues of Duster’s catalog for 
a spring release; expect what NG did with Codeine 
and Unwound, but with less material at their 
disposal. Plus, a new Duster EP is rumored to be 
in the works. So this Seattle appearance will be 
essential for fans of introspective, heavy-lidded 
indie-rock with tender melodies and pathos-in¬ 
ducing, melancholic-white-guy vocals-and that 
includes Codeine fans, appropriately enough. Let’s 
get very sensitive tonight. ( Barboza, 8 pm, $20 
(sold out).) DAVE SEGAL 


TUES JAN 22 


Wild Child, Batty Jr. 


ROCK/POP 


I’ve said Wild Child make indie pop 
that is instantly likable and head-bobbable, driven 
by the masculine-feminine vocal exchange of 
coleaders Kelsey Wilson and Alexander Beggins. 
She has an exquisite, honeyed, silky-husky vocal 
quality that’s a pleasing counter to his sincere, 
higher-toned tenor. The Austin septet is back in 
town behind 2018’s Expectations, a combination 
of breezy feel-good numbers, poignant and bitter¬ 
sweet ballads (“Eggshells” gives me those goose 
bumps every time), and get-down dance odes, 
most of them lushly orchestrated and full of finely 
layered cello, violin, and percussion. If you missed 
their sold-out show last April at the Crocodile, this 
is your chance to get in and see them in a slightly 
roomier venue. (Neumos, 8 pm, all ages, $20.) 
LEILANI POLK 


THURS JAN 24 


Andre Nickatina, Cool Nutz, 
J.Lately 


HIPHOP/RAP 


When I was 14,1 used to follow 
around this 16-year-old girl who had what I 
thought to be all the edgiest clothes, the best 
taste, and a bad attitude. I lived in perpetual fear 
of her opinion of me, and yet I always wanted to 
hang out with her. Being a teenager is strange. 
She used to listen to a lot of Andre Nickatina, so 
for me, this San Francisco rapper will be forever 
associated with untouchable coolness. Nickatina 
has a very strong and loyal fan base here in Seat¬ 
tle, for good reason: His rhymes are smooth and 
evoke an old-school type of swagger that cannot 
be replicated. (The Showbox, 8:30 pm, all ages, 
$20/$25.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 
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A film festival by the stoned, 

for the stoned 
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STRUGGLING 

HEARTS 


IL TR0VAT0RE 

music by ojuseppc vmli 


NOW THRU JAN. 26 


Rousing revenge melodrama receives an epic new staging by 
“visionary" (The Stronger) young director. Packed with familiar 
melodies by the mas ter Pul Giuseppe Verdi {Aida, Rigoletto), 
including the famed Hammer and Anvil Chorus. 


MCCAW HALL 

206.369.7676 

SEATTLEOPERA.ORG 


JI (ravaror? PrwftictBn ■SiHjntws; 

PpBM Foundation 
AmnP.WyifcDFf 

Ole ilh'.li'vai uf SSi’vr Alibi. Produi. Liun SpwkMri 

luwrt W. Hjtn34J«r. ArtiFund 

C J. Stujrl Charitablf Ti u st 

T^giWjf Jfthtj FinWy Fund ll S*3t(te Feu ’id .ilion 

PrK./irn- 

inp C? PTUiJlhWrimil AiritrtW#. - ' “* II Pf iHk.I '. I 


THE (R)EVOLUTIDN OF « 

STEV 

S JI 

music by mason bates 
libretto by mark Campbell 

FEB. 23-MAR. 9 




Grammy-nominated“totally user-friendly" {LA. Times} 
exploration of the famous Apple co-founder's innovative 
ideas and troublesome truths. Go behind the headlines for 90 
minutes of dynamic storytelling in this groundbreaking, ‘visually 
stunning" {ABQ Journal ) theatrical event. 
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Emily King 

Sat Jan 26 at Neumos 


FRI JAN 25 


SAT JAN 26 


Cursive, Campdogzz, Summer 
Cannibals 

■:liin:*i jil j I’ve always thought of Cursive 
as the classy, venerable leaders of emofied 
post-hardcore realms. Tim Kasher’s distinctive 
style of urgent whisper-singing and abrasion-free 
shout-singing has always rubbed me the right 
way, even as others of his ilk have turned me 
off completely. There's just something about his 
earnestness and the emotion he wrings from any 
one moment that just feels more authentic than 
what you hear from many of his peers. Eighth and 
latest record Vitriola marks a few returns to old 
ways of playing: Drummer Clint Sohnase is back 
in the fold for the first time since 2006's Happy 
Hollow, and they’ve brought back a cellist, the first 
since 2003's The Ugly Organ , newest member 
Megan Siebe. According to a recent interview 
with NPR, Kasher was “really wanting to go back 
to that raw emotional feeling that I used to get, 
how I wrote the first couple Cursive records when 
I was a younger man.” (Crocodile, 8 pm, all ages, 
$20.) LEILANI POLK 


Great Falls, Marriage & Cancer, 
Blightmaker 

EEEMMM33 Lucifer have mercy, Great 
Falls’ heavy metal is punishing. But the catharsis 
it delivers is so damned satisfying, it’s worth a 
trip through the infernal threshing machine that 
is their new album, A Sense of Rest, which this 
Seattle trio will surely demonstrate in full fury 
tonight. The empaths among you may want to 
serve vocalist/guitarist Demian Johnston endless 
cups of honeyed tea after their set. Marriage 
& Cancer are Portland’s answer to Seattle's 
Haunted Horses: Both bands offer scabrous, 
pummeling noise-rook for smart folks who've had 
enough of this shit. ( The Funhouse, 9 pm, $5/$8.) 
DAVE SEGAL 


Olafur Arnalds 


_| That an Icelandic multi-instrumen¬ 
talist of such mildly “interesting” music as Olafur 
Arnalds can play a venue the size of the Moore 
testifies to the hegemony of NPR-approved, mid¬ 
dlebrow aesthetics. Mutedly grandiose orchestral 
pop with tepid electronic touches, effete art song, 
somberly beautiful piano pieces... everything 
Arnalds does is well-executed, Tasteful™, and 
blander than I can stand. But I seem to be in the 
minority on this one. (Moore Theatre, 8 pm, all 
ages, $28.) DAVE SEGAL 


Emily King 


ROCK/POP 


Sexy-poignant R&B jam “Distance” 
has more than 11 million plays on Spotify, but I 
bet you’ve never heard it, and maybe you haven’t 
heard of Emily King, either. “Distance” is about 
fighting and making up and making a relationship 
work when there’s distance in the middle of it, 
about living apart and getting back together, with 
a rather sweet refrain (“Oh, love is always better 
/ When we take time to get back to who we are 
/ When we are apart / Distance makes the heart 
grow / Even when I'm lonely / Happy knowing that 
your love is never far"). The NYC singer-songwriter 
has soulful, breathy-husky yet sweetly melodic 
and confident vocals (I’m reminded of Tina Turner, 
if not in sound, then definitely in spirit), and a few 
new singles with slow and easygoing grooves and 
subtly rich production that precede a third studio 
album, Scenery, due out on AT0 in February. 
(Neumos, 7 pm, all ages, $23/$89.) LEILANI POLK 


Hackedepicciotto 

EaiaEUSMUThe itinerant musical/ 
literary project of Einsturzende Neubauten bassist 
Alexander Hacke and versatile poet/vocalist 
Danielle de Picciotto (who plays hurdy-gurdy, 
auto harp, violin, and piano), hackedepicciotto 
emit a latent menace in their austerely beautiful 
art songs. Picciotto coos with grave sweetness 
while Hacke is adept at guttural throat singing, as 
the duo conjure a brooding beauty-and-the-beast 
dynamic. Hackedepicoiotto’s newest album, 
Menetekel, puts you through the ringer with 
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FRIDAY 1/18 

OPIUO 

DAILY BREAD 



TUESDAY 1/22 

WILD CHILD 

BATTYIR. 


SATURDAY 1/19 

LADIES OF RAP 

ALL FEMALE HIP HOP DANCE PARTY 



WEDNESDAY 1/23 

MOTHER MOTHER 

WINNETKA BOWLING LEAGUE 


SUNDAY 1/20 

LOST KINGS 



SATURDAY 1/26 

HYPHY 

BAY AREA HIP HOP DANCE PARTY 



TUESDAY 1/29 

CHROME SPARKS 

KALBELLS 


SATURDAY 1/19 

KYLIE NELSON 


SATURDAY 2/9 

TURKUAZ 

OBJECT HEAVY 
THURSDAY 2/14 

VALENTINE’S DAY WITH 

LEMOLO 

OK SWEETHEART + SOPHIA DUCCINI 


THURSDAY 1/31 

SUNSQUABI 


THURSDAY 2/7 

TWO FRIENDS 


SUNDAY 2/10 

THE-DREAM 


THURSDAY 2/14 

VALENTINE’S DAY WITH 

LEMOLO 

DK SWEETHEART + SOPHIA DUCCINI 


MONDAY 2/4 

GNASH 

MALLRAT + GUARDIN 


FRIDAY 2/8 

KING TUFF 

TROPA MAGICA 


WEDNESDAY 2/13 

LEFTOVER CRACK 

DAYS N DAZE + 

DAYGLO ABORTIONS + COP/OUT 


SUNDAY 2/17 

KID TRUNKS 
+ CRAIG XEN 

COOLIE CUT + BASS SANTANA + 
FLYBOYTARANTINO + H 


THURSDAY 2/21 

VALENTINO KHAN 


FRIDAY 2/22 

MARIBOU STATE 


SATURDAY 2/23 

DAVID AUGUST 



FRIDAY 1/25 

SUNDAY 1/27 

BASINS 

AMATEUR EYES 

FAMILIARS 

TRAUMA DEL REY +OF THE HEAVY SUN 

FRIDAY 2/1 

SATURDAY 2/2 

CAVALERIE 

THE REQUISITE 

FLIP PHONE + MOTUS 

WAKING THINGS 

FRIDAY 2/8 

SATURDAY 2/9 

DRAMA 

MERCY PARKER 

CLAIRE GEORGE 

KING MAMMOTH + CLOUD PERSON 

FRIDAY 2/15 

SATURDAY 2/16 

WALL OF EARS 

ALEX CAMERON 

+ ZEN MOTHER 

& ROY MOLLOY 

EINAR 

LOLA KIRKE 


SATURDAY 1/19 

PETS 

ASHLEY ERIKSSON + INGS 


THURSDAY 1/31 

TRACYANNE & DANNY 


THURSDAY 2/7 

THEWHAGS 

COLORWORKS + SHARK LEGS 


THURSDAY 2/14 

DANCING ON MY OWN 

ROBYN INSPIRED VALENTINE’S DAY 
DANCE PARTY 


MONDAY 2/18 

TV GIRL 

GEORGE CLANTON 




TICKETS AVAILABLE AT NEUMOS.COM & THEBARBOZA.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 







MOORE THEATRE 

FRIDAY, MAY 3 // 7:30PM & 9:30PM 
SATURDAY, MAY 4 // 7:30PM & 9:30PM 


A D ELTA 

OFFICIAL AIRLINE 


00 TH ™ 


SEATTLE ( 800 ) 982-2787* STGPRESENTS.ORG 
Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com 


IG R 0 


0200R& 


ticketmaster 
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FRYDFRYDENDAH 


its Sturm und Drang sonic travelogues. Seattle 
somehow lucked out and will get a free show by 
these two romantic wanderers at a nontraditional 
Georgetown venue. ( Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery, 8 pm, free.) DAVE SEGAL 

Open System: Sound X Spirit: 
Golden Donna, Market Failure, 
QOQO ROBOQSwith SairaB 

U2IE2I3 Screwdriver Bar’s new auxiliary 
space, Belltown Yacht Club, possesses the 
sleazy-chic atmosphere of a 1960s basement 
venue, which is perfect for the raucous ga- 
rage-rock/soul-oriented Wig Out monthly I 
recently witnessed. Thankfully, the owners are 
open-minded enough to take a chance with an 
underground-techno party, too. Portland-via-Wis- 
consin headliner Golden Donna {Joel Shanahan) 
makes lush, melodic techno informed by Warp’s 
crucial Artificial Intelligence comps, without being 
too obvious about it. QOQO ROBOQS has been 
rising through Seattle’s competitive techno scene 
over the last few years with increasingly riveting 
live performances, including a great 2018 set of 
sleek yet foreboding minimal tracks at venerable 
gay bar the Eagle. Market Failure (David Bjelland) 



is a brilliant new presence on the local circuit 
whose abrasively psychedelic techno productions 
will surface this year on respected Seattle label 
Transfusions. ( Screwdriver Bar, 8 pm, $12.) DAVE 
SEGAL 

MON JAN 28 


Snail Mail 


ROCK/POP 


Lindsey Jordan’s Snail Mail sounds 
like the local indie-rock band that you really 
wanted to make it big. And now she’s sold out the 
Neptune Theatre. Jordan is only 19 years old, and 
yet her latest record, Lush, exudes a very raw and 
mature vulnerability. Jordan’s lyricism-which 
has been compared to singer-songwriters like 
Fiona Apple and Liz Phair-coupled with her pop 
sensibility is what really makes her a compelling 
artist to listen to. ( Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, 
$15/$17.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


JAN 28-29 

Soft Machine, Moraine 

Hands up: Who knew British prog- 
rock legends Soft Machine were still going 7 Not 
I, and I’m a fan. How embarrassing. First, don’t 
expect original drummer Robert Wyatt to be in the 
lineup. (Duh.) Second, do expect drummer John 
Marshall (who joined the band in 72), bassist 
Roy Babbington (who joined in 73), guitarist John 
Etheridge (joined in 75), and keyboardist/wood¬ 
wind specialist Theo Travis (2006) to roam with 
freewheeling discipline through Soft Machine’s 
bountiful back catalog of loopy, psychedelic-prog 
songs, serpentine jazz-rock opuses, and spaced- 
out experimental forays. Just putting this out 
there: If they don’t do “The Soft Weed Factor,” I’m 
going to sulk hard. (Triple Door, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$30-$40 .) DAVE SEGAL 


LINDSEY WEB 


TUES JAN 29 

Juan Wauters 

E33223 There’s something very sweet about 
Juan Wauters’s music-1 think it’s the high, croony 
quality of his voice. But “sweet” isn’t necessarily 
the right word; maybe it’s just “earnest.” This 
earnestness coincides with the Uruguay-born, 
NYC-dwelling musician returning to his Latin 





BOX OFFICE: £06.002.1441 



WEEKLY ON 


MONDAYS: 

FUCK YEAH BINGO 
7-9PM 


Saturday, January 19 

RITUAL 

NECROMANCY 

Fetid 

Cerebral Rot 
Cavurn 

9PM $12 


Sunday, January 20 

AMATEUR EYES 

Artemis Moon 
Having Issues 

9PM 


Thursday, January 24 

MECHANISMUS PRESENTS: 

METAMORPH 

9PM $8-$ 10 


Monday, January 28 

RUBY 

THE HATCHET 

Witch Ripper, Nasty Bits 

9PM $13-$ 16 


Tuesday, January 29 

HAUNT 

Idle Hands 
Hellfire 
Weaponlord 

9PM $12-$ 15 


Wednesday, February 6 

HUMAN AGONY 

Ulutamatu Tollent 
Striations 
Putrid Temple 

9PM $10 


Saturday, February 16 

ENDORPHINS LOST 

Black Queen 
Great Falls 

9PM $10 


Thursday, February 21 

MECHANISMUS PRESENTS: 

BARK 

Justin Symbol 

9PM $8-$ 10 


Friday, February 22 

DEAD MEADOW 

Dallas Acid, Sterling Serpent 

8PM $15-$20 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 
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NECTAR LOUNGE 

412 N 36th St 
206.632.2020 
www.nectarlounge.com 


1.18 Friday (DJ/Dance Party) 

CLASSIC HIP-HOP NIGHT 

DJ Dave Paul 


1.31 Thursday (Rock) 

NO COVER: 

HOBOSEXUAL, 

THE BLACK TONES 

Presented by New Belgian & VooDoo 
Ranger Liquid Paradise IPA 


1.17 Thursday (Electronic) 

THRIFTWORKS 

Pressha, Torbjorn 


1.19 Saturday (Reggae) 

TOMORROWS 
BAD SEEDS 

Perfect By Tomorrow, 
Rebel Lion ft. Cody Quix 


2.1 & 2.2 Friday & Saturday (Rock) 

SOLD OUT: 

OG GARAGE-A-TROIS 

Stanton Moore, Charlie Hunter, Skerik 


2.3 Sunday (Rock) 

3RD SHOW ADDED: 

OG GARAGE-A-TROIS 

Stanton Moore, Charlie Hunter, Skerik 


1.20 Sunday (Hip-Hop) 

ffl CONN3CT3D 

(WIFISFUNERAL & 
ROBB BANKS) 

II Shane Diamanti, Gifted Youngstaz, 
Tone Skee 


2.7 Thursday (Hip-Hop) 

WARREN G 

Grynch, DJ Indica Jones 


2.8 Friday (Grateful Dead Tribute) 

"DEAD OF WINTER" 
with ANDY COE BAND 


1.24 Thursday (Bass) 

DANGER 

CUFF LYNX, Youryoungbody 


2.9 Saturday (Reggae) 

FIJI + SLY & ROBBIE 

& THE TAXI GANG WITH BITTY MCLEAN 

Unite-One 


2.9 Saturday (Folk/Bluegrass) 

FRONT COUNTRY + 

THE WARREN G. HARDINGS 

AT FREMONT ABBEY 


1.25 Friday (Reggae) 

THE MOVEMENT 

KBong (of Stick Figure), 
Cosmic Serenity 


2.9 Saturday (Funk) 

TURKUAZ AT NEUMOS 

Object Heavy 


i j J 1.26 Saturday (Funk/Soul) 

1 ORGONE 

Acorn Project 


EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

2.13 NIGHTMARES ON WAX 
(DJ SET) 

2.14 BILAL 

2.15 TRL w/ CHRIS KIRKPATRICK 
OF *NSYNC 

2.16 JAI HO! 

2.17 NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 

2.21 RANDOM RAB 

2.22 BIG SOMETHING 
+ AQUEOUS 

2.23 THE BEST 80S PARTY 
EVER! (SO FAR) 

2.26 KIND COUNTRY 
at HIGH DIVE 

2.27 SATSANG 

+ NEW KINGSTON 

2.28 & 3.1 ANTIBALAS (2 NIGHTS!) 

3.2 DANITY KANE 

3.5 POLYRHYTHMICS 

3.8 PHUTUREPRIMITIVE 

3.9 CLINTON FEARON 

3.15 SPAFFORD 

3.22 BLUETECH 

3.27 LUCKY BROWN'S 

FUNKWAYS 
3.30 '90S PROM 

4.5 LITTLE PEOPLE 

4.6 PINK TALKING FISH 

4.13 MARCHFOURTH 

at NEUMOS 

4.19 HIGH PULP 

4.20 HOT BUTTERED RUM 

5.11 BUN B 
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The Lemon Twigs 

TuesJan 29 
at Neptune Theatre 


COURTESY OF HIGH ROAD TOURING 




i| 



American roots. All the songs on his latest album, 
La Onda de Juan Pablo, are sung entirely in Span¬ 
ish, his mother tongue (he’s been singing in English 
for most of his career). Having spent the past few 
years traveling in South and Central America, 
Wauters wrote and recorded these songs along 
the way. (The Crocodile Back Bar, 6:30 pm, $10.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG 


The Lemon Twigs 


ROCK/POP 


The Long Island-brewed outfit led 
by multi-instrumentalist, singing-songwriting 
brothers Brian and Michael D’Addario is so 
derivative, it’s like listening to a medley of vaguely 
pin-pointable '60s-era baroque and psychedelic 
pop (the Beatles, the Beach Boys, the Zombies, 
the Kinks) and '70s-era power-pop, glam and art 
rock (Supertramp, Big Star, the Ramones, Queen, 
Todd Rundgren), with a dose of Broadway theat¬ 
ricality and 21st-century prodigious musicality 
added for good measure. Sometimes I can identify 
direct emulation in a specific moment of a song 
(like that segment in “Rook Dreams” that’s a direct 
rip-off of “Flying” from Magical Mystery Tour). But 
they do it so goddamn well, I can’t be mad. In fact, 
I’m a bit obsessed. Their sophomore album, Go to 
School, was among my 2018 favorites for its way 
of simultaneously and alternately surprising me 
and making me feel waves of nostalgia for vintage 
times I never actually lived in. (Neptune Theatre, 8 
pm, all ages, $17/$19.) LEILANI POLK 


M0, Mykki Blanco 


ROCK/POP 


M0’s brand of electro-pop is the kind 
that’s easy to imagine blasting loudly in a very 
popular after-hours club in Europe. Or blaring 
out of giant speakers at a music festival in the 
middle of a field somewhere. Though the Danish 
singer-songwriter, who has worked with acts like 
Major Lazer and DJ Snake, headlines this concert, 
her tourmate, Mykki Blanco, is a genius. A queer 
activist, performance artist, and rapper, Blanco 
raises the level of whatever conversation he en¬ 
ters into, eschewing genre (and gender) norms in 
favor of something more punk, more brilliant. His 
highly anticipated sophomore album, Stay Close 
to the Music, Stay Close to God, is expected 
sometime this year. (Showbox Sodo, 8 pm, all 
ages, $28/$30.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 


Sage the Gemini, Raymond 
McMahon 



HIPHOP/RAP 


| In 2014, San Francisco hiphop maker 
Sage the Gemini released his debut, Remember Me, 
and charted two earwormy cuts, “Red Nose” and 
“Gas Pedal,” that were played so incessantly on pop 
radio that just 


seeing his name 
is enough to get 
those semi-inter- 


releases (2017 
mixtape Morse Code, a string of 2018 singles that in¬ 
cludes the catchy, actually-ain’t-cheating ode “It Ain’t 
My Fault”) find both the production and his delivery 
sounding a bit livelier and a tad more pop-sensible. 
The quality of this newer output is mixed (one song 
features Chris Brown, yuck), and so are my feelings 
about it. (Crocodile, 7 pm, $20.) LEILANI POLK 


changeablejams 
in my head. His 
high-blase intones 
are singsong with¬ 
out a motherfuck- 
ing care, although 
more recent 


Travis Scott 


HIPHOP/RAP 


Houston rapper Travis Scott is among 
a rising crop of hiphop artists who are looking to de¬ 
velop their visual aesthetic as much as their sound. 
Scott and his team, along with other rappers, are 
respondingto the ways in which music consump¬ 
tion has changed-largely that younger audiences 
are shifting to Instagram to discover new artists. 
Reports from stops on his current Astroworld 
tour say that Scott’s live performances are just as 
visually arresting as his music videos have been- 
he allegedly has not one but TWO roller coasters 
onstage. It should be noted, though, that Scott 
broke what seemed to be an unofficial boycott by 
black artists of the intolerant and ass-backward 
NFL in accepting an invitation to perform at the Su¬ 
per Bowl halftime show. (Tacoma Dome, Tacoma, 8 
pm, $40-$130.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 
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HEED RADIO 

rtlRPlMY? 


min 




Multiterm atiBadiojFfro motion 


137 N Lsrchmont BlvdS. #500 


Los Angelas. CA 90004 


323-658-7449 


lweir@lanyweir.com 



WED 1/16 


TURBO SNOZE 

• JET///LAG- LENIN WAS A LOVER 

.THU 1/17--- 

SHADOUHOUSE 
* CH4* CLAYFACE 

-—FRI 1/18... 

HAND IN THE ATTIC 


liiiaiKiiiiinKlllililikgililiMHiiuiTi 


.-.—SAT 1/19. 

THE PROBLEM 

• KID LEATHER PLATONIC BONDAGE 

• HERE COMES THE HOOCH 

• --—’TUE 1/22. 

AISHA 

• THE CRACKER FACTORY-NOSTREP 

.-WED 1/23...-...- 

IAN HALE AND THE LEGACY 

• THE PRAIRIE FIRE-THE FERAL FOLK 

--THU 1/24—.. 

THE HISTAMINES 
• BAD ANIMALS-THE RUFFIANS 

.—.—.—FRI 1/25—.... 

HI WASTED 

• TIGER BLONDE-NEW FELTS-COCO 

.—SAT 1/26... 

THE BISMARK 

• VOYCHECK-ICE TEETH 


f * CENTRALSALOON.COM 0 * 




THE PORTSiDERS 

EVAN DEVRIES 


FRIDAY. JANUAEY 16 


THE CIVILIANS 

RECORD GREASE SHOW 
WITH S RECTAL GUESTS 
THE SERVICE PROVIDERS 
& KlfiQ SKI PO 


SATURDAY, JANUARY \9 


BONE POETS | 


SUNDAY. JANUARY 20 



SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 3 


ADAM NYSTROM j 


THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 7 


L1L PWN 


FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 8 


FREAKSHEAUX TO GEAUX 
FEATURING THE 

DEBAUCHERAUNTES 


Coming ro IhL bourbon bah 


LV l ■' •' HJCS TUESDAY HlGHE music CLUB 
EVERY mil: IHb RAiiAOItb SAfi-ON 
1.117 CRASH ME GLASS: FEMALT FEAT 
NON-eiNAflV SNGEH-SONGWRIEER 
SHOWCASE '/l&OAKO’A REESE. JESSE 
-GALLOWAY. CUSllS iOYD 1/1? JOKU.YM 
10Wb. SPtNCt-PCABtEOH.HSABUA 

«-v ji m.M'AH (tea:*-, sia i it i J y 


COMING IQ THT IHTAIFR 


SUNDAY. FEBRUARY lb 
SHOWBOX PRESENTS 
KIUNING 

WEDNESDAY. FIBRUARY >3 
SIS PRESEN1S 

AN EVENING W'TK THE NELS CLINE 4 
fESttJARY 14. 16. lfi 

5CSEW BURLESQUE 
KARO LOVE: VAlWNf'S CW 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
APHELION. GAllOwS HYMN. 
OVERWfiOUGHI . SSf AKR IN TONGUES 
FRIDAY. FEBRUARY n 
NICOLE BYE? 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 23 
FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS 
THURSDAY. FEBRUARY /B 
FSJHffi POVLESkY 
SATURDAY, MARCH 2 
THE NEIL YOUNGS* REIFY THIEF 
MARCH IT 
RAH ALE B 

WEEKENDS IN MARCH 
_ DISNEY AFTER DARK _ 


avaHuASee fott private evehr 

WWW.COLU MUiACIJYTMt ATTR COM 
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dPf/>r 

Cotton'0? 




thu 1/17 QUEEN4QUEEN 

fri 1/18 DIFFERENT DRUMMER f 

sun 1/20 WORLD'S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4-9 

mon 1/21 ROCK N ROLL QUEER BAR 

tue 1/22 GGNZLA KARAOKE 

'jiv-" • ' ’• 

FR, 1/25 BE STIFF 

sat 1/26 LUV LADDER 

sun 1/27 WORLD'S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4-9 

tue 1/29 GGNZLA KARAOKE 


Happy Hour > 

'til 8pm & all nite Wed 
$2 off drafts & wells 



1221 E MADISON STREET 



MON-THU 5PM-2AM f R |igoN 3PM‘-2AM>® ^ PONYSEATTLE 



Real Singles 
Real Fun 

30 MINUTES 
FREE TRIAL 

1 - 206 - 686 - 5 - 


More Numbers’ 1-800-026-6000 
UvoUnks.com ifi ■ 




THINGS TO DO -► Music 


Short 

List 

Ace Frehley 

Neptune Theatre, Wed 
Jan 23,8 pm, all ages, 
$36/$39 

Bayside, Kayleigh 
Goldsworthy 

Crocodile, Thurs Jan 24,8 
pm, all ages, $20 

Colter Wall 

The Showbox, Sun Jan 
20,8:30 pm, all ages, 
$20/$25 

Danger, Cuff Lynx, 
Youryoungbody 

Nectar, Thurs Jan 24,8 
pm, $13-$18 

Dorothy 

Neptune Theatre, Sat 
Jan 26,8 pm, all ages, 
$ 21-$121 


An Evening with Chris 
Botti 

Jazz Alley, Jan 17-20, 
$102 

An Evening with the 
Posies 

Triple Door, Sun Jan 27, 

6 pm, 9 pm, all ages, 
$20-$28 

Ginuwine 

Clearwater Casino, Thurs 
Jan 17,8 pm, $35 (sold 
out) 

Josh Turner 

Snoqualmie Casino, Sun 
Jan 20,7 pm, $49-$79 
(sold out) 

The Knocks, Young & 
Sick, Blu DeTiger 

The Showbox, Fri Jan 25, 
9 pm, all ages, $23/$25 

Kool &, the Gang 

Emerald Queen Casino, 
Sat Jan 26,8 pm, 
$35-$95 

Kylie Nelson 

Neumos, Sat Jan 19,7 
pm, $15 


Louden Swain 

Chop Suey, Sat Jan 19,6 
pm, all ages, $25 

Lyle Lovett & John 
Hiatt 

Edmonds Center for the 
Arts, Wed Jan 30,7:30 
pm,$69-$104 

MadeinTYO, Thutmose, 
Key! 

Neumos, Fri Jan 25,8 pm, 
all ages, $20/$60 

Mother Mother, Winnet- 
ka Bowling League 

Neumos, Wed Jan 23,7 
pm, $18 

Orgone, Acorn Project 

Nectar, Sat Jan 26,9 pm, 
$18-$22 

Peter Murphy 

Moore Theatre, Sun Jan 
20,8 pm, $37 (sold out) 
REO Speedwagon 
Emerald Queen Casino, 

Fri Jan 18,8:30 pm, 
$80-$225 


Seattle Chamber Music 
Society Winter Festival 

Benaroya Hall lllsley Ball 
Nordstrom Recital Hall, 
Jan 18-20, Jan 25-27, 
all ages, $20-$300 

Soundscapes 

On the Boards, Sat Jan 
26,5-11 pm, all ages, 
$10-$70 

Tritonal 

Showbox Sodo, Sat Jan 
26,9 pm, $25-$35 

Trombone Shorty & 
Orleans Avenue 

Edmonds Center for the 
Arts, Tues Jan 29,7:30 
pm, $44-$74 

War 

Jazz Alley, 

Jan 24-27, $57 

Yonder Mountain String 
Band, Handmade 
Moments 

The Showbox, Thurs 
Jan 17,8 pm, all ages, 
$25/$30 


Early Warnings 


CORROSION OF CONFORMITY, CROWBAR, WEEDEATER, MOTHERSHIP Neumos, Fri Feb 7, 8 pm, $30 


DIERKS BENTLEY, JON PARDI, TENILLE TOWNES, HOT COUNTRY KNIGHTS Tacoma Dome, Fri Feb 7, 7pm, 
$35-$70+ 


LP, LAUREN RUTH WARD, SLUGS Showbox Sodo, Fri Feb 1, 8 pm, $28/$30 


KISS Tacoma Dome, Sat Feb 2,7:30 pm, $60-$1000 


GNASH, MALLRAT, GUARDIN Neumos, Mon Feb 4,7pm, $20 


2CELL0S ShoWare Center, Tues Feb 5,7:30 pm, $45-$75 


RICHARD THOMPSON ELECTRIC TRIO Moore Theatre, Tues Feb 5, 8 pm, $33-$53 


A$AP ROCKY ShoWare Center, Wed Feb 6,8 pm, $25-$50 


HIPPO CAMPUS Neptune Theatre, Feb 6-7, 8 pm, $25-$99 


DARK STAR ORCHESTRA The Showbox, Thurs Feb 7, 8 pm, $30/$33 


THE ACES Crocodile, Fri Feb 8,9 pm, $15/$18 


KING TUFF, TROPA MAGICA Neumos, Fri Feb 8, 8 pm, $18 



COWBOY JUNKIES Neptune Theatre, Feb 8-9,8 pm, $38 


BOB SEGER & THE SILVER BULLET BAND Tacoma Dome, Sat Feb 9, 8 pm, $59-$124 


BOOMBOX CARTEL Showbox Sodo, Sat Feb 9,7pm, $36/$38 


HIPPIE SABOTAGE, SEBASTIAN PAUL Paramount Theatre, Sat Feb 9,8 pm, $28/$31 


TURKUAZ, OBJECT HEAVY Neumos, Sot Feb 9, 8 pm, $23 


THE-DREAM Neumos, Sun Feb 10, 8 pm, $25/$30 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE, GUESTS Tacoma Dome, Feb 10-11,7:30 pm, $54-$254+ 


BLACKBERRY SMOKE, QUAKER CITY NIGHT HAWKS The Showbox, Tues Feb 12,8:30 pm, $25/$28 


AN EVENING WITH THE NELS CLINE 4 Columbia City Theater, Wed Feb 13,8 pm, $20/$24 


JESSE MCCARTNEY, WHITNEY WOERZ Showbox Sodo, Wed Feb 13, 8 pm, $30 


JOHNNY MATHIS Paramount Theatre, Wed Feb 13,7:30 pm, $49-$125 


J BOOG, GUESTS Showbox Sodo, Sun Feb 17,8 pm, $30/$35 


KENNY G Jazz Alley, April 18-21, $67 


MOVEMENTS, BOSTON MANOR, TRASH BOAT, DRUG CHURCH Neumos, Tues April 23,6 pm, $20/$23 
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1/16 

WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


The Crocodile Presents: 

Thursday - 20 Years: War All The Time 

Vein All Ages 


1/18 

FRIDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Cautious Clay 

Sophie Meiers All Ages 


1/19 

SATURDAY 


1/20 

SUNDAY 

1/23 

WEDNESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

The Last Internationale 

Bruiser Broder, Woodshed 21 & Over 
The Crocodile Presents: 

Rhea Butcher (late show) 

All Ages 

The Crocodile Presents: 

The Flesh Eaters 

The Tom Price Desert Classic 21 & Over 


1/24 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Bayside - Acoustic Tour 

Kayleigh Goldsworthy All Ages 



1/25 CURSIVE 1/26 SEATTLE ROCK LOTTERY 1/28 HANK VON HELL 1/29 SAGE THE GEMINI 
1/30 THE DISTRICTS 1/31 HOLLYWOOD HANDBOOK 1 LEVITATE 2/2 OZOMATLI 2/7 P.O.S 2/8 THE ACES 
2/9 MICKEY AVALON & DIRT NASTY 2/10 KURT BRAUNOHLER 2/13 SUPERMEGA LIVE 
2/18 DEAN LEWIS 2/19 OLIVER TREE 2/21 CAVETOWN 2/22 HAYWYRE 2/23 JOJI 2/2 RORY SCOVEL 
2/27 MAGIC GIANT 3/5 EMPRESS OF 3/< PARCELS 17 MANSIONAIR 3/8 DONAVON FRANKENREITER 


2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 


TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 

★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 



CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM 




SEATTLE'S #1 NIGHTCLUB 


I 


SEA MONSTER 

LIVE MUSIC 


t4‘jy 

21+ only 


TODD C THE TOOTS + 

HIGH COUNCIL 1/23 9 PM free 

700 FUNKJRNUARY w/ THflDDILLAC, 
JIMMY JAMES, WOOGIE D, ROCPHIZZLE, 
JOE DORIA, MARK MATTREY+MORE 


8PM 

10PM 

TUESDAY NIGHTS 

5 STORIES JAZZ BAND 

JOE DORIA PRESENTS: 

Live B3 organ jazz funk FREE 

10PM 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

Live SOUL, FUNK 
and JAZZ bands free 

8PM 

10PM 

THURSDAY NIGHTS 

NEW LIVE BANDS 

OPEN MIC/SUPER JAM 
w/ PROUD & NASTY FREE 

9PM 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10 

7PM 

10PM 

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS 

700 FUNK SATURDAY $10 

J 


D 


SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM 

206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
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THE CRITERION COLLECTION 



NEW FROM THE 
CRITERION COLLECTION 

DVD 

$zz - 95 mn 

OLD-RAY 
$ 26.95 


C NIL Oft EM'5 HOUR 
AT SCARECROW VIDEO 



SCARECROW VIDEO PSfEE* *Ti- 

SILVER 


THURSDAYS 0 10:30 AM 


ktHMifl rrMhuhr.r ji A mil ti 


SCREENERS 

Find out more at: 

blog.scarecrow.com/silverscreeners 



188 * T«t KST TE*H ^ ««- 

RSVP at 


blog.scarecrow.com/scarecrowacademy 



SUPPORT SCARECROW 
with a Membership in the New Year! 

Get discounts, early access 
to sales, and much more! 


SILENT MOVIE MONDAYS 




FEBRUARY M-HAflCk 4 ] THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE |“jS‘K 


I" 



(BOD) 932-Z787 -STGPRESEN7S.ORG 

FTlwrlli ScalmEantf 0 s-cnunti lor £r«vps 10- call (ZOE>) H15-BC5-4 

II t kill's A*aii ab u Hi rckillUsruf.Cflrti Bbtrtmjrtw- 


THINGS TO DO Music 


Thurs 1/17 

LIVE MUSIC 

BARBOZA Richie Dagger's 
Crime, Eastern Souvenirs, Katie 
Kuffel, 8 pm, $8/$10 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Amateur Eyes, The Portsiders, 
Evan DeVries, 8 pm, $10 
©FREMONT ABBEY Tim 

Wilson, Coby Brown, 7:30-10 pm, 
$10/$13 

THE FUNHOUSE The Sky Giants, 
Sky Penis, 29A, 8:30 pm, $6/$8 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

★ BENAROYA HALLS. 

MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Brahms 
Symphony No. 3, $22-$122 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY An Evening with 
Chris Botti, $102 

Fri 1/18 


LIVE MUSIC 

©BLACK LODGE Sun Valley Gun 
Club, Curse League, The Hague, 
Talktin and Easy, 9 pm-12 am 
EL CORAZON Electric 87, 

RATTS, Buttafuko, 9 pm, $10/$12 
HIGH DIVE The Hasslers, Jackson 
Holte & The Highway Patrol, Kate 
Dinsmore, 9 pm, $8/$10 
LO-FI Mirror Ferrari, Gibraltar, 
Seaside Tryst, 9 pm, $8/$10 
NEUMOS OPIUO, 8 pm, $20 
THE ROYAL ROOM Dazed and 
Confused: The 50th Anniversary 
of Led Zeppelin 1,6:30 pm, 

9:30 pm, $15 

© SHOWBOX SODO LANCO, 
Caylee Hammack, 8 pm, 
$25/$28 

©THE SHOWBOX Super 
Diamond, Petty Theft, 9 pm, 
$22/$25 

VERMILLION Joanna Teters, 7 pm 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

★ ©BENAROYA HALL 
ILLSLEY BALL NORDSTROM 
RECITAL HALL Seattle Chamber 
Music Society Winter Festival, 
$20-$300 

★ BENAROYA HALLS. 

MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Brahms 
Symphony No. 3, $22-$122 
ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK 
ORTHODOX CHURCH Cappella 
Romana: Lost Treasures of 
Armenia, 8 pm, $30-$50 

DJ 

LASER DOME AT PACIFIC 
SCIENCE CENTER Laser Talking 
Heads: Stop Making Sense, 

7:30 pm, $14 

TIMBRE ROOM Shook: Manuka 
Records Takeover ft. Hypho & 
Kelly Dean, 10 pm-2 am 
THE UNDERGROUND STA 
Presents: Mark Sixma, 10 pm- 
3 am, $15/$20 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY An Evening with 
Chris Botti, $102 

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 

Happy Orchestra Trio, 8:30 pm, free 
TULA’S Marc Seales Band, 

7:30 pm, $20 

Sat 1/19 

LIVE MUSIC 

★ CONOR BYRNE The 3rd 

Annual Dolly Parton Birthday 
Party and Tribute Concert!, 

8-11 pm 

CROCODILE The Last 
Internationale, Bruiser Brody, 
Woodshed, 8 pm, $15 
© LOVECITYLOVE Glass 
Frames, RGK + the Alternative 
Facts, Guests, 7-10 pm, $14 
THE SHOWBOX Big Head Todd 
& The Monsters, 8 pm, $35/$38 


TRACTOR TAVERN Larry & His 
Flask, Black Square, Guests, 

9 pm, $17 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

© BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL SCMS ,19 Winter Festival 
- Schubert, Kodaly, Brahms, 
7:30-9:30 pm,$20-$55 
©CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE The Sound Ensemble: 
Local Wonders - The Creative 
Women of King County, 7- 
8:30 pm, $15/$20 

DJ 

★ CAFE NORDO NewWave 
Dance Party: A Klub Klaus Disco, 
9 pm, $10 

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE No 

Chill: ‘90s-’00s Hiphop and 
RaB Throwback Dance Party, 

9 pm, $10 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY An Evening with 
Chris Botti, $102 

THE ROYAL ROOM Django's 
Birthday Party, 6 pm, free 
TULA’S Greta Matassa Quintet, 
7:30 pm, $20 

Sun 1/20 

LIVE MUSIC 

THE FUNHOUSE Filmspeed, 
Beverly Crusher, Dot Comet, 
Vacant Voices, 8:30 pm, $6/$8 
THE ROYAL ROOM Charles St 
Messengers, Professor Sweater, 
9 pm, $10/$12 
SUNSET TAVERN Nasalrod, 
Victims Family, Dirty Dirty, 

T-Rox, 8 pm 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

© BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL SCMS ,19 Winter 
Festival - Debussy, Beethoven, 
Shostakovich, 3-5 pm, $20-$55 

★ © BENAROYA HALL 
ILLSLEY BALL NORDSTROM 
RECITAL HALL Seattle Chamber 
Music Society Winter Festival, 
$20-$300 

DJ 

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE 19th 
Annual Expansions MLK Unity 
Party, 7 pm-2 am, $12 
NEUMOS Lost Kings, 8 pm, $18 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY An Evening with 
Chris Botti, $102 

©THE ROYAL ROOM An 

Evening with Nicolas King, 

6-7:30 pm, $15/$18 

Mon 1/21 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEYVAENS, Drippy 
Baby, Adam Mohr, 7 pm, $8/$10 

DJ 

SUGAR HILL Uppercuts, 

9:30 pm, free 

Tues 1/22 


LIVE MUSIC 

CENTRAL SALOON Aisha, 
Cracker Factory, Nosretep, 8 
pm, $8 

©FREMONT ABBEY William 
Fitzsimmons, Eddie Berman, 
7:30-10 pm, $20-$25 
HIGH DIVE Element 47, Boxcar 
Tourists, 8 pm, $8/$12 

Wed 1/23 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEY Duke Evers, 
Chrome Sparks, Trash Fire, Dirty 
Rugs, 7 pm, $8/$10 


CROCODILE The Flesh Eaters, 
The Tom Price Desert Classic, 

8 pm, $25 

© SHOWBOX SODO Stage 
Sessions Vol. 1: Nafla, Loopy, 
Mommy Son, Nucksal, Deepflow, 

8 pm, $50-$160 

Thurs 1/24 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEY Drake Bell, Alec 
Shaw, My Cartoon Heart, 8 pm, 
$ 20-$100 

©ELCORAZON BlazeYaDead 
Homie, ABK-Anybody Killa, 
Legion Sik, 8 pm, $15/$17 
SUNSET TAVERN Sundodger, 
Surf the Pines, the Loveless 
Building, 8 pm 

DJ 

KREMWERK Habitat: Huxley, 

9 pm-2 am, $10 

Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 056: 
Chris Lorenzo, 9 pm-2 am, $12 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY War, $57 

© TULA’S Jared Hall Quintet, 
7:30-10 pm, $15 

Fri 1/25 

LIVE MUSIC 

© CAFE RACER Bear Axe, Razor 
Clam, The Carols, 9 pm- 
12 am, $6-$10 

©FREMONT ABBEY Jeffrey 
Martin, Mick Flannery, 8- 
10:30 pm, $10-$20 
NECTAR The Movement, KBong, 
Cosmic Serenity, 8 pm, $12 
RE-BAR An Evening with 
Drumspyder and Dissolv, 

10 pm-2:30 am, $15/$20 

© THE ROYAL ROOM Vivian Leva 
& Riley Calcagno, 8 pm, $10-$15 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

©BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL SCMS ,19 Winter 
Festival - Shostakovich, Janacek, 
Schumann, 7:30-9:30 pm, 
$20-$55 

DJ 

THE UNDERGROUND STA 

Presents: Bryan Kearney, 

10 pm-3 am, $30/$35 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY War, $57 
TULA’S Alex Dugdale Fade 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $20 

Sal 1/26 

LIVE MUSIC 

©BLACKLODGE PAIN PARTY I: 
{a state of limbo}, 8:30 pm 
© HOLLOW EARTH RADIO 

Amateur Eyes, Blade Palace, 
Sunflower Sutra, 8 pm, $7-$15 
©HUGO HOUSE The Bushwick 
Book Club Seattle: Original Music 
Inspired by James Baldwin’s 
Another Country, 7:30 pm, $10 
KREMWERK Tremulant Pres. 
Luca Musto, 10 pm-3 am 
THE SHOWBOX The Infamous 
Stringdusters, Midnight North, 

8 pm, $20/$25 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

© BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL SCMS ,19 Winter Festival 
- Hindemith, Britten, Schubert, 
7:30-9:30 pm, $20-$55 

DJ 

SUBSTATION EM2 Charity Ball 
2019 with Sean Majors, 9 pm- 
2 am, $10 

JAZZ 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Giordano Productions Presents 
Andre Mehmari Trio, 8 pm, 
$30/$35 


★ JAZZ ALLEY War, $57 

Sun 1/27 

LIVE MUSIC 

CHOP SUEY Eastern Souvenirs, 
Tents, Peyote Ugly, 8 pm, $8/$10 

★ ©THE SHOWBOX 
Silverstein, Hawthorne Heights, 
As Cities Burn, Capstan, 7 pm, 
$22/$25 

SUNSET TAVERN Eve & Day, 
Craig Marker, Airport Strangers, 
7:30 pm, $10 

TRACTOR TAVERN Lyle, Kathleen 
Murray, Maltby, 7 pm, $12 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

★ ©BENAROYA HALLS. 
MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Celebrate Asia, 

4 pm, $31-$97 

©ST. STEPHEN'S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Bohemian Rhapsodie 
with Philharmonia Northwest, 
2:30 pm, $15-$25 

JAZZ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY War, $57 

Mon 1/28 

LIVE MUSIC 

CROCODILE Hank Von Hell, 
Against the Grain, 8 pm, $25/$30 
HIGHLINE Ruby the Hatchet, 
Witch Ripper, 9 pm, $13/$16 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

THE COLLECTIVE Soundbites 
with the Seattle Symphony, 

7-9 pm, $10 

DJ 

SUGAR HILL Uppercuts, 

9:30 pm, free 

Tues 1/29 

LIVE MUSIC 

©THE FUNHOUSE Black Sun 
Moon, The Crown Remnant, 
Namea, 7:30 pm, $8/$10 
HIGHLINE Haunt, Idle Hands, 
Hellfire, 9 pm, $12/$15 

★ NEUMOS Chrome Sparks, 
Kalbells, 8 pm, $18 
TRACTOR TAVERN Willy Tea 
Taylor, Leslie Stevens, Bob 
Sumner, 8 pm, $10 
©VERA PROJECT The 
Hebrews, Erskine, Kainata, 7- 
11 pm, $10/$12 

CLASSICAL/ 

OPERA 

★ BENAROYA HALLS. 

MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Leonidas Kavakos 
& Enrico Pace in Recital, 7:30 pm, 
$25-$123 

JAZZ 

★ ©JAZZ ALLEY Peter 
Bernstein, Larry Goldings, and 
Bill Stewart, 7:30 pm, $31 

Wed 1/30 

LIVE MUSIC 

© CROCODILE The Districts, 
Deeper, 8 pm, $16/$18 

★ ©NEUMOS UnoTheActivist, 
8 pm, $20/$50 

SOUTHGATE ROLLER RINK 

Winter Experiments: Low Hums, 
iji, Senor Fin, Amethyst De Wolfe, 
OrcasAcro, 8:30 pm, $15 

©TRIPLE DOOR Johnny A, 
7:30pm,$25-$35 

JAZZ 

© TULA’S Axiom Quartet, 

7:30 pm, $12 
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The Problem with Luke Skywalker 

One-Armed Swordsman explores the class conflicts 

absent from Star Wars. 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


T he main problem with the Star 
Wars universe is the absence of any 
substantive class conflicts. There is, 
for sure, a struggle between good and 
evil, but what exactly is good or evil 
is primitively defined. We side with the rebels 
only because we are told they are good. And 
we, as gregarious apes on earth, prefer, for the 
most part, to be associated with the good. 

But if we look at the Jedi, a warrior class, 
we find an elite that is on the side 
of both the “good” and the “bad.” If 
the good did not participate in this 
elite, it would be easily destroyed 
by the bad. And so what ultimately 
matters is not this side or that, but 
the mastery of this metaphysical substance 
called “the Force.” 

The Star Wars universe never critiques in 
a profound way the fact that on both sides of 
the galactic war, the elite are closely connect¬ 
ed. Indeed, it is really just one family. And it 
is this small circle of people (sisters, fathers, 
mothers, brothers) that form the core of a 
warrior elite that do the real and often final 
fighting. Any person beneath them is mere¬ 
ly a part of the larger and central struggle 
occurring within that distinguished family. 

If you want an idea of how the unspoken 
class issues of the Jedi movies could have 
been represented or expressed, you only 
have to watch martial-arts masterpiece 
One-Armed Swordsman. Released in 1967, di- 
rectedby Chang Cheh, starring Jimmy Wang, 
and presented as part of Northwest Film Fo¬ 


rum’s Shaw Brothers series, the film’s plot 
is shaped by class conflicts. The hero, Fang 
Kang (Wang), is a swordsman (a Jedi) who 
loses his arm for some dumb reason and falls 
into a lower class, the farming class. 

He is saved by a peasant woman, Xiao Man 
(Lisa Chiao Chiao), who believes that the 
upper classes, with their warriors and rigid 
codes of honor, are generally unhappy and 
make the world unhappy, and it’s better just 
to be a peaceful farmer. She wants 
to reform her one-armed swords¬ 
man. He needs to see the richness 
of being common. As a result, a key 
point of the plot concerns the strug¬ 
gle within the swordsman between 
becoming common (contentment) or remain¬ 
ing a part of the elite (always at war). 

One might argue that Luke Skywalker is, 
after all, a country boy. His roots are in mois¬ 
ture farming. And so there is that difference 
between him and the elite (the princess, the 
dark lords, the priests, and what have you). 
But unlike the one-armed swordsman, Sky¬ 
walker, who loses a hand at some point, never 
really strives to be a part of the upper class. 

His issue is not the acceptance or rejec¬ 
tion of an elite class, but an acceptance of his 
own abilities. Is he the right person for the 
job? Is he really the one to save the galaxy? He 
struggles with the evil of pride. Not so with 
the one-arm swordsman. He is proud and 
has to learn humility. This education hap¬ 
pens with the loss of his arm and a fall into 
the passing boat of a peasant girl. ■ 


ONE-ARMED 

SWORDSMAN 

Dir. Chang Cheh 
Wed Jan 23, 
Northwest Film Forum, 
7:30 pm 



Alas, now I must become a common farmer! 


Top Picks 

OPENING FRI JAN 18 



‘Cold War’ 

There are two films that critics can't stop singing 
about today: Roma and Cold War. These films 
have the air not of cinematic originality, but of 
cinematic importance or grandeur. Cold War is set 


in the heart of the Cold War, the period in the 20th 
century when all nations had two main geopo¬ 
litical choices: to side with either the Eagle (the 
United States) or the Bear (the USSR). Poland was 
close to the Bear, and so was caught in its political 
and military orbit, but it somehow managed to de¬ 
velop its own distinct, non-socialist realist cinema. 
Post-Soviet Cold War is certainly a part of that 
rich cinematic tradition. (SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
$11/$ 74.) CHARLES MUDEDE 

‘Detour’ 

Noiris rarely better than the 1945 film Detour. 
which is not a good film. Indeed, it’s actually very 
bad. Shot in just six days, Detour’s acting is comi¬ 
cally flat, its story is a mess, and it is plagued with 
continuity errors. But it nevertheless gets to the 
dark heart of a form of filmmaking that emerged 
after the disaster of the Second World War. De¬ 
tour’s badness and low-budget quality capture the 
confused state of a society, a civilization that had 
lost complete faith in progress. (SIFF Film Center, 
$14.) CHARLES MUDEDE 



‘Glass’ 


In the trailerfor M. Night Shyamalan’s latest 
film, Glass, Sarah Paulson’s character tells us 
that she's a psychiatrist whose “work concerns 


a particular type of delusion of grandeur-it's 
a growing field.” And though she’s specifically 
talking about people who think they have 
superhero abilities, I think it also sums up our 
particular political moment quite well (I’m looking 
at you, Cheeto-in-chief). Glass serves as a sequel 
to both Unbreakable and Split, bringing together 
Bruce Willis, Samuel L. Jackson, and James 
McAvoy's superhuman characters and pitting 
them all against one another. Expect more of 
McAvoy's scenery-chewing antics and, knowing 
Shyamalan, at least one twist. (Wide release.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG 

JAN 18-24 

‘Solaris’ 

As a mediocre student of Russian, I once tried to 
procrastinate studying for an exam by watching 
Andrei Tarkovsky’s 1972 film Solaris. I reasoned 
that since the movie was in Russian, it was the 
same as learning how to use the genitive plural. 

I was wrong. The philosophical heft of a film 
that dealt with love, space, and the meaning of 
life proved too heavy and slow for a distractible 
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THINGS TO DO -► Film 


Mirai 
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19-year-old attempting to avoid work. So after 
about 20 minutes, I went back to my book and 
I haven't returned to the film since. I regret that 
decision immensely-so catch me cozied up 
in the back of the Grand Illusion this weekend, 
watching this masterpiece of science fiction in 
its entirety. (Grand Illusion, $9.) JASMYNE KEIMIG 

SAT JAN 19 



Mamoru Hosoda is quickly gaining a rep for 
lushly imagined and exceptionally executed 
anime features, especially after The Boy and the 
Beast. Follow-up Mirai appears to be another 
dazzler, about a young boy who encounters a 
magical garden that allows him to travel through 
time and meet his relatives from different eras- 
with help from his younger sister from the future 
(so she’s actually older and wiser than him). The 
premise seems mildly confusing but ultimately 
intriguing, especially based on a recent Vulture 
review (“In the film's strange, upsetting, and ulti¬ 
mately ravishing finale, Hosoda goes just macro 
enough with the concept to dazzle kids and send 
the adults out sobbing"). Buy the ticket, take the 
ride... with your child. Showing as part of SIFF’s 
Saturday Morning Cartoons series. (SIFFCinema 
Uptown, 11 am, $10.) LEILANI POLK 



2018 FUJI TELEVISION NETWORK 


OPENING FRI JAN 25 

‘Shoplifters’ 

The family in Shoplifters lives in a small home in 
some forgotten quarter of Tokyo. The father is unable 
to work because of an accident at a construction 
site. The mother was laid off from a crummy job at a 
factory. The mother’s sister works in the sex industry. 
The children shoplift to make ends meet. The family’s 
only sure source of income is the grandmother's 
pension transferred to her from her dead husband. 
(The grandmother also has a taste for gambling.) 

One day, the family adopts a stranger-a girl from an 
abusive home. She is a runaway. She joins the family 
and soon also learns the art of shoplifting. There is a 
good reason why Shoplifters won the Palme d'Or at 
this year’s Cannes Film Festival. It is a carefully and 
beautifully crafted work that appears to be about 
one thing (the strong bonds of family life), but is really 
about something else-the way a city forces us to 
invent our lives. (Grand Illusion, $9.) CHARLES MUDEDE 

Stf&ng&rThmgsT&Do.com 



Short 

List 

2018 Sundance Film 
Festival Short Film Tour 

Northwest Film Forum, 
$12, through Jan 18 

All That Passes by 
Through a Window 
That Doesn't Open 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Jan 18-20, $12 
Andrei Rublev 
Grand Illusion, 

Jan 18-24,$9 
Blade of Fury 
Grand Illusion, Jan 30, 

Feb 1 ft 3, $9 

Children’s Film 
Festival Seattle 

Northwest Film Forum & 
SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 

Jan 24-Feb 9, $12-$14, 


Cine Mexicano: 

'The Rattlesnake’ 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Sun Jan 20,7:30 pm, $12 

The Magic Lantern of 
Ingmar Bergman 

Seattle Art Museum, 
Thurs, $9, through 
March 14 

Nocturnal Emissions: 
‘Phantasm’ 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Thurs Jan 17,7:30 pm, $16 

Wild and Scenic 
Film Festival 

Tractor Tavern, Tues 
Jan 22,6 pm, $25 

Worlds of Ursula 
K. Le Guin 

Northwest Film Forum, 
Jan 22-Feb 1, $12 


Early Warnings 

MISS BALA Wide release, opening Fri Feb 1 


THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART Wide release, opening Fri Feb 8 
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The Power of Choice 

Finding the perfect sandwich at 
Tubs Gourmet Subs. 

BY NATHALIE GRAHAM 



THE STRANGER 


You’ve chosen wisely. Now put the sandwich in your mouth. 


T he menu was a little yellow thing 
that accordioned out into something 
very organized but very daunting. 
I scanned it desperately. The line 
grew behind me. 

With less care than the choice deserved, 
I ordered the California. The 
sandwich had avocado. I had 
traded California for Washing¬ 
ton one year prior. Everything 
would be fine. 

I was introduced to Tubs Gourmet 
Subs—a sandwich shop on Lake City Way 
that sits squat in a strip mall next to a teri- 
yaki joint and at least two places where you 
can buy actual joints—by a Seattle native, 
my boyfriend at the time. On the way, my- 
soon-to-be-ex found out that he was prob¬ 
ably going to fail a class at UW. He didn’t 
say a word during lunch. That echoed the 
remainder of our relationship. 

Suffice it to say, I picked the wrong sand¬ 
wich. 

The boyfriend and I broke up. But I went 
back to Tubs again and again. I tried a new 


sandwich each time. First, the French Dip. 
Then the Philly Dip. The Smoke ’N Wran¬ 
gler. Each was good enough to prompt my 
return. A big part of it was the bread, the 
most important part of a sandwich. Tubs’ 
baguettes are warm, the outer layer firm 
and crispy. A take-a-bite-and- 
get-rewarded-with-an-ASMR- 
worthy-crunch kind of crispy. 
Beneath that crunch, the bread 
is light and fluffy. It’s thick enough that it 
doesn’t get soggy despite the goodness lath¬ 
ered between the layers. (Apparently, the 
Essential Baking Company created a spe¬ 
cialty baguette specifically for Tubs about 
12 years ago.) 

But none of the sandwiches stuck. 

Finally, after exhausting the trusted tur¬ 
key section of the menu, I tried the Caesar 
Chicken. It was like fireworks (not to be con¬ 
fused with Tubs' most popular sandwich, the 
Firecracker). There was the zest of Caesar 
dressing, the sparkling freshness of tomato, 
the consistently decadent bread. That Cae¬ 
sar Chicken sandwich is like the first time 


you realize you’re in love, because you don’t 
want to gouge your partner's eyes out after 
spending a day with them. No matter how 
many times I indulge in that sandwich, I 
never get tired of it. 

The trick is to shell out $11 for a large sub 
instead of $7 for a regular one. Unless you’re 
a real growing boy or something, it’s nearly 
impossible to finish both halves in one sit¬ 
ting. Two meals in one. Upon reheatingyour 
sandwich, make sure you broil it to keep the 
bread’s integrity intact. 

Tubs, established in 1983 (and also boast¬ 
ing a Lynnwood location), is a treasure. I’ve 
brought all my friends here, claiming it as 
my own discovery. One by one, each found 
their own favorite: the Sub Panini for Frieda, 
the Emerald Garden for Tonio, the California 
for Nicole. 

Whichever sandwich you choose, it will be 
good. Bring a friend or two, gather around the 
beautifully out of place full mahogany dining 
room table that appeared one day last year, 
and compare notes. You'll find your Tubs sub 
to love. We all do in the end. ■ 


TUBS GOURMET SUBS 

11064 Lake City Way NE, 
206-361-1621 
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PLAY 

HERE! 



ONE BLOCK NORTH OF SAFECO 

553 1ST AVE S. 

206-628-0474 



Pacific Inn Pub 


Fine Ales 
and Spirits 

Near the Center of the Universe 
at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N. 
206-547-2967 
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HOUSE MADE BISCUIT BRUNCH 
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Top Picks 

SAT JAN 19 



MATTHEW B. THOMPSON 

Roe on the Rocks 


This month marks the 46th anniversary of the 
landmark Roe v. Wade ruling that granted US 
women access to safe abortions. This mile¬ 
stone seems worthier of celebration than ever 
before, with an administration that has besieged 
reproductive rights and health-care access at 
every turn. Fittingly, the badasses behind Shout 
Your Abortion have joined forces with Planned 
Parenthood to fete the occasion, with libations 
provided by Fremont Brewing and forthcoming 
feminist-themed watering hole Ladybar, and 
noshes from the Sunny Up food truck, which spe¬ 
cializes in punny breakfast sandwiches that pay 
tribute to famous women (sample menu items: 
the “Ruth Bacon Ginsburg,” the “Mia Ham," and 
the “Patstrami Cline”). KEXP DJs will provide the 
soundtrack. (KEXP, 3-6 pm, $25+.) JULIANNE BELL 

JAN 19-20 

Seattle Croissant 
Taiyaki Pop-Up 

You already know the cronut, the cruffin, and 
other such portmanteau pastries. Now meet 
the latest hybrid baked good: the croissant 
taiyaki, a mash-up of the flaky French pastry 
and taiyaki, a fish-shaped cake that’s a popular 
street-food in Japan. This winning combo will 
then be stuffed with sweet or savory fillings 
like red bean, matcha custard, Nutella, or ham 
and cheese. Don't miss your chance to try this 
unique franken-creation. (Sharetea, Bellevue, 
2-6 pm.) JULIANNE BELL 


SUN JAN 20 



JACKIE DONNELLY 

Hot Pot + Rice Bowl 
Cooking Class 

Rachel Yang-the James Beard Award-nomi¬ 
nated chef at Joule, Revel, and Trove, and the 
author of cookbook My Rice Bowl -knows a 
thing or two about Korean fusion comfort food. 
Who better, then, to show you how to assem¬ 
ble hearty, heaping rice bowls and steaming hot 
pots than Yang and her culinary team? In this 
class, you’ll learn the same techniques she and 
her chefs use on the line in her restaurants, and 
you’ll walk away equipped with the knowledge 
of how to re-create their dishes in your own 
kitchen. (Trove, 1-4 pm, $95.) JULIANNE BELL 

THURS JAN 24 



ELSOM CELLARS 

Wining Around with 
Elsom Cellars 

Have you ever wanted a closer look at the work¬ 
ings of a winery? At this event hosted by Founda¬ 
tion (a community organization dedicated to cre¬ 
ating experiences based around “local creatives, 
producers, and scholars”) and Intentionalist (a 
Seattle start-up that provides an online directory 
to help consumers choose small businesses 
owned by diverse communities), you’ll learn 
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** STRANGERTICKETS 

PROMOTION WHERE IT MATTERS 

StrangerTickets.com 

FEATURED EVENTS 


JAN 18-26 • ERICKSON THEATRE 

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL 
DANCE FESTIVAL 

Winter Mini-Fest 


queer/bar presents: 

MONET X CHANGE 


Jan 18/6:30 a 
Dazed and Confused: 

LED ZEPPELIN 

SOTH ANNIVERSARY 

Royal Room 


iL 1 Jan 18 & 19 • The Ruins ft 

Valtesse Versailles 


January - 

20 & 27 V* 

1f>m t P \$ 


Unicorn / 
Narwhal 


A Drag Tribute to 


Original music 
inspired by 
James 
Baldwin’s 
Another Country 


Jan 26 / 7:30pm 

RICHARD HUGO HOUSE 


Seattle Coronation 2019: The Greatest D 


FEB 1417, 2019 RENAISSANCE SEATTLE HOTEL 

HAVE AN EVENT? 

Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 

STRANGERTICKETS.COM 



HAPPY HOUR: 


3-6pm & 10-Close, 7 Days a Week 


OPEN: Sun-Mon 12pm-12am, Tue-Sat 12pm-2am 


Live 
COMEDY 
SHOWS! 


340 15th Ave E #201, Seattle WA 
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Tasting Room Hours: 
Sat & Sun, 12-5 

312 S Lucile St. 
206 622 2004 
cloudlift.net 
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FRESH 

FRESH 

ALASKA TROLL 
KING SALMON 


Finest Seafood 
Quality Poultry 
Ranch Eggs 
Select Wines 


University 
Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 




about the operations of award-winning urban 
winery Elsom Cellars via an interactive class, 
tour, and tasting led by a winemaker. ( Elsom 
Cellars, 6:30-8:30 pm, $15.) JULIANNE BELL 

JAN 24-27 

Barleywine Bacchanal 

Barley wines are a particularly potent style 
of beer, boasting a whopping 6 to 11 percent 
or 8 to 12 percent alcohol by volume. Tap into 
your hedonistic side with the 16th edition of 
this annual festival highlighting the “biggest, 
boldest brews born between Bellingham and 
Belgium (and elsewhere),” which will feature 
more than 70 hefty barley wines over the 
course of four days, with 30 dedicated taps 
and a new selection each day. Proceed at 
your own risk. ( Beveridge Place Pub, 2-11 pm.) 
JULIANNE BELL 

Sira ngurThirigsTuD ti . jcj m 



NewBars& 

Restaurants 


BALLARD 

Lucky Santo 

Gluten-free restaurant 
with allergy-friendly 
menu 

3127NW8SthSt 

BELLEVUE 

The Roll Pod 

Indian kathi rolls, bowls, 
and salads 

14125 NE 20th St, Suite G 

CAPITOL HILL 

Dacha Diner 

Eastern European diner 
1416 E Olive Way 

DOWNTOWN 

Aerlume 

Seasonal farm-to-table 
restaurant from chef 
Jason Wilson 
2003 Western Ave, Suite C 


INTERBAY 

Oaky's Tex Mex 

Tex-Mex restaurant inside 
Batch 206 Distillery 
1417 Elliott Ave W 

INTERNATIONAL 

DISTRICT 

85°C Bakery Cafe 

Taiwanese bakery and 
cafe chain 
501S Jackson St 

WHITE CENTER 

Future Primitive 
Brewing 

Craft brewery from 
Seattle beer scene 
veterans 
983214th Ave SW 


Short 

List 

85°C Bakery Cafe 
Grand Opening 

85°C Bakery Cafe, 

Fri Jan 18,9 am 

Little Fish Takeover 

Gravy, Fri-Sun, 
through Jan 31 

Matia Dinner Series 
at Barjot 

Cafe Barjot, Tues Jan 22, 
6-10 pm, $100 


PNW Crab Feast 

Pike Place Market Atrium 
Kitchen, Fri Jan 18, 

11 am-1 pm, $115 

Shellfish 

Showcase 

Various locations, 
Mon-Thurs and Sun, 
through Jan 17 

Themed Sunday 
Brunch: Vegas Buffet 

Addo, Sun, 12-3 pm, $50, 
through Feb 24 


Early Warnings 


BELGIAN FEST Fisher Pavilion, Sat Feb 2,12-9:30 
pm, $5-$45 


PIKE CHOCOFEST Pike Brewing Company, Sun Feb 
10, 6-9 pm, $60 


BEECHER’S CHEESE FOR ALL Block 41, Sat Feb 6, 

8pm,$4S-$7S 


ALKI OYSTER FEST 2019 West Seattle Brewing Co. 
Tap Shack, Sun Feb 17,1-6 pm, $35 


THE STRANGER’S ZYMURGY BEER SERIES: 
WEIRD FERMENTATION Machine House Brewery, 
ThursFeb 21,7-10 pm, $20 
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Garbage cans need love, too. 



Carla was beginning to suspect her two garbage bins were more than just friends. 
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ACROSS 

1. Apple texting app 
8.1900 Joseph Conrad novel 

14. Showers with compliments 

15. Portugal’s peninsula 

16. "Skinny Legs and AH” author 

17. “Chill, man, chill!” 

18. “To a” poem 

19. Dictator’s act 

21. Cry of pain 

22. "Billy Budd” captain 
24. Passing votes 

26. Picks up 

28. Khan Academy founder Khan 

30. Newspaper that runs a mini 
5x5 crossword, briefly 

32. Utter baloney 

33. Replies to an Evite, say 

36. City where Beethoven was 
born 

37. Wyo. neighbor 

38. “Consider me a supporter," 
and a hint to this puzzle’s 
theme 

41. Falcons coach_Quinn 

42. Red number 

43. Generation Z members 

44. With 46-Across, codgers 

45. On the money 


46. See 44-Across 

47. Sell shortly after buying, in 
real-estate lingo 

49. Ward of the screen 

51. “The BFG” author 
55. Sign of healing 
57. Loud noises 

59. Necklace with petals 

60. Ozzy’s wife 
62. Sickened 

64. Candy sold as four bars 

65. With ease, as some victories 

66. #Resist refrain 

67. Gets in one’s sights 

DOWN 

1. Kind of comedy 

2. Wear down 

3. Cavalier’s weapon 

4. Rel. 

5. “Yeah, sure” 

6. Cheerful and pleasant 

7. Medium.com post 

8. “Pod Save America” listener, 
likely 

9. Follow to the letter 

10. Military mission 

11. Set some boundaries 


12. Karen Pence’s predecessor 

13. Muslim teacher 

20. Choral voices 

23. "NBA Countdown” channel 
25. Backup, say, on the cloud 
27. Blackens, as some fish 
29. Places of refuge 
31. Govt, security 

33. Done with 

34. Dinghy or pontoon, e.g. 

35. Clear one’s name, say 

36. "I caught you!” 

39. “You caught me!” 

40. Tear up 

46. El dfa despues de hoy 

48. Winter jacket 
50. Upper bound 

52. What a crook might take 

53. Very very 

54. Rapper on the 2001 hit 
“Lady Marmalade” 

56. Sixth word (okay, acronym) 
in “Back in the U.S.S.R.” 

58. Wyo. neighbor 

60. Type of milk 

61. Nonspecific ordinal 
63. Maa mama 

Find the solution at 
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution. 





I also PABBCD Some WAY, 
ate A COUPLE BCO^rOiE BITES, 
and hap a c&d enema, SO 
IT'S HARP TO SAY. 





JOHNNY SAMPSON 
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25% off every thing ! 
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BURIEN 14325 1 st Ave South SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE 

Burien, WA 98168 206-242-6000 Seattle, WA 98105 206-283-3333 

admin@thejointllc.com admin@thejointllc.com 


Warning - this product contains marijuana When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. 
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CURVED 


www. curved papers. oonVanop 





Your Neighborly Cannabis Shop® 

BLOWING SMOKE 

*21 * 5 « * 151 * 


Union St. Central Disttict Seattle 10 AM to 11:45 PM Daily (206) 420 2180 ponderseattle.com 


ERBAN LEGENDS 

PREMIUM CANNABIS 



55 BELL STREET / SEATTLE 
OPEN 8Af*TO 1145 PM 










































